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EDMONTON’S OFFICIAL 


SHERLOCK HOLMES MOVIE 


RELEASE PARTY 
SAT. DEC. 19 


JOIN US AT 
THE SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB" 
on Rice Howard Way 
WIN YOUR WAY IN TO THE 
MORIARTY'S VIP PARTY 


TWO PARTIES. ONE NIGHT. 





* GREAT GIVE AWAYS 

* 40 in. LCD Flat Screen 

* Panasonic Surround Sound 

* Trip for TWO to the Guinness 
Brewery in Dublin 


Enter to win VIP tickets by 
joining our newsletter @ 
edmontonpubs.com or by 
sezing to 100.3 The Bear 
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DOORS OPEN @ 77M 


“This Week 0 Deg 10- nee 12 
FisT FULL OF BLUES 


Went ROTTEN DAN & BOOGIE PATROL 
Week December 14 - December 19 


AROUND THE GORNER 
NEW YEARS EVE WITH 
THE MOCRING SHADOW 
TICKETS ON SALE NOW 


SauUNdaY APGErNOON Jam 
HOSTED BY ROTTEN DAN 


EGIECHIE SUNTAUS Feaburing 
THE GREGGS 
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NO LINE BEFORE ITS TIME 
Watch Christian McKay out-Orson 
Orson Wells in his first film role ever. 





PUBLISHER “EDITOR 
ART DIRECTOR Mt 
SALES MANAGER 


feature WALLETS OF THE WEALTHY 
SLOWER TO OPEN IN 2009 
Big ticket galas face a hard sell as recession’s 
impact lingers. 
OPINION YARDBIRD’S THE COOLEST 
PLACE YOU'VE NEVER BEEN 


Even reactionary newspaper columnists 
would enjoy the club’s vibe. 


| ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR Mavis Wier iret 
NEWS AND FEATURES EDITOR Mo 
WEB EDITOR 
DESIGNER 





NATIONAL ADVERTISING 
DISTRIBUTION MANAGER 


(MUSIC MORE LIKE THE 
SCREECHING DADDIES 
Screeching Weasel may be one of the 
‘best punk bands out there, but having 
kids makes it hard to tour. 


see magazine Wi 


sie ON SCFEEN WHEN THE 
seemapummesiaatedet’ DIRECTOR'S NAME IS NIMROD... 

ee’. You can't expect much from the 
movie, but low expectations make 


TEL (780) 430.9003 
FAX (780) 432.02 
sees for alot of fun. 


email infofisee greatwest.ca 


ITS An ORANGE TREE GROWS 
IN BAGHDAD 
Author Leilah Nadir talks about a homeland 
she's never seen, and her struggle to come 
to terms with the Iraq war. 
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GET YOUR JAMMIES 
ON - Mark (JM) 


Great Face for Radio| 
~Kevin 








Put 'R in D for ‘Ackmowin = Phoenix| Musica Nova - Robin| Jazzology - Steve 
Dangle - Fiona Lf) 


s{D 





Radio Kathmandu ~ 
Fourre Tout with Brunch in Nepal 

Chantal 

RESISTANCE: - Dave] Ragas and Rythms ~ 
(P) Janine end Imran 





Kill Erm All - Kathy 2 Voice of Eritrea 
Edectic Company 
Jaimie, View, 
Ving amc Thomas Hamster Tales w. 
Tammy 








Training Spaces Open slot! 





20th Century 
Breakfast in Charles Dickens | _ 08 Comeback 


ant | Special - Craig and 
Rockland - ~ Senilin’ 
lockland ~ Devin | Experience a Event Calendar | CATCH THE BEAT - | 
Jay o* Field 


Rundown w. James | Cam (EL/HH) 


to Life with Andy] The Carrie Show 
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BORROWED TUNES -| R 
ial Catch the Wave n . Skeptically Speaking Polskie Radio 
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Borscht in Space - | Frustration Rock ~ PRAIRIE PICKIN’ ~ 
Angela Mike CALLING ALL BLUES] Qoug & Rob (BG) SOUNDS UKRAINIAN, 
Grant Stovel and Lada (U) ELEKTRIK SEX 

Graham Guest 


TELEFON - Eddie 
Aural Gaut - Emmett! Lunchpail (E)) 


and Quinto ‘ASIKO PHANTOM Arragtide Bisha 
———|_ PYRAMID - Minister 
Fou " HOUSE 
Necrotechs Unite-| The Sounds of | Faust & Songbiemi 
The Shadow Folkways - Faris (A) UNDERGROUND FM -| Ethiopian Biserat 
Dy xu (DB/EL) 





Bass Culture 


The Carribbean 


nection 
Get Some West w. THE SHOE BOX - —- Structural Sound - | Hp Hep one 
Babe Loyd | arinwith mel BM Pate | DEPROGRAM - Norm Alex He 
alternating with 2 
Between Yesterday THE EROTIC DANCER'S RADIO - Umar Melancholy The Missing Link 
and Tomorrow - GUIDE TO Five MUSIC - Al Cacaphony w with Touch and | Dream Machine 
Alanna Burent (PR) Keegan Nato 


J KAMIKAZE COMEDY 

Lars & Powerman aneres States 
(c) LIQUID CHATTER 

The Mikes 


| URBAN HANG SUITE 
Arlo Maverick (HH) 

















Reflections - Phillip 


Electroprolapse - DJ 
Kuch(EL) 
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LEGEND all programs are ECLECTIC unless otherwise noted * Shacied - News Programming * S-=s=o - Shared show, with alternating hosts * 4 = African « AM = Amharic 

Language © B - Blues © BG - Bluegrass * C - Comedy # Ci = Classical * CO - Country # CR = Classic Rock (CJSR style) * D8 - Drum & Hass * E/- Blectro-Industrial * & 

Electronic # EX - Experimental # FR = French Language * G - Garage Rock * #H «Hip Hop/Urban * IN «indo Pakistani * J- Jazz * JM = Jam Bande * | - Local Music # 

M-= Metal © N= Native # NE = Nepalese © NM - New Music # P - Punk! # Pi - Phone in # PO - Polish Language * Pf - Prog Rock # R - Roots * RG - Reggae * SP + Spanish 
Language * Ti Tigrinya Language * U = Ukrainian * Wa = World Beat 





EDMONTON’S CAMPUS/COMMUNITY RADIO STATION 
780.492.2577 « 88.5 FM > WWW.CjSR.COM 
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CHEVROLET 


HWY: 5.8L/100KM - 49MPG 

‘CITY: BAL/100KM - 24MPGY 

FIVE-STAR 
SAFETY RATING? 


o 


Ww WWW 


look 


000 HOLIDAY BONUS 


INCLUDES $1 


5-Speed Manual Transmission 
HWY: 6. SUTOOKM - 43MPG 
CITY: 9.5L/100KM - 30MPGY 


with ABS and StabiliTrak Electronic Stability Control = OnStar* = Air, Tiit/ Telescopic Steering Wheel, 


INCLUDES - 163hp 2.4L VVT Ecotec Engine - 17" Wheels - 6 Standard Airbags *4 Wheel Disc Brakes 
and Cruise Control - Power Windows and Locks with Remote Keyless Entry « 1SM Model 


2009 CHEVROLET MALIBU LS 
INCLUDES $7,000 HOLIDAY BONUS' 


© 


ISFACTION GUARANTEE™ 


CLUNKERS 


Air Conditioning 
AM/FM/CD Player with MP3 Playback Including iPod® Input 


f 


3 
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— 


FOR 


= 60/40 Split Folding Rear Seats * 1SM Model 


IN COLLABORATION WITH RETIRE YOUR RIDE, FUNDED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA. 


albertachevrolet.com 


*155hp Ecotec” 2.2L 4-Cylinder Engine + 
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* Power Windows, Locks, and Mirrors 


Jack + Remote Keyless Entry 


INCLUDES 


1 CASH 


*330 


A a - 
Eee ss “ t = > 
‘VOREUUO}U) 840 10} Bo apUNOAauna, MANA ysiA ‘Aide suORIpUDD GOS ‘aANLASU) SY@YUNID 40, USED S,epeUeD WO 104 o}q/6jjau; srojaraun ave pue WesBaId apIy NO), BUN BY S,WAWLUAADS ay) WO Papnjoxe ase \NABUNN JO UOWN 
eta tecbe Ue WD 0102 Ase ar pee JaQWANON UaaMYaQ AJaN)Op BYE} OWM SJaWUO}SN Ofa|qeYEAE i equa uy Sea) by yseg m9 srry ie ale ety ad men ba ml Ca ee 
'U209 Sey pue uonypuod BuruUTL UI) YeLg YA 19p)0,0 pce feminine ea Sy undue wes ing unpaH yon Ua NE 010240 972 MaUE)O AREA) OasELANdOIAS eunyuoo uRWLNe ae rt sitet lite erp ic pi pear tarkart 
COR DONO Le URE Se stead d ae }OK pue "ePEUEd }0 WawWLAnON at) Aq payodd Ba) apy INO, cuNay otf 20} Ayyend ys NOK @aAjuadU| SJAYUN!D 104 ySEO §,epeUED WO) 2Ye} ISN JAWOYSND 'S19)40 JO powicd| Ra td ert lls Pilon 
i “ e WN Due sapiyaAaseay U0 Sjapow 102 pure GOD; ‘UBY SS@) YIM SAbp 09-0¢ UaaMjoq WiN}oY,, 'SIE)AP BIOL 40) Bo'snuoqUapSWE ys je/meae jou wes6o, re or io evo prtlatdeis pereal ly 
UBUY WuaWARD AjyjUOW jenba J8N0 (DapNjoUI xe) OOK yt ied aoueuy Aunt 18.0} dn pred 'Ajuo syuow og 0} dn susan aout sty aohateonlae lmtp yma ae 
wie abe /ONIOPY SUOHE} Lu Waysks pue SyELep pure AayO4 
EMUyDi} FEUONEN ai jo Yed ave sEunes seYs jUBWILIAADS) ‘S s SUT} "AOD seaNajes MMMM 0} OB 
wndad 09 Aew apes sa7e—Q 'sjapow JojeAsUOWIAp Jo aU O} payE: 6 seit emnthireDa fae raat 
STINE HeqoD 6002 40) 006'28/0S¢' Es fluo sual 


UP 
TO 





agenda | the front | music | on screen | arts | sex | classifieds | the back 


4+ December |0 - December 16, 2009 - see magazine - edmonton 


thefront 





NEWS FEATURE: CHARITY WOES - BY GWYNETH DUNSFORD | 2% wonts 


66 IN PAST YEARS, THERE WAS NEVER A PROBLEM. WE 
WOULD SEND OUT E-MAILS, AND IT WAS DONE. 
LAST YEAR, WE COULDN’T DOIT. 


Wallets Of The Wealthy Slower To Open In 2009 


BIG TICKET GALAS FACE A HARDER SELL 
AS RECESSION'S IMPACT LINGERS 





As the sound of Salvation Army kettles fill 
city sidewalks, Edmonton charities are hosting 
lavish fundraisers to try to cash in on holiday 
generosity. However, as holiday revellers direct 
their income elsewhere, it becomes increasing: 
ly daunting for charity organizers to sell tickets 
to their events. 

A local Doctors Without Borders chapter is 
struggling to sell out its ritzy New Year's Eve 
gala. While raising money for its humanitar- 
ian programs, this organization is seeing a 
backlash from frugal Edmontonians unwilling 
to pay $140 for a ticket to the event. With a 
negligible advertising budget, organizer and DJ 
Richard Tomski was left to promote his event 
simply by word of mouth, While touting the 
highlights of the event, Tomski’s anxiety is pal 
pable, even over the phone. 

“In the past years before, there was never a 
problem,” said Tomski. “We would send out e- 
mails and it was done, it was sold out in a few 
weeks. Last year, we couldn't do it. " 

The Edmonton International New Years’ Eve 
Gala is one of the city’s most lavish events, fea- 
turing a poker tournament, a four-course meal 
and entertainment from comedian Derek Ed- 
wards. Tomski says that party-goers are not in 
the mood to celebrate and would rather cocoon 
at home than shell out for ritzy parties. 

“There are so many bad, negative economic 
stories on TV and in newspapers ... very bad 
predictions about what will happen next year,” 
says Tomski. “They read this and they think, ‘It 
is better to keep our money in our pockets” 

As some become more cautious with their 
disposable income, a Las Vegas-style casino 
seems a bit ostentatious. Facing reduced work 
hours himself, Tomski doubts that those in the 
same situation will feel like celebrating this 
New Year's, 

A handful of up-market charity galas over 
the holiday season make organizations com- 
pete for donations. Harried organizers are so 
pre-occupied that they do not recognize the 
competition that they face from similar char- 
ity events. 

“L will be honest, I didn’t know that Doctors 
Without Borders did a gala ever,” admits Caro- 
line Warren, the chair of a Faceoff with Cystic 


Fibrosis. 

A fundraiser for the Canadian Cystic Fibro 
sis Foundation, Faceoff with Cystic Fibrosis 

known originally as the 65 Roses Sportsclub 
Dinner — will be hosted by Edmonton Oilers 
captain, Ethan Moreau, on Jan. 23, With ticket 
packages to the banquet starting at $125, War 
ren reduced the event's seating capacity to 140 
to ensure a sell-out. After 14 years of work with 
the Foundation, Warren did not want to watch 
the event falter, as it did last year. These chang- 
es, Warren explains, allow her to continue to 
plan the event without the risk of financial 
shortfall 

The dinner has been a substantial fund 
raiser for the foundation, raising more than 
$400,000 since it began in 1985. 

Making less money from the gala means less 
money for CF research, says Warren 


“We create a budget for each fiscal year, and 





that is the commitment that we make to the na 

tional office to raise those funds. Based on that, 

they decide, these are the research projects that 
we can sponsor. If we fall short, we have to draw 
money from elsewhere in our chapter. We will 
create another fundraiser to make it happen 

We are a small chapter but we have sometimes 
run (more than) 40 fundraisers a year. We are 
a very determined bunch 

“If we don't raise the money a research proj 
ect might get cancelled, and that project might 
be the one that finds the cure. The stakes are 
pretty high 

Warren sympathizes with Tomski, noting 
that her organization's roster of events pre- 
vents them from relying solely on the income 
generated by one fundraiser. 

“| think if we had one major event, we would 
be in some hot water too,” Warren explains. 
“How do you appeal to massive amounts of 
people with one event? The tough thing that 
we have done by diversifying is that it takes a 
tremendous amount of volunteer hours to put 
ona lot of different events.” 

Susan Wong Armstrong, the organizer of the 
Alberta Cancer Foundation’s SnowBall, was 
also in want of volunteers. While the Nov. 19 
charity cocktail party netted $5,000, it was 
Wong Armstrong who single-handedly coordi- 
nated the gala. 

“I had a volunteer step up, (but) then her 
hours got cut at work and she had to focus on 


Hard Sell | Doctors Without Borders gala organizer Richard Tomsk! has found his event is a tougher sell in 2009, 
PHOTO BY MERYL SWITH LAWTON/EPIC PHOTOGRAPHY 


getting a full-time job,” says Wong Armstrong. 
“You can’t blame her for that 
situation, and people are dealing with different 
things. 

Like Faceoff with Cystic Fibrosis, the Snow- 


There was a 


Ball saw a slip in sponsorship and corporate 
donations this year. To compensate, they down: 
sized their venue. Though past years drew 200 
to 300 people, this year's festivities drew 130. 

While relying heavily on the previous year's 
ticket-buyers to fill the SnowBall, Wong Arm- 
strong wanted to attract a new contingent to 
the event. Combating the image of a “stuffy, 
sit-down dinner,” Wong Armstrong hoped to 
woo affluent, young audiences to ensure ticket 
sales. 





“We have a little bit reinvented ourselves 
with the live band aspect,” says Wong Arm- 
strong. “We booked the Frolics (who are) kind 
of a hipper, surf-punk kind of band that appeal 
a bit more to a younger audience.” 

As charity organizers-struggle to adapt their 
fundraisers, they must still contend with some 
unpredictable variables. Regardless of any eco- 
nomic indicators, it is still useless to predict 
€dmonton's fickle audiences. 

“Edmonton in general is a very late popula- 
tion in terms of buying tickets,” explains Wong 
Armstrong. “So you just never know. You 

cross your fingers, you promote and talk 
about it as much as you can, but you just never 


know. ~ 








CHARITY EVENT « FREE PHOTOS « BY ANDREW PAUL {208 wots 


Photogs Give Struggling Folks Reason To Smile 


LOCAL PHOTOGRAPHERS OFFER 
FREE PORTRAITS FOR CITY'S 
UNDERPRIVILEGED 





Edmonton's underprivileged will have some- 
thing to smile about this weekend as they say 
“cheese” for free holiday portraits being pro- 
vided by local photographers. 

“We're taking pictures for under privileged 
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families, single moms, homeless people un- 
derprivileged youth, seniors, anyone who falls 
under those categories,” says Lillian Patz, a 
photographer involved with Help-Portrait, a 
global collective of photographers organizing 
the event in cities around the world. 

This is the second year Help-Portrait has set 
upshop.in €dmonton, and due to overwhelm- 
ing attendance last year the event has expanded 


from a single location to four across the city. 

On Dec. 12 participants will have their 
hair and make up done by volunteers before 
stepping in front of the lens to have their 
photo taken and printed free of charge. 

“It's free of cost for them, and maybe 
they can send it out to family and friends at 
Christmas or-just to have a chance to make 
them feel beautiful for a day,” Patz says. 


Anyone interested in taking part can visit 
any of Help-Portrait’s four locations between Il 
a.m. and 6 p.m 

The Help-Portrait locations are: 10233 Jas- 
per Ave: (Paramount Theatre); 9516 114th 
Ave. (Norwood Child and Family Centre); 

#201 10575-15th St. (3 Ten Photography); 
10604-172nd St. (Anderson Career Training 
Institute). 
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Life Navigated. 


Wherever you go. Whatever you do. Nokia will be with you at every turn. 
Exclusive Ovi Maps guide you to the hottest hangouts or your closest friends. 
With hi-res satellite maps, 3D landmarks for over 200 cities and easy-to-use 
pedestrian navigation, you can go virtually wherever life happens to lead you. 


Nokia Surge 


Connecting People 


Go to ovi.com to discover new apps, 
maps, and more for your Nokia phone. 
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Yardbird’'s The Coolest Place You've Never Been 





MY TOWN SCOTT LINGLEY 

EVEN REACTIONARY NEWS- 
PAPER COLUMNISTS WOULD 
ENJOY THE CLUB'S VIBE 





Maybe it's too early to start making 
New Year's resolutions, but | already 
have a couple in mind. First, I'm go: 
ing to stop reading anything with 
Lorne Gunter’s byline. The Jour- 
nal/National Post's resident right 
wing ideologue has been a source of 
amusement and simmering dismay 
for me in the past, whether he's de 
nouncing the homo/Muslim/envi- 
ronmentalist agenda to overthrow 
the White Male’s hard-earned grip on 
most of the world’s wealth, or touting 
the virtues of free market capitalism 
as a righteous meritocracy that will 
eventually get around to solving all 
the catastrophic problems it has been 
causing for the past century. 

This week, Gunter was all over the 
alleged controversy issuing from the 


thousand some-odd e-mails stolen 
from the Climate Research Unit at 
the University of East Anglia that 
supposedly show scientists there 
have been juking the numbers 
make global warming look 
than it actually is. Adding his own 
benighted bleat to the chorus of 
right-wing shouters who claimed this 
revelation had stricken a fatal blow 
to the legitimacy of climate change 
science, Gunter disingenuously trot- 
ted out the same distortions about 
the contents of the e-mails that had 
already been through one cycle of 
media sensationalizing and come out 
more or less fully debunked. Actually 
there's another d-word | can think of 
for Gunter's grasping-at-straws se- 
lectivity in examining the pertinent 
facts, except that it ends with “bag.” 
If he has a hard time accepting our 
shared role in climate change, maybe 
he could at least see the sense in re- 
ducing our flagrant waste of fossil 
fuels and the pollution they generate 
But | guess that would mean admit- 
ting defeat to the homo-Islamo-tree- 
huggers 

Who isn't sick of allegedly reputa- 
ble pundits cherry-picking reality for 
the bits that comport best with the 
things they already believe and ped. 








dling these thinly predicated opin 
ions as reality in their high profile 
public fora, as though there aren't al 
ready human beings suffering from 
the global ills they have the blithe 
privilege to refute? Who isn't fed up 
with quasi-experts in cushy editorial 
page sinecures and overcompensat 
ed government perches whose only 





suggestions for the betterment of 
humankind are to cut taxes, ban gay 
marriage and keep everything else 
exactly the same? 

My second New Year's resolu: 
tion involves spending more time 
at the Yardbird Suite, the epicentre 
of jazz in Edmonton for better than 
50 years and the home of about 
half of my most cherished musical 
memories. That the Yardbird hasn't 
caught on widely as a cool place is 
simple evidence of how cool it is — 
it's trendy-proof, perhaps by virtue of 
the occasionally esoteric music that 
is sometimes heard there and partial- 
ly because of jazz nerds like myself 
who patronize said esoteric music 
and go into raptures about seeing 
non-household-name _ performers 
like Steve Lacy, David Murray and 
the ICP Orchestra in such intimate 
quarters. What's even cooler is that 
the Yardbird relies on a dedicated 


volunteer force to keep fine jazz — 
and the stimulating atmosphere that 
goes with it 
always-grateful residents of this par 
ticular Northern Waste 

The first time | shouted invol 


accessible to the not 


untary in response to music 
at the Yardbird Suite 


was 
I was sitting 
there sipping an affordably priced 
bottle of imported beer, watching 
the Dewey Redman Quartet when 
something in the music got under 
my skin and transported me directly 
into the moment the music was be 
ing created. The cornbined talents on 
stage imparted a palpable energy as 
they raged through some up-tempo 
post-bop charger and it was all my 
overwhelmec senses could do to 
keep up, until a yelp that onginated 
somewhere around my kegel mus 
cles broke loose and found its way, 
unbidden, out of my throat just as 
Redman and powerhouse drummer 
Leon Parker traded their last set of 
fours, No jazz recording I'd ever 
heard could have prepared me for 
this. And with that unseemly invol. 
untary grunt — though I was hardly 
the only one making those noises 
— a world of wordless, profound af- 
fect opened up to me. Since then, the 
Yardbird has been the place to most 


consistently rediscover that thrill 
whether with international touring 
artists or the fine crop of local play 
ers the Suite has nurtured 

The easiest way to find this out for 
yourself is at the Yardbird's cheap 
and cozy Tuesday night jams where, 
for $5 you get a sample of some top 
flight local outfit doing their own 
thing before they host a procession of 
aspiring, veteran and closet jazzers. 
Last week it was the surprising and 
highly accomplished music of the 
Parkers, a quartet featuring saxist/ 
vocalist Karen Porkka and trumpeter 
Bob Tildesley that's partly dedicated 
to exploring the songbook of NY jazz 
freak William Parker. A buttery mi- 
asma of microwave popcorn has sup- 
planted the clouds of tobacco smoke 
that were once standard ambiance of 
any jazz club worth its salt, but the 
warm, interior twinkling with can- 
dielight hasn't lost any of its any of 
its chiaroscuro charm and the beer is 
still affordably priced. The Yardbird 
Suite is about to wrap for the season 
prepare for the next series of shows 
in 2010, at which time I hope every- 
one gives the place a shot and walks 
out with their own transcendent, 
transformative musical experience 
to cherish. Even Lorne Gunter. 











Example 


Total Annual 
Donations 


$500.00 
$1000.00 


Government 
of Albertam 





Alberta 
Tax Credit 

$83.00 

$188.00 


Making your charitable 
donations work harder 


Alberta's tax credit on annual charitable donations over $200 is now 

21 per cent — one of the highest tax credits in Canada. When added to the 
federal tax credit of 29 per cent, Albertans receive a 50 per cent non-refundable 
tax credit on those donations. The first $200 in charitable donations continues 
to receive an Alberta tax credit of 10 per cent and a federal tax credit of 

15 per cent. This tax credit is not a refund. 


The following example illustrates how the Alberta charitable tax credit 
combines with the federal tax credit to provide the optimum benefit to 
Alberta taxpayers and the charities you support 


Federal 
Tax Credit 
$117.00 
$262.00 





Mberton 
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Total 
Tax Credit 
$200.00 
$450.00 


Alberta’s charitable tax credit benefits taxpayers and the charities you support. 


*Must be registered with Canada Revenue Agency. 


For complete information on how Alberta's charitable tax credit benefits 
both taxpayers and the registered charities* that rely on donor support, 
visit www.communityspiritprogram.ca or call toll-free 310-0000, 

then dial 780-644-8604. 
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK 


66 I'M GOING TO COPENHAGEN 
AS A PROUD ALBERTAN. 


— ENVIRONMENT MINISTER ROB RENNER ON HIS TRIP TO 
THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON CLIMATE CHAGE, 
AS QUOTED BY THE EDMONTON JOURNAL 





IF INDY RACE 1S A LEMON IN 
2010, CITY MUST PULL THE PLUG 





Like it or not, Edmonton will hast another 
year of the Edmonton Indy, where fast cars 
go round and round in circles, burning mil- 
lions of gallons of fuel and millions of tax- 
payer dollars, 

Is it worth it? Should the beleaguered Ed- 
monton taxpayer be on the hook for millions 
In losses Incurred in this annual fix for speed 
junkies? 

Insome ways, the Edmonton Indy has been a 
success. Crowds have, for the most part, been 
excellent. Car racing enthusiasts from across 
Westem Canada find their way to Edmon- 
ton, the closest pit stop on the Indy Racing 
League (IRL) circuit, pumping millions of dol- 
lars into the local economy; one report the 
city received estimated. the event brought 
in $80 million; Bot you should always take 
those kinds of numbers with a teaspoon of 
salt. The event is televised around the world, 
no doubt giving Edmonton much needed 
exposure. (But please don't say It “puts Ed- 
monton on the map”.We've been on the 
map for a couple of hundred years.) 

So the Edmonton Indy is a success except 
where it really counts, the battom line. The 
race has run up a deficit of $9.2 million over 
the past two years, a deficit covered by the 
taxpayers of Edmonton, whether they're car 
face fans or not 

The city decided this week to continue spon- 
sorship of the race for another year, pre- 
dominantly because the cost of breaking the 
contract with IRL would be prohibitive. City 
councillors rightly believe a deal is a deal, 
and breaking a contract would reflect badly 
on the city, 

But what of the Indy race after next year, 


when the contract expires? The race clearly 
has a constituency, and in general anything 
that brings excitement. exposure and tour- 
ist dollars to a city Is a good thing. Even if 
your idea of car racing is going 100 km/h on 
the Whitemud, you have to agree that hav- 
ing the event here has more positives than 
negatives. 

But the deficit is very substantial. Mayor Ste- 


phen Mandel has promised to put a full court | 


press, to mix sports metaphors, on the city’s 
business community to come through with 
sponsorship dollars. Mandel, in fact. seems 
to have taken personal ownership of mak- 
ing the event a success, promising to become 
directly involved with pitching the event to 
Edmonton's business community. Because 
of the secretive nature of the IRL financial 
situation — financial information was given 
tocity council behind closed doors — we have 
‘no way of knowing if the city’s business com- 
munity, which benefits more from the race 
than any single person, Is stepping up to the 
plate. Good for Mandel for promising to roll 
up his sleeves to save the event. 

Northlands, which runs the event, is promis- 
ing to cut costs even further, so there is hope 
that the Indy race can make a go of it in Ed- 
monton. 

So 2010 will be a make-or-break year for the 
Edmonton Indy. If Northlands can reduce the 
deficit to something workable, perhaps in 
the million-dollar range, then the Edmonton 
Indy may be considered money well spent. 
But another year of losses in the $2-$3 mil- 
lion range as we've seen in the past should 
be a sign that the Edmonton Indy is a lemon 
ready for the scrap heap. 








__ BY THENUMBERS» MEA SALARIES 





PAYCHEQUE BREAKDOWN FOR YOUR MEMBER OF THE LEGISLATURE 


SOURCE: GOVERNMENT OF ALBERTA 





MLA BASE SALARY $52,092 


NON-TAXABLE SALARY $26,046 


ANNUAL RRSP CONTRIBUTION $10,000 


BENIFITS $6,000 - $8,000 


EXTRA SALARY FOR MINISTERS $63,912 
EXTRA SALARY FOR PREMIER $81,312 
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COMMENTARY : POLITICAL PAY « ja words 





OUTSIDE POLITICS MAURICE TOUGAS 
MEMBERSHIP IN PRIVATE 
TORY MEETING CLUB HAS ITS 
PRIVILEGES 


When you're a PC MLA in Alberta, 
| life is good. 

In fact, it's ALL good. 

Not only do you spend your days 
in the legislature silently sitting on 
your can, dozing quietly if you like 
‘(this is preferred, being that you're 
much less likely to get into trouble 
by voicing an opinion), you get paid 
bags of dough to do it. Even though 
their salaries were “frozen” this year, 
government MLAs are making more 
money than ever before. 

The latest example of the Tories’ 
generous nature, at least when it 
comes to themselves, came last week 
with the revelation that Conservative 
backbenchers and cabinet ministers 
are getting extra pay to sit in on se- 
cret meetings. 





Tories MLAs sit in on policy com- 
mittees that advise the government 
on various government matters 
Nothing wrong with committees; 
they get a lot of work done, vetting 
bills, listening to public concerns, 
etc, Members of all parties sit on dif- 
ferent standing committees, which is 
as close to democracy as we have in 
this province 

But there are two intriguing chang- 
es with the other committees, set up 
by that ol’ fiscal conservative, Fast 
Eddie Stelmach. The committees 
are only for Tories — it's a restricted 
club. If that's not bad enough, the 
meetings are held in secret. No min- 
utes are available, no attendance lists 
published, no agendas made public 
All but two of 70 Tory MLAs sit in on 
these flagrantly antidemocratic meet- 
ings, and they benefit greatly from 
them. The average Tory carbon blob 
gets an additional $12,000 a year for 
sitting in on these secret meetings. 
And it gets better, or worse, depend- 
ing on where you stand, If you're one 
of the barely sentient beings who is 
given the nght to chair one of these 
meetings, your already generous 
pay packet is increased by $30,000. 
Cabinet ministers, who are already 
at the top of the pay scale, get an ad- 


‘Nice Work If You Gan Get It 


ditional $35,460 for the meetings. 
This modest stipend brings a cabi- 
net minister's salary up to $177,510. 
Oh, and don't forget that for cabinet 
ministers and all MLA’, one-third of 
their salary is tax free. 

Stelmach's so-called MLA wage 
freeze instituted earlier this year 
is now proven to be a flat out lie — 
MLAs, at least of the Tory variety, 
are making more than ever before. 
Thanks to Stelmach’s sleight of 
hand, even the most undistinguished 
Tory MLA, and that would be 80 per 
cent of them, will take hope well into 
a six-figure salary. 

Before Fast Eddie's government 
changed the system, the remunera- 
tion paid to Tory MLAs who sat on 
the committees came to $140,000 
a year. Today, it's $1.4 million. Yep, 
in these trying times, with the To- 
ries ordering health and education to 
squeeze every last kopek out of their 
budgets, Tories are spending an ad- 
ditional $1,260,000 on themselves 
to attend meetings. Oh, and these 
increases were achieved through and 
order in council, which conveniently 
bypasses debate in the legislature. 

Well, at least we should know if 
we're getting our $1.4 million worth 

TOUGAS cont'd on p.9 
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TOUGAS (cont'd from p. 8) 
out of these meetings 

So how long are the meetings? 

We don't know. 

So how often are they held? 

We don't know. 

What is discussed ? 

None of yer damn business. 

In times like this, when the Tories 


are found to be up to their elbows | 


in the government cookie jar, most 
Tory MLAs lay low and hope the 
whole thing blows over, which it 
most assuredly will. But not Thomas 
Lukaszuk, the oily MLA from Castle 


Downs, who never misses a chance | 


to talk even if he has nothing to say. 
Tommy Boy defended the extra pay 
in an Edmonton Journal article, say- 
ing of the meetings: “A minister can- 
not bring anything to caucus unless 
it has the approval of the cabinet 
policy committee. It brings balance 
to a minister's ability to make regu- 
lation.” 

What a steaming pile. This is the 
same work that all previous Tory 
MLAs have done, except now they 
get paid handsomely for it. And con- 
sidering the wretchedness of some 
of the bills brought forward by Stel- 
mach’s Keystone Kabinet, clearly 
the committees aren't doing much 
of a job. (For the record, according 
to official government accounting, 
including salary, fees and benefits, 
and the standard $10,000 contribu- 





tion to his RRSP that all MLAs re- | 


ceive, Lukaszuk pulled down a cool 
$150,565 in 2008-09.) 

Face it, Lukaszuk and the rest of 
the barnacles on the ship of state 
who call themselves Tory MLAs are 
dipping into the public purse with im- 
punity. This is indefensible. In sup- 
posedly difficult times, you've given 
yourselves substantial pay hikes on 
top of your already comfortable MLA 
salaries to do your jobs. With think- 
ing like this, you guys are candidates 
for jobs at Goldman Sachs. 

mtougas @see.greatwest.ca 











0606 


‘agenda | the front | music| on screen | arts | sex| classifieds | the back 


| 
| 
| 











fido at 


Giving low prices a good home 


Savings you’ve 
been wishing for 





>» Unlimited text’ 
» No System Access Fees 


$ 


CityFido 
2,000 


anytime local minutes’ 





per month* 





Fido Cares 





1. We give you FidoDollars™ so you can get 
your next phone for less. 


g 


Nokia 2720 


2. Text messages to warn you before you 
exceed your plan 


3. No System Access Fees 
4. No term contract necessary 


BlackBerry* Pearl” smartphone 


MOTO W233 Renew 


\ 





Use your minutes anywhere within the CityFido zone. Long distance charges may apply. 








Switch now! shop fido.ca Drop by a store or call 1-866-301-3436 


Offers subject to change without notice, 1. Local airtime minutes within your CityFido zone only; additional local in-zone minules and airtime used for calls made and received outside your CityFide zone 

cost 35¢ per minute. Long distance charges may apply and are determined based on your local calling area, not your CityFido zone: visit fide.ca/cailingaress. 2. Includes lexi messages sent from Canada 
d Messages (alerts, messages relisted to content, contests and 

3. A one-time activation fee of $35 per line applies. Additional airtime, long-distance, roaring, data, add-ons, provincial 9-1-1 fees (it applicable) anc taxes are extra and billed monthly. Device price shown 

valid with new activation on a Fido Agreement, early cancellation fees apply. “Fide & design, Giving low prices a good hame, CityFido and FidoDollars are trademarks of Fido Solutions Inc. a 

RIM®, Research in Motion*, Surelypa", SurePress™ and related trademarks, names and logas are the property of Research In Mation Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries 

around the world, Used under license from Research In Motion Limited. All other brand names and logos are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2009 Fido Solutions inc. 


FIDO STORES EXCLUSIVE DEALERS 
AFFORDABLE WIRELESS: CELLULAR BABY UNIPAGE rr st 
a - ELLULAR BABY UMPAGE Hibooth SR] «wnussunrer 
‘Sherwood Park Malt West Edmonton Mat GENERATION WIRELESS West Edmonton Mall 
Londonderry Mail _ONDON 4, 
St Abets Coe, StABon eeve Doma Siping Cure WIRELESS etc. GOsTeS. FEE waimart>'c 


edmonton +See magazine - December 10 - December 16 +9 


the front 





UFESTYLE « SEX TOYS « BY SALLY POULSEN (538 wos 


Beware — There Could Be BPA In Your Dildo 





If you buy an adult novelty to spice 
up your sex life, you'd expect a red 
face to be the most serious side effect 
of your purchase — but you could be 
mistaken. 

Lower-end adult novelty items are 
often made of products that con 
tain BPA and phthalates, ingredi- 


Kerber began her career as a sex 
educator before shifting gears into 
the world of adult toy parties. It was 
as a party hostess that she started to 
learn more about what actually goes 
into the making of adult toys. At the 
start of her career, selling sex toys 
with another company, she noticed 
that not all the toys stayed clean, and 
some were very flimsy. “I just start 
ed doing my own research,” Kerber 
says, “and started to understand 
there was big difference between 





A 2006 SURVEY CONDUCTED IN THE NETHERLANDS 
THAT TESTED EIGHT DIFFERENT SEX TOYS FOUND THAT 





ents that have been banned in other 
products like food packaging and 
children’s toys. 

Phthalates are also one of a num- 
ber of “specifi¢ environmental con- 
taminants” listede6n the Canadian 
Cancer Society's website, which 
states that the group is “concerned 
about the long-term health effects 
where exposure to high levels [of 
phthalates] may occur, ? 

The amount of phthalates found in 
adult toys varies, but a 2006 study 
commissioned by Greenpeace Neth- 
erlands tested eight different sex 
toys, and found that seven of them 
contained phthalates “in concen- 
trations varying from 24 to 51 per 
cent.” 

Brenda Kerber, the owner and op- 
erator of The Traveling Tickle Trunk 
on Whyte Avenue, hasn't completely 
made up her mind about phthalates 
yet, but she does recognize them as 
a concern — especially for women, 
‘on account of the absorbent tissue in 
the vagina. 


what products are made of.” 

And phthalates aren't the only 
thing to be wary of when buying 
adult toys. 

According to Stacy Stiles, national 
manager for the home party busi- 
ness Sensual Secrets, there are lots 
of hidden dangers toy users might 
not be aware of, including latex aller- 
gies, chemical reactions, and proper 
toy cleaning. “We talk about toy 
cleaners in our presentations, before 
the toys — so that when we get to the 
toys we can go, ‘OK, remember this 
toy cleaner? This is how you use it,’ 
and then we'll demonstrate. 

“€ven before I'll sell someone a 
lube,” Stiles continues, “| make them 
put it on their fingers and rub it, be- 
cause if they get a white frothiness, it 
doesn't work with their pH balance. 
I generally say if it does something 
funky on the outside, it's going to do 
something funky on the inside. Some 
of them cause yeast infections. If 
you're a person who's prone to yeast 
infections, you want to make sure 
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there's. no sugar, no glycerine in it.” 
And as Kerber says, it's important 

to inform yourself as to what you're 

getting, and choose your products 


Heads up | Brenda Kerber, owner of the Traveling Tickle Trunk, shows off her phthalate-{ree sex toys. PHOTO BY IAN JACKSON/EPIC PHOTOGRAPHY 


carefully. 

“Be careful, because a lot of places 
just know the right words,” she says 
"If it says ‘100 per cent silicone,’ 





that's a good thing... you know 
what that is. ‘Jelly rubber’ is not a 
technical term. That could be any- 
thing.” 
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DINING - CHINESE TAKE OUT - BY SCOTT LINGLEY ) 50 was 


Quality Before Decor 





CHINESE COMFORT FOOD IDEAL 
FOR NEW YEAR'S REPAST 





MIDNIGHT SUN RESTAURANT 
‘WOO3-I24th St. 780-452-7282 





Every time I set foot in a Chinese 
restaurant, I'm auditioning it for the 
coveted designation of the Place | 
Will Order From on New Year's Day 
‘The first day of January can be exis 
tentially and physiologically fraught, 
in my experience, so it's good to have 
a stack of DVDs, a two-litre bottle of 
Italian cola and the hangover phar- 
macopeia that is $40 worth of Chi- 
nese food. 

I'm no pushover, mind. 1 know 
what I like and I won't settle for su- 
permarket or buffet Chinese. I often 
feel reassured when I find a walk into 
the likes of Midnight Sun, a place 
largely bereft of esthetic charm or 
frills. Experience has inculcated in 
me the conviction that the less the 
proprietors care about making the 
dining room comfortable, the more 
they care about the quality of the 
food. In that sense, Midnight Sun 
was off to a running start. Though 
clean and well appointed with a cor- 
ner panorama of blizzard-afflicted 
124th Street, it was freezing in there. 
Half the diners were lone males, 
hunched in their coats over a free 
weekly and a bowl of noodles while 
the so-called EZ Rock burbled cloy- 
ing pop Christmas ditties in the 
background. An unstinting stream 
of taker-outers dropped the tempera- 
ture a few degrees with each entrance 
and exit. The walls were lined with 
generic Oriental art and faux-foliage 
— the real thing wouldn't have stood 
a chance in that climate. A pleasant 
woman in a turtleneck and pastel 
sweater ran the dining room and 


packaged all the to-go parcels, 

The menu offered both Chinese 
and Vietnamese but, having fallen 
hopelessly in love with the beef 
noodle soup at Thai Binh, | save all 
my Vietnamese love for our weekly 
brunch rendezvous. ‘Tonight 
would dine on soup, satay beef, al 
mond soo gai and mixed vegetables 
in black bean sauce. With rice 

Once our order 


we 


was in, time 
seemed to slow down. This gave us 
lots of opportunity to dwell on the 
antique paper place mats entitled 
“Know Canada” with 30 some-odd 


More than a spicy snap, the soup 
had a rich, roasted flavour that made 
each bite satisfying. 

When I say we ordered the almond 
soo gai ($10.75), I mean that we 
blindly ordered a chicken dish be- 
cause it claimed to include crushed 
almonds. What we got was two 
chicken breasts puffed up with thick 
batter and deep frying, chopped in 
big chunks and lavished with a syr 
upy sauce. Neither my co-diner nor 
1 are that big on battered, deep-fried 
things, but we were glad to discover 
immured in the thick coating there 





THE TAB: $40 FOR TWO, WITH LEFTOVERS 
THE GIST; MY CHINESE TAKE-OUT PRAYERS ARE ANSWERED 
TRY THE: SATAY BEEF 
AVOID: ALMOND SO0 GAl 





facts about our home and native 
land dotted across a map showing all 
Mt. 
Logan, Canada’s highest — 19,850 
ft.” These babies had languished on 
a shelf somewhere so long that the 


the provinces and time zones 


measurements were only in imperial 
units, 

Our server persuaded us to sample 
both the hot and sour soup ($4/ 
small) and the wonton soup ($3.95/ 
small), and | have to admit to being 
curious about what constituted the 
five-cent difference Both servings 
were big enough to give us each a 
good sample, and the wonton was 
pretty standard. The hot and sour 
soup — a key element of any New 
Year's recuperation regimen — gave 
us our first inkling that Midnight 
Sun had something up its sleeve 
The dark, viscous broth, dusted with 
white pepper, teemed with shredded 
carrots and fungus, barbecued pork, 
gg, peas and who knows what else. 


was some nicely cooked breast meat 

The satay beef ($10.50) and mixed 
veggies ($8.50) lived up to the ex 
pectations set by the superb hot and 
sour soup. The former, tossed with 
broccoli, carrots, peppers and onions 
was expertly spiced so as not obscure 
the complexity of the flavours, and 
the generous heap of beef strips was 
unbelievably tender. The veggies — 
bok choy, carrot, peppers and onions 
— were shellacked with salty black 
bean sauce and a hint of chili paste 
and wokked to soft-crunchy perfec- 
tion. I make a habit of ordering more 
Chinese food than I can eat at a sit 
ting and visions of leftovers were al- 
ready dancing in my head. 

More than that, a presentiment of 
2010's first day spent on the couch 
with a blanket, Once Upon a Time 
in the West and a big bag of take-out 
from Midnight Sun. The friendly 
woman who runs the place said 
they're also open on Christmas Day. 


GRILL, 1030-102 ST. DEC 10 AT7 p.m. 

‘THE ART SOCIETY OF STRATHCONA COUNTY: 
GENERAL MEETINGS A OTTEWELL ARTS CENTRE, 530 
‘BROADMOOR BLVD. SHERWOOD PARK Guests and prospec- 
{ive members welcome every second Tues. of each month. 
Doors at 7pm. 

ARTS MARKET CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEE HOUSE, 


| SBSHTIB AVE Artists and artisans sharing unique gifts with 


focal flavour. Every Sat. from 10 a.m. to 2 pum. inf: www. 
thecarrotca, 

CARROT VISUAL ARTISTS COLLECTIVE CARRU! 
(COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEE HOUSE, 9351-18 AVE. For visual 
artists. Second Wednesday of every month. 7 p.m, 
GHRISTMAS GALA SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY, 35-5 AVE 
SPRUCE GROVE TO DEC 23 Show and sale. Info: 962-0664, 
ACHRISTMAS PAST RUTHERFORD HOUSE, 1153 SAS- 
KATCHEWAN DRIVE, U OF A CAMPUS DEC. 3 Seasonal marsic, 
conkie baking. and craft making, I2p.m. 


| CHRISTMAS SHOW AND SALE JEFF ALLEN GALLERY. 
| STRATHCONA SENIORS CENTRE, 10831 UNIVERSITY AVE. TD 





DEC 3 int 433-5807. 

DLV. MUNMY SHOW FOOSH, 10566(-82 AVE. DEC 10 Grant 
MacEwan design students present an art show and sale 
witha live DJ. 730 p.m. 

ETS CHRISTMAS LIGHTS TOURS VARIOUS LOCATIONS, 
DEC. B-19 ETS takes a trip down Candy Cane Lane. Info: 
2075). 

FARMER'S MARKET ALHERTA AVENUE HALL 216-118 AVE 
Every Thu. year round. 20m. 

FESTIVE VEGAN & VEGETARIAN POTLUCK RIVERDALE 
COMMUNITY HALL. 9731-100 AVE. DEC. 85:30 pum. into: 
wewvota ca 

FREE FAMILY ART NIGHTS NINA HAGSERTY CENTRE 
‘9704-111 AVE. Fox Parents arw «hilidren up to 17. Every Thu. 
630 pam inf 474-76. 

‘THE HANDMADE MAFIA ORANGE HALL 10335-84 AVE 
DEC T Alocal monthly craft bazaar. 10 am. 

‘THE HANDMADE MAFIA SAVOY LOUNGE, 1040! WHYTE 
AVE. DEC 12 A local monthly craft bazaas, 102m. 
INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS DAY /DEAWAY ALL 
AGES ART SPACE, 10209 100 AVE DEC 10 4 rust arts celexa 
‘hon. S pum infer: www thehycezway,org. 

MAKE TT! ALBERTA AVIATION MUSEUM, T1410 KINGSWAY 
AVE DEC 11-13 Canadian artisan craft sale. info: www. 
makeftedmonton.com. 
SPORTSWORLD BIRTHDAY WEEKEND SPORTSWORLD, 
[710-106 ST. DEC T-13 Rolle skating disco party. tafe wor. 
‘sports-worldd.ca 

TAROT CARD READINGS THE HAT, 1025] JASPER AVE DEC 


HOUSE, 9351-16 AVE. Writing workshap every Tue of month. 
Tpm 

‘TOWN HALL ON HUNGER IN ALBERTA RIVERBEND 
‘PUBLIC LIBRARY, 460 RIVERBEND SQUARE DEC. 10 6:36 pum. 


LEARNING 


ARGENTINE TANGO CLASSES WITH CRISTINA & 


| VICENTE ORANGE HALL 10335-4 AVE. Beginners, intes- 


mediate/advance. Mondays at 730 pum. Infor 905- 8505/ 


vamtangottyahoora. 
[ARTIST AT HEART PROFILES PUBIC ART GALLERY. 19 
PERRON ST, ST ALBERT DEC. 2 Drop-in art class for adults. 2 


pum Info: 460-4310. 


| [DANCE MOVES: FEED THE FOOD BANK CHARITY 

| (CLASSCTTYHALL #1 SR WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE DEC 

| 6 nf (4/4386.445 8634 

| EDMONTON SOCAL ENTERPRISE FUND SEF OFFICE, 

| 9613-7 AVE. DEC 10 2009 Seminars: Learn about Social 
Enterprise. Doors 9:30 a.m. Cost: SISO. Register: worm. 

| socialenterpaisetund ca. or 293-5080. 

| EDMONTON YO-YO CLUB (WEM) Saturdays at |p. 
Outside of T&T Supermarket. 
GENEALOGY OPEN HOUSE STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY, 

| #7, SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE A seres on the subject. 
Fridays at pm. 

| LEARN MORRIS DANCE #19, KEEGANO HALL, RICHFIELD 

FD. 36A AVE Free Lessons. Saturdays at 10 arm Inf: 

4751626. 

MEDITATION AND BUDDHIST PRACTICE KARMA TASH! 

LUNG, 7050270 AVE. Wednesdays at pam: ww. 

| kammatashiting ca 
PAUL SVEN TEACHES STAND UP COMEDY THE LAUGH 
SHOP, 2ND FLOOR, 10368 WHYTE AVE. Mondays. Cal for 
etal on next clas. nfo: www thelaughshop.ca/476-1010 
SIMPLICITY CIRCLES PROVIDENCE RENEWAL CENTRE, 

| 3005-19 ST. DEC 4 Session & of 10. Maria Krszewski will 

| cover tops including us fr responsible consump 
tion, simply, diet are money. 7 pm. inf: rebeats8 
providencerenewal ca/7O1-1854. 


UEER 


WORM"S BOOK CLUB SECOND CUP (TI? ST.& 
JASPER AVE. ) Every Wednesday. 730 pum. inf: bookworm 
‘teamedmonton.ca. 

COFFEE & OPEN MIC NIGHT PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-11] AVE 
Saturdays at 4 pum Infor 486-3234 

LLY. WEDNESDAYS PRIDE CENTRE 9540-111 AVE. Various, 
doit yourset! projects. 3 pum. info: 488-3234 

GAMES & COFFEE PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE. Thursdays 
at 4pm Info: 668-3234. 

YULUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB: CROSSDRESSERS MEET 
MONTHLY VARIOUS LOCATIONS info: www. groups yahoo. 

| com/goup/edmonton lthesions/387-3343. 

MEN TALKING WITH PRIDE PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-171 
AVE. A social discussion group for gay, bisexual and 
‘wansgendered men to discuss curent issues and to offer 
‘Support to each othe. Every Sun. 7 p.m. Into: robwells7608 
hotmesLcom. 

PROFESSIONAL COUNSELLING PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-11 
AVE. Every Wednesday except for the first Wednesday of 

| every month. 7 p.m. info: 486 3734. 

‘SENIORS DROP-IN PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-11] AVE. A social 
and support group for seniors of all genders and sexualities 
to talk, have tea and offer each othes support. Every Tue. 

| and Thu. lnm. info: tufffishaw.ca. 

‘YOUTH MOVIE PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE. Movie chasen 
| by youth (aged 4-25), usually with LGBT themes. Popcorn is 
served. Fridays at 6:30 pum. info: brendianiGipridecentreofed- 
fmontonog. 


ACTIVISM 


CANDLELIGHT VIGIL ALBERTA LEGISLATURE BUILDING, 97 
(AVE 4 107 ST. DEC 12 \n support of the binding global climate 
| Ueaty in Copenhagen 5:30 pm. 

EDMONTON SMALL PRESS ASSOCIATION MCDOUGALL 
‘UNITED CHURCH, 1005-101 ST. An activist arts organization, 
seeking socially conscious artists, and production volunteess 
‘oman ongoing basis Wed at 7pm. info: 434-9736 ot 
contactidedmontonsmalipress org, 
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11053 86 ave www. levabar.com 
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MUSIC PROFILE - SCREECHING WEASEL - BY MIKE DEANE 1069 wards 


More Like The Screeching Daddies 


SCREECHING WEASEL MAY BE ONE 
OF THE BEST PUNK BANDS OUT 
THERE, BUT HAVING KIDS 
MAKES IT HARD TO TOUR 





‘SCREECHING WEASEL WITH OLD WIVES AND THE SPIN-OFFS 
New City (10061 Jaspes Ave), Fi. Dex. 1, doors at 7. 
Tickets; $32. available at Blackbyrd, Megatunes, Freecloud, New City. 





They are the best of the almost best 

Aside from the Ramones and the Buzzcocks, 
there is one pop-punk band that stands out as 
the greatest of all time: Screeching Weasel 
Bands like Green Day and Blink 182 have al- 
ways paid homage to Screeching Weasel, as 
those aforementioned bands took Screeching 
Weasel's formula, weakened it, made it more 
palatable and become ridiculously famous. 
Screeching Weasel, however, 
enced the same level of popularity. 

Which might have something to do with 
their history. They formed in 1986, and Ben 
Weasel (nee FoSter) arid Jolin’ Jughead, along 
with other rotating members, released albums 
until 2001, when they decided to call it quits 
Now, Foster is in a place where he is able to play 
Screeching Weasel's songs live, albeit with- 
out Jughead (they liad a falling out, it wasn't 
amicable, and Foster has retained the rights 
to Screeching Weasel while Jughead gets a cut 
from album sales and merchandise). Foster 
has reassembled the band with just one long- 
time member, Dan Vapid (who, Foster says, has 
always been his favourite member to work with 
creatively), and is taking the show out on the 
road, one show per month 

Foster called me from his home in Madison, 
Wisconsin, where he lives with his family - 
that's right, Mr. Weasel is a dad - and explained 
to me how Screeching Weasel is able perform 
once more: 

“Our touring days are long over,” he explains 
in his Chicago-meets-Fargo accent. “I've got 
three-month old twins.at home and I'm taking 
care of them during the day, so if we go out and 
do a fly-in once a month, that's about a week's 
worth of work for the band, and as the band's 
manager I'm looking at even more work. Even 


never experi- 


before the twins, I stopped touring years ago. 
Some people are built for it, and some aren't, 
and |the guys in the band] are just not built for 
touring.” 

This doesn't mean that this is some sort of 
cash-grab, or that they're playing out of con- 
yenience. Foster is still just as committed to 
Screeching Weasel as he’s ever been. Though 
the man who crafted the modern punk master: 
pieces “My Brain Hurts” and “Boogadaboogad 
aboogada” has grown up, he's still completely 
immersed in his music and is just as excited, if 
not more, to be Ben Weasel once again. 

‘One of the points of doing this is that a lot of 
people that never got to see us play are getting 
ot the best set-list 





that opportunity. And we've 


that we've ever had, and | know I'm biased, but 
we have the best line-up we've ever had as well 
It's a really good time to see the band.” 

Still, it's a bit worrying for some fans that 
long-time member John Jughead will not be on 
tour, and that most of the members are new 
comers. Foster stands behind the latest line-up, 
and also thinks that this group is the best in 
carnation of Screeching Weasel ever, and not 
just musically, 

“All of the guys are good musicians, but they 
also have a respect for what the band did in the 
past, and don’t want to compete with it. They 
want to play it correctly for the fans because 
they are fans,” he explains. “In the old days it 
was much more of a traditional band where, 
sure, | was the leader and de-facto manager, 
but there were always arguments and tension 
and the occasional power struggle, but these 
days it's pretty clear that I'm running the show 
and I'm calling all of the shots and there's not 
going to be really any arguing about it. It took 
me a long time to realize that I do know what's 
best for my band.” 

Foster has always had these outspoken opin- 
ions that have run counter to the popular peace- 
punk ethos of the community, and it has kept 
him as a highly contentious figure in punk rock 
for nearly three decades. Foster has always ruf- 
fled the feathers of the punk-rock purists and 
given them fodder for contempt, and now that 
Foster is more grown-up, he stands even more 





strongly behind this traditionalist attitude. 

“It's the kind of attitude that is decried by a 
lot of people who have never actually been in 
a band, but in my experience it's made playing 
in a band much more enjoyable,” he explains 
unapologetically. “There's no room for misin- 
terpretation, and we all go in fully informed 
and the guys know exactly what the situation 
will be, so they can go in and just play, they 
don't have to worry about the rest of it. Too 
often in the past I allowed friendship and busi- 
ness mingle too much, and a lot of resentment 
would build up. So, now it's like I’m the boss 
and here's the deal, take it or leave, and if you 
leave it, that's fine, no hard feelings, but if you 
take it, don't take it and then complain about 
it later.” 

At this point, the future of the band is not 
entirely certain. Foster and company will be 
playing one-off shows around North America, 
and will hopefully be writing a new album in 
the coming year for release at the beginning of 


Middle-Aged Punks | This week's show may be your last chance to catch a Screeching Weasel. PHOTO SUPPLIED 





2011. Prior to this will be a new release by Fos- 
ter's other band, The Riverdales, which features 
all but one of the same members of the reincar- 
nated Screeching Weasel. And fans shouldn't 
expect anything too different from previous 
outings, just something better thought out and 
crafted than Teen Punks In Heat. Foster still 
lists the Ramones, The Kinks and Buddy Holly 
as his most listened-to bands, and with that as 
the basis, fans should be pleased with the out- 
come 

“We've done so many records, | feel like we 
have to be careful and make sure it's a kick-ass 
record. Not to overthink it, but we have to make 
sure that the the songs are good and that it lives 
up to what we've done in the past. There are so 
many expectations, so maybe you can never re- 
ally live up to them, but you can at least go out 
and not embarrass yourself, and release some- 
thing of quality. So, I'm not going to half-ass it, 
I'm working hard to make sure it’s the absolute 
best of the tunes that I have.” 











Hot Cup of Joe | On Sunday rapper The Joe will release the new video for his track “You're Cool.” We 


think you're cool too Joe. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


12 + December 10 - December 16, 2009- see magazine « edmonton 


SIG TOP! 


HOT TICKETS - THIS WEEK’S MUST-SEE SHOWS 





| BIG TIME! 


BIG BLOSSOMS! 
| Blazing Violets 





The Old Ugly Circus 
Avenue Theatre | Dec. 13 


Tonight the marquee above Avenue Theatre 
should read: “Give me your ugly, your old, 
your frozen masses yearning to warm up, The 
wretched refuse of 118th Avenue. Send these, 
the homeless, tempest-tossed to me, | lift my 
lamp beside the Avenue Theatre door!” Yup, 
that about sums up the spirit of this musical 
Circus according to rapper The Joe who hopes 
the city’s dawn trodden poets and social re- 
jects show up to let the 15 bands on the bill 
warm their soul The line up Includes the likes 
of Bike Month, Caity Fisher, and Doug Hoyer 
who will debut his video for “Hey Lewis.” 


| Sloan 
Starlite Room | Dec. 12 


Considering bassist Chris Murphy was nearly 


| it's no coincidence that Sloan's i2th studio 
| release is titled Hit & Run, Fortunately the 
only thing that was broken beyond repair 
was his bike. His collar bone is healing just 
fine thank you very much, and just in the 
nick of time too, Last month CBC announced 
that Sloan had been nominated for the Life 
Time Achievement Bucky Award. With alittle 
luck by the time this snippet runs tomorrow, 
these Halifax home boys will have one more 
accolade to add to thelr distinguished career, 





killed in Toronto by a motorist this summer, | 





Brixx Bar & Grill | Dec. 11 


We know it’s colder than our grandma out- 
side, but don't worry. As this local party rock 
powerhouse starts burning through Its set 
list from their latest disc Violet Riot you'll 
shed your Sorels, and be dancing barefoot, 
drenched in sweat in no time — and if you 
don't there may be something seriously 
wrong with you. To top things off, on Nov. 
4 the Violet's Facebook status Informed us 
that song writing mode had been engaged 
with a tasty promise of fresh material for 
tonight's show. It's time to skirt and roll folks 
can you feel the groove? Because we can. 
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MUSIC: MANRAYGUN - BY THOMAS PATRICK PRINGLE | 6 waa 


Everything Is Temporarily Nostalgic 


LOCAL PUNK BAND, 
MANRAYGUN, SING THE 
PRAISES OF ALCOHOL AND 
REMINISCE ABOUT THE GOOD 
OL’ DAYS IN THEIR NEW CD 





MANRAYGUN WITH PALE MOON LIGHTS. 
The Artery (9535 Jasper Ave.). $15 at the door, includes the 
(0. Fil Dec. 11 (Doors at 9 PM), 





Nostalgia is a heavy thing. Local 
rockers Manraygun confront their 
memories and the post-post-modern 
angst associated with nostalgia in 
their new album: Everything is Tem 
porary, which provides a fascinating 


commentary on the shallowness of 





the American Dream. “Nostalgia is a 
double edged sword,” says songwrit 
er Dennis Lenarduzzi. “It's a good 
thing to look back, but it could be 
something where people get trapped 
into cycles and [wait] for that inter. 
vention.” 

That's exactly where Everything is 
Temporary gets its legs. Manraygun 
channels the gritty writing of Charles 
Bukowski or Raymond Carver into a 
full sound that makes you wonder 
what Born in the U.S.A. might look 
like with a Canadian flag instead of 
the stars and stripes. While they 
might tell tales of yore, the band also 





brings their music to a climax of rau 


cous barroom cheers 
Barroom cheers are familiar 


sounds to this k f 





ind, as so many o! 
Well 


Lenarduzzi 





these songs celebrate booze 
we all enjoy alcohol 
laughs. “Part of it is just tapping 


into the great myth. There's all the 


background noise of what we've 
grown up with in terms of our music 
and poetry, [and] it becomes part of 
the lexicon of how we express our 
selves, 

Alcohol is certainly an expressive 
force in Everything is Temporary 


Whiskey 


sings its 





where the blues-romp 


Makes a Wise Man Wiser 
praises, the 


excellent “Carousel 





asks: “Who could ever raise their 


glass to a self-made martyr 











While a couple of these tunes 
sing the blues of smoky barrooms, 
Manraygun also manage to fully 
embrace their punk roots: “Punk 
for us is a very broad term,” Lenar 
duzzi says. “It's a way of being and a 
way of carrying that torch.” To that 
end, Lenarduzzi met with British 
folk-punk legend Billy Brage while 
he was in town last month, and the 


band is taking a lead on Bragg's “Jail 








Guitar Doors” initiative. “[It’s} basi 
cally program that uitars in the 
hands of inmates and helps inmates 
with mentoring, so they can express 


We're 


hoping to effect some change, which 


themselves through music 


is what punk is supposed to do 
Lenarduzzi recalls fondly his days 
in the Edmonton punk scene, hang 


ing out with The Clash backstage at 
the 





Cinsmen Field house, how The 


Ramon: 





played the loudest show 


he's ever seen at the Convention 


Centre South, or how he was the 





first to book the Red Hot Chili Pep 
pers and about 15 people showed up 


what's his take on why a lot of 





away from telling 


Is today s 2 





hard-hitting stories? “A lot of it 
seems to be about sound, or rhythm, 
a being really cool or something 
Lenarduzzi says. “We've come to 
terms with that, we're of a certain 
age. Sorry, but I just don't look good 


in skinny pants. 





But Manraygun out-punks the 
American Apparel generation any 
day. For an album that likes to dwell 
on the past, Everything is Temporary 
shows absolutely no regret - and that 
might be the most punk thing of all 


d been involved in music for a lo 





long time, and I'd stopped for a long 
long time. One day I went "what am | 


doing? I'm not getting any younger 





As for any regrets, Lena 





This band was founded or 


getting 


rid of that stuff 





LYLE LOVETT 


AND HIS ACOUSTIC 


January (7 - Spm Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium 
www.ticketmaster.ca 780.451,8000 


ckua, 
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MUSIC PROFILE - MAGHETALANE. BYKATHLEENEELL text 


A Trip Down Magneta Lane 





Magneta Lane | Lex! Valentine (centre) abses 


ASELF-PROFESSED SUPER 
LYRIC NERD MAKES WRITING 
HER FOCUS ON THE NEW CD, 
GAMBLING WITH GOD 





MAGNETA LANE WITH SLOAN AND TV HEART ATTACK 
The Starlite Room (10030 102 St) Dec. 12, Doors @ 9pm 
Tickets: $20 @ Ticketmaster, Megatunes and Blackbyrd 





On the road, somewhere between 
Virginia and Massachusetts, 


dreary and raining. Lulled by her sur- 


it's 


roundings, Magneta Lane's singer, 
guitarist, Lexi Valentine, is seconds 
from falling asleep in the back of the 
band’s tour van. Until I call. A little 
dazed, she answers. 

“I'm here. I'm awake,” she assures. 
Snapping herself back from the edge 
of slumber, her voice evens, return 
ing to its usual inviting tones for our 
chat. While rain rolls down her win 
dow and small towns roll by, we talk 
rock n’ roll 

It's an auspicious time for the To- 
ronto trio, as Magneta Lane's sopho- 
more LP, Gambling With God, has fi- 
nally found its way into the world on 
Last Gang Records. It's been a long 


s5es over (yrics, PHOTO SUPPLIED 


labour of love; three years after their 
debut, a year and a half after they 
started recording it and around six 
months after the last track was put 
to bed. 


en so much time to actually sit and 


“I don't think we've ever tak 





look at our music and say ‘what do 
we actually want to do with this? 
Valentine says. And though the title 
may seem a wee bit cocky for mere 
mortals, it actually sterns from that 
lengthy process of self-reflection 
"While we were saying “Gambling 
With God,” 
saying, like, the white bearded guy 
up in the sky,” she clarifies. “You 
kind of figure out, as time goes on, 
that you can't get anything in return 
until you actually start gambling on 
At that time 
there were a lot of decisions that had 


we weren't necessarily 


certain things in life 


to be made, whether it was personal 
decisions or what we were going to 
do with the direction of the album. 
While we were in the process of 
writing, it was like we were gambling 
with all these choices." 

They settled on switching labels 
taking some time for themselves to 


balance out the work/life scales and, 
when it came to the actual business of 
music, 
They took what they 


from previous slam-bam recording 


they focused on production 
had learned 


experiences into the studio, where 
producer John Drew helped them 
Fronted 
by the messy rumble of guitars and 
backed by the hazy crash of cymbals, 


create a solid rock album 


Valentine's deep drone is cradled 
in the Magneta Lane's 
piece garage 
its them — not only 


honesty of 
thr 





straightforward 
style sound. It su 
sonically but morally as well 

My name comes from the Greek, 
meaning the ‘thunder of mankind,’” 
I think that's the 


h | take to people 


Valentine explains 


kind of appro: 





even if I don't know them. If I ever 








see someone taking advantage of 
them it really evokes this feeling of 
me having to defend that person if 
they can’t stick up for themselves. 
So, because of that, Lfind that in a lot 
of lyrics I feel like I'm almost lectur- 
ing somebody about something, I’m 
almost telling somebody off because 


that person that I saw going through 


that didn’t have a chance to fight for | 


themselves. 

The other thing is that I'm super 
picky ‘about lyrics,” she continues 
“My grandfather, he was a writer 
and he published a bunch of poetry 
books. The way that he used to blend 
words together and the imagery that 
he used to use, | looked at that and 
thought ‘you know what? If he can 
do this, I guess being part of the fam- 
ily, you have to live up to something’ 
L obsess over lyrics. Even when I'm 
listening on the radio, I'll be like ‘did 
that guy say this? He shouldn't have 
said that!’ I'm a super lyric nerd.” 

Before I say goodbye and let her 
drift back to watching the rain fall, 
it seems like the super lyric nerd de- 
serves the last word. 

She pauses. 

“] just want people to know that we 
mean it and that’s it.” 
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MUSIC ICPROFLE- uN CRUTCHLEY - BY PIOTR GRELLA-MOZEJKO | 57 words 


New Kid On Block 


lan Crutchley | 


COMPOSER IAN CRUTCHLEY’S 
ARRIVAL IN EDMONTON IS LIKE 
ABREATH OF FRESH AIR FOR 
CONTEMPORARY CLASSICAL 
MUSIC. 


If | were 





25 or so, perhaps moving 





to a large and cruel centre such as 
Toronto or New York would be an 
option,” says composer Ian Crutch 
ley. 
to establish myself, but | suspect the 


‘I'd probably have time to adjust, 


process wouldn't be nearly as enjoy- 
able as it's proven here.” He is quiet 
for a moment and then instantly 
“Well, {'m not 


and there 


and firmly concludes 
twenty-five were many 
reasons to come to Edmonton — and 
I don't regret it a bit." 

No stranger to Alberta, Crutchley 
taught at the University of Leth 
bridge, before heading east to spend 
a decade at Mt. Allison University 
in Sackville, N_B., 
position and music theory, Early in 
2009, he and his partner, the flautist 


lecturing on com 


Chenoa Anderson, decided to return 
to Alberta and, 
in Edmonton. Crutchley currently 
teaches electroacoustic music and 
related topics at the University of 
Alberta 

“When you are my age, each tran- 
sition threatens to be much harder 


eventually, settled 


than the one before. Chenoa and I ex 


| perienced nothing of the sort in Ed 





monton. People here are so friendly. 
They made our arrival really easy. 
We've barely gotten organized in our 
new place and performance enqui- 
ries have already started pouring in 
Chenoa’s busy and I've been teach- 
ing, composing and working with 
musicians who want to play my stuff 
1 already feel like I’m home.” 

New Brunswick's loss is Alberta's 


gain. Crutchley, educated at the Uni 


versity of British Columbia and in 
the U.K., where he received his PhD 
in Composition at the University 


bout moving to Edm 





ton. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


of York, has a fantastic reputation 
as one of Canada’s most inventive 
sound experimenters. By joining the 
roster of Alberta's progressive classi 
cal composers helps Edmonton com 
pete with Calgary, known for its very 
strong New Music scene, with the 
likes of Hope Lee, Allan Gordon Bell, 
David Eagle, Laurie Radford — all of 
them recognized internationally — 
creating a lot of buzz practically with 


every project. In terms of modem 





classical composition, Edmonton has 
for the longest time been perceived 
as a bit of a backwater. Now, with the 
arrival of Crutchley, and in no small 
part due to the quality of his work 
that perception is changing. 

Crutchley says, “I've been lucky to 
team up with some great artists. Cur- 
rently, I'm writing a piece which was 
commissioned by Ontario's The Pen. 
derecki String Quartet. Is it ever ex- 
citing to write for them. They are leg 
ends and deservedly so — how many 
artists of that calibre have done this 
much for the sake of Canadian mu- 
sic? The piece is extraordinarily im: 
portant to me — all composers want 
to write a string quartet, the genre 
itself founded and developed by the 
giants; Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven, 
Brahms, Schoenberg, Bartok. Such 
a huge and overwhelming tradition, 
and to put me against [that tradition] 
— isn’t it fascinating?” 

Crutchley is also composing for 
the noted East Coast performance 
artist, Linda Rae Dornan. “She deals 
with memory, loss, and nature,” he 
explains, “and I'm creating electron- 
ic soundscapes for it. Working with 
Linda is always special to me because 
there's so much intensity in her per- 
formances.” 

And next? Crutchley finds his in- 
spitation close to home. “I love work- 
ing With Chenoa,” Crutchley laughs 
“€dmonton’s our new home — let's 
work together on some new music.” 
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VIP Admission, Party 
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DOWNTOWN 
December 11th & 12th 
TONY DIZON 


December 15th-18th 


December 19th 
DRS) 31935 
MOVIE 
DERINA HARVEY 


feat 


WEST EDMONTON MAL 
December 11th & 12th 
JIMMY WHIEF 


December 15th -19th 
ASSIGNED SEATING 


Even Mom Might Like These Guys | TV Heart Attack plays it nice, PHOTO SUPPLIED 


TV HEART ATTACK’S FRONT- and being forgotten 

MAN IS ALL ABOUT SINCERITY, Vancouver's TV Heart Attack has 
AS THE NEXT BIG THING IN a plan. They might not take over the 
MUSIC PROMOTION rock world anytime soon, but they're 





relentless in their pursuit of achiev- 


TV HEART ATTACK WITH SLOAN AND MAGNETA LANE 
‘The Starlite Room (10030-102 St.) Dec 12, Doors @ 9pm 
| Tickets: $20 @ Ticketmaster, Megatunes and Blackbyrd 
theyre Building teen own brand 


ing their goals day after day. Through 
their connection with audiences and 
their ability to promote themselves, 












Although it's not exactly like Ameri- 
can Idol, 
band is a lot like an audition, Audi- 
ences are a fleeting bunch. We are all 


touring as an emerging 


too aware of how an artist can be the 


new black one day and left for dead 


“When you're touring across Can 
ada and you're hitting these cities 
— these towns — [and] it's your first 
or second time going there, and the 
hours are long, is a pretty exciting 


time for us,” says TVHA frontman 













the next Jason Corbett. “It can be tough, but 


Even if the audition goes well night to steal something from Jeff Buck 


after night, success doesn't often fol- ley: ‘after awhile you're like a foot 


low. The unfortunate reality exists: ball player who's out of gas and you 


KEVIN COOK BAND 
m WED DEC 16 


Accounting 


music is a cut-throat business and make moves that you never thought 


the avenues an artist paves and the you had in you.’ You just base it on 


connections a band creates make the _ instinct 


difference between getting noticed And while they have the opportuni 








Nursing Early childhood care and education 


What if school could go to you? 


15 Alberta institutions 
400+ online courses 
40+ online programs 
1 location 
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Health care 





Online learning gives you the flexibility to: 








© Complete your courses and program at your own pace 
© Learn from home 


© Work towards a new credential without interrupting 
your current career 




















24-7 technical support provided. Ss 








Register now for winter classes. 
www.ecampusalberta.ca 


@CampusAlberta 


Where life and learning click™ 


saysuery Ayissaniug « Bujpes6dn ynpy 
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_ Nice Guys Finish First? 





ty to tour and play to crowds — large 
or small — TVHA certainly hasn't 
mailed it in with their efforts, 


as 
they've pursued every aspect of their 
“There are people 
out there who are interested. There 


band’s success. 





are people following us. You've got 
to keep working, keep giving them 
content. That could mean that you 
keep twittering or maintaining your 
online presence. Because there are 
people out there watching and listen- 
ing. You've got music you have creat 

ed and there are people who want to 
hear it....hopefully,” Corbett laughs. 

TVHA% latest, Lost in the Sway, 
has allowed for their fans to come en 
masse and things haven't looked bet- 
ter for the foursome. Corbett admits 
that they are now doing a lot of con 
densed press and how, through meet 
ing people and making positive con 
nections, they've engineered some 
unbelievable opportunities through 
sincerity and networking 

We've been doing so much press 
lately and it’s amazing. We've got a 
new video that should have cost us 
$150,000, but it only cost us a cou 
ple of thousand because of people we 
knew through networking. We've 
been really lucky. People in the film 
industry like us, people in the video 
game industry like us. We're in the 
new Vancouver Olympics video 
game by Sega - it’s going to be sold all 
over the world,” says Corbett. “We're 
credited right on the back and in the 
rolling credits. That's some major ex- 
posure. We're even in NHL ‘09 — it's 
a really crazy feeling lately.” 

“But you know what I've worked 
hard at? Being sincere with people 
I see the way certain bands act to- 
wards people and I just cringe, and | 
carvt-do that. Over the years I stuck 
to my guns about the way I treated 
people and it paid off, not that I ex- 
pected any reward, but it’s sure nice 


| when people come aut of the wood- 


| work for us.” 
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tne 
YES NICE 


Blindfolded 
ttt 


Recent Edmonton ex-pats Nathaniel Wong and Scott McKellar — aka Yes Nice — bare 
their souls on their beautiful and ethereal new album Blindfolded. The tracks are rich | 
€nd full soundscapes; with lush orchestration, soaring background vocals, and moumful 
cello's swirling around their songs of passion and longing. “Don't you know it’s only cause 
you can’t/You want to love her like you love yourself” Wongs moums on the wistful“Only | 
Cause’ You Can't.” Much of the album is dreamy meditation - the perfect soundtrack for 
azing out your frost-whorled windowpanes at the tundra outside — but when the boys 
kick It up-tempo they have enough zeal to bring a smile to even the most jaded hipster. 
“Iwanna wait for judgment day/You say ice and | say up in flames,” Scott McKellar belts with unbridled passion on the jubilant gallopof — | 


“Horses” — possibly the funnest song about the end of the world not written by R.EM. Gorgeous and nuanced, Blindfolded will warm your 
heart on the coldest winter night. 


JOSH MARCELLIN 


YES NICE - BLINDFOLDED 








4 
| 


SEA WOLF 
White Water, White Bloom 


(Gangestad Records) 
wks 





If didn’t know any better, 'd swear under oath that Sea Wolf's leader of the pack, Alex 
Brown Church, is Canadian. Lyrically, Church's focus on delicate descriptions, ominous 
story telling, beautiful mythologies and the crisp resonance of the ideal word in its ideal 
Place could easily be said to aspire to the great tradition of Canadian song writing. The 
bottomless layers of violins, cello and various organs struts out that mini-orchestral 

feel we do so well. Moreover, there is a chill, a darkness and a longing to the band’s 

2 sophomore album, White Water, White Bloor, that is characteristic of musicians that 
have survived the bleak winters of the north. Church is, in actuality, based out of LA. But | feel so strongly about his Canadian citizenship! 
do alittle digging et viola — he spent a winter with his love in Montreal writing most of the folky songs on the new album. Whether that’s 
just Church being Church or the influence of a slightly snowier Christmas season, White Bloom is a lovely indie-folk album. And it could 
probably land the band some free health care. 

KATHLEEN BELL 





| —_— 


Til The Casket Drops | 

(Sony) 

takke 

Virginia brothers Malice and Pusha T's swaggering third full-length album crackles with 

B the intensity and focus bred from their years of singin’ coke. Paranoid drug-trade verses 

weave through the claustrophobic “Never Will It Stop,” and the duo pop their collars on 

f the chest-thumping lead single “Kinda Like a Big Deal” (featuring the reigning king of 

monster egos: Kanye West). But Til The Casket Drops isn’t all drug-running and self- 
promotion. The classic mid-90's bounce of “Counseling” reveals the introspective side of 

| @ gangsta trying to stay faithful to his woman, and on the family love-note “Champion,” 

Pusha 7 spits theven) un-street “| thought: that life was a bad bitch, bad car/nab/life is with your kids watching Madagascar.” Whilethe | 

album makes a few regrettable forays into the clichés of cash, clothes, and ho’s, Til The Casket Drop’s balance of street-cred, honesty, and 

tight beats make it one of the best hip-hop albums of 2009. | 

JOSH MARCELLIN 





(Disc Of The Week: 

WALE 

Attention Deficit 

(Nibdo/Interscape) 

week 

Unlike, say, Kanye West, Wale’s strut and ingenuity is his only real value. And although 
he does like to mention his name a lot, he is not like far too many other rappers; Wale’s 
obsession for megalomania doesn't create the hype. After putting out several mixtapes, 
including 2008's brilliant Seinfeld-themed Mixtape about Nothing, where he asked 
“what is the deal with this rap stuff? Since Napster, this game's been crashing,” Wale 
has finally come out with his first ‘official’ release. Wale realizes that in an era where you 
can download Attention Deficit before you finish reading this review, his opportunity is 
solely based on taking the hip-hop world by storm and using media for good. Resisting the urge to make his personality the merchandise, 
Attention Disorder is a product filled with peppy beats and soul-inspired loops, driven by always shrewd, Tribe-Called-Quest- like rhymes 
of Wale. Download Wale’s mixtapes, buy this album. 

CURTIS WRIGHT 








| “If only |had an enemy bigger 
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MUMFORD AND SONS 
Before it’s too late and buried under ail this 
ice, perhaps the toughest folk album of the 
year, out of England like they all used to be 
back before anyone had dental plans 
Don't let the dumb and certainly 
accidental pun in the name 
tum you off; this is toothy 
songwriting, 4 little like 
Neutral Milk Hotel calmed 
down and loaned Bonnie 
Prince's favourite banjo pick 


than my apathy | could have won,” 
is just one line worth quoting at the races. 
That's from “I Gave You All,” sung by Marcus 
Mumford like it’s bitterly meant, indeed 
“Sigh No More” Is one of thase records that 
crawls up to you late at night, when you 
want to crank it up and fumble through its 
vegetable-skin layers, but don’t want to 
wake anyone up. Luckily, they just invented 
something called headphones, where you 
can really begin to dig just how well pasted 
these echoing, yellowed-sounding acoustic 
op songs are (because of producer Marcus 
Dravs, who thanks to working with Bjork and 


| Arcade Fire understands all about con- 


trast, quietness and subsequent 
Land of Dairy Queen explo- 
sions when needed), 

More brain fodder, see if 

this fits your life at all: “But 

it was your heart on the 

line. really fucked it up this 
time, didn't |, my dear?” Yeah, 
thought so. Are you thinking of 
them or your sweet self? It doesn’t really 
matter. “Thistle and Weeds" ts another serial 
killer at the door, a minor-key descent into 
inevitability: “Corrupted by the simple sniff 
of riches blown, | know you have felt much 
more love than you've shown — and 'mon 
my knees and the water creeps to my chest” 
Yikes! Maybe stay away form this is you're 
pissed off at your ex, ok? 

keke 








TOMAS MARSH 

SELF-TITLED EP 

With a little jacked production value that 

Dulls the instruments up in the mix, this 

heavy and brooding local act might be onto 

something interesting. Though his vocals 

are tenuous, Marsh has landed 

in this extremely weird no-fly 

zone between stoner rock 
and Depeche Mode —| cart 
even begin to guess what 
his Wil avatar is wearing. 
Marsh's lyrics are downright 

bizarre. spelling disco with an 

extra “a,” firinstance. But | do like 

how extremely fucking mad he sounds the 

whole time, and the sloppiness reminds me 

of Joy Division. 'd pump the beat up abit. 

dive into the goth without apology and go 

just a little crazier — can’t wait to see what 

happens here. 

weet 


OLD SCHOOL 
LUCINDA WILLIAMS 
CAR WHEELS ON A GRAVEL ROAD [1998] 
This polished album was and is perfect 
mountain highway music It’s the stuff of 
Stolen relationships, drinking too much 
and escaping the fuck out of town 
whenever possible with an 
invincible partner, Fittingly, 
the drawl-y, slide-chunky 
Songs are all about motion, 
boazing and trying to have a 
relationship, as hard as they 
say thatis. 
It's much softer and more romantic 
than Williams may actually be, but infinitely 
‘sexy from the opening song singing, “The 
way you move Is right in time with me” 

i Lost It" is the Dest song. whirling and 
upbeat in the middle of some incumbent 
disaster. Sung sad and slow with Emmylou 
Harris, “Greenville” might also make you 
want to die in some pleasant way. Try It! 
keke 





DEVANEY'S IRIS! 


oH PUB* 


Live Entertainment 


December 11th & 12th 


DERINA HARVEY 


December 14th 
AJ GOODVIN 


December 14th 
DUFF ROBINSON 


18th & 19th 
RINA HARVEY, 
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MUSIC 





ST | DESTROY ROCK & ROLL 
OVA | THE GIRLS CLUB | A. 
BOIL | BECTRO ROCK | DICTA: no 


EVERY FRIDAY 


E& SMASH 
SYNTH ROCK. 


| ‘THE FOUR SUCHY SISTERS IN 
THE AMBERS CELEBRATE THE 
SEASON WITH A WHOLE NEW 

| CANADIAN CANON 





| A"NEW" CANADIAN CHRISTMAS CANON 
With The Ambers and Bob Jahrig 

| Queen Alexandra Community Hall 10425 University Ave.) 
‘Dec. Tl, Doors f@ 7. Ticket: $18 advance $22 at door. Tixon the 
Squave (780 420-1757). 





It's Christmas time again. And for 
The Ambers, a vocal quartet con- 
sisting’ of sisters Renee, Stephanie, 
Julie.and Amber Suchy, it only made 
sense to say yes when local artist Ben 


MUSICPROFILE - THE AMBERS - BY KATHLEEN BELL | 683 worts 


A Merry Amber Christmas 


All in the Family | Renee, Stephanie, Julie and Amber Suchy make beautiful music together. PHOTO SUPPLIED 





ee 


Sures asked the group to participate 
in a Christmas concert focused on 
family. After all, the siblings have 
been singing together since their 
voices could merely blend in with a 
choir of aunts, uncles, parents and 
grandparents at family gatherings. 
Chatting to three of the four sis- 
ters over coffee on Whyte, it turns 
out that carolling had been a waning 
tradition around the Suchy house- 
hold, but they’re more than happy to 
revive it this year. “We had a couple 
rehearsals last week and we were all 
a bit nervous,” begins Stephanie, the 
bubbliest of the crew. “But we started 




















Save your shillings. 








¥ DEFIN 





Register online or by phone for your January 2010 classes before December 15 and get 10% off. 


iGeve 


Personal Training 





Web: www.definingeve.com ¢ Phone: (780) 482-7030 
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singing and J just had a flashback, a 
really big flashback, to all of us sit 
ting in our bathroom recording in 
the bathtub a Christmas tape for a 
Christmas present for our parents.” 

“And Mom's banging on the door 
because we had to go to church,” 
adds Amber, immediately immersed 
in the same memory. 

“I remember it was a long tape re- 
corder and you had to push the two 
buttons together." 

“Renee was directing,” says Am- 
ber. "Not directing but saying, 'this is 
who we are,.."" 

“Oh, | was directing,” corrects Re- 
nee, with a laugh. Clearly, she’s the 
oldest 

“Then afterwards we went to 
church,” continues Amber overtop 
of Renee. “I got hold of the tape re- 
corder and did the songs that I want- 
ed to do because I didn't get to pick 
any. So at the end of the recording 
there's 

Little Amber!” sing Stephanie 
and Renee in a perfect unison only 
sisters could accomplish on the fly. 

For the upcoming concert, how- 
ever, the ladies all had a say in the 
song selection under one condition 
from Sures — the songs had to be 
Canadian. What seemed like a tricky 
proposition at first soon became an 
engaging challenge. “We want to 
turn them into classic Christmas 
songs,” says Stephanie. “Because | 
don't think they really are yet. People 
know them as Canadian songs but I 
don't think they're really recognized 
as Christmas carols in their own 
right.” 

Together they've come up with 
a list that includes a mix of newer 
songs as well as the canonical, such 
as Gordon Lightfoot's “Song for a 
Winter's Night,” and Joni Mitchell’s 
“The River”. 

1 point out those Canadian clas- 
sics have a slightly sombre bent. “I 
thought about that with “The River’ 
and then I thought that’s part and 
parcel of holidays,” says Renee. 

“L don’t necessarily find them de- 
pressing,” says Amber. “I find them 
| to be comforting and homey.” 

“Which is why she is singing 
[Leonard Cohen's] “Hallelujah” and 
Tam not,” jokes Renee. 

“I'm not sure they are so depress- 
ing as they are melancholy,” adds 
Stephanie. “And I think that's a real 
sentiment of winter in Canada — 
you know you're cozy in your house, 
It's cold outside, They're expressing 
ideas | think all Canadians can relate 
too.” 

And if we experience the holi- 
days differently, then maybe we 
should celebrate differently. At the 
very least, we can sing along to our 
very own Christmas canon, no mat- 
ter how beautifully depressing or 
| strangely comforting you happen to 
find it 
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DREAMS CENTURY CASINO, 17103 FORT RO. Fisetwood Mac 
Tribute. Tikets: www ticketasterca 

MICHELLE WRIGHT FESTIVAL PLACE. 100 FESTIVAL Wav, 
SHERWOOD PARK info ww festivalpace ab ca/449-3378 
THE ORIGINAL SIX HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB, 151204 STONY 
PLAIN RO. With li EAL 

SEED BONE & HAMMER KASBAP LOUNGE. 10446 WHYTE 
AVE. Kath MacLean and Lane Arndt launch thew CD of 
poetry. 730 pm 


AXE SMASH'S BLACK DENIM PARTY THE COMMON. 
J0126-126 ST. With Poly Yesterday. 9pm. 

DJ GUNDAM BLACK 006 FREEHOUSE (TOP LEVEL), 10425 
WHYTE AVE. 


Tomas. 

SURELY TEMPLE THURSDAYS TEMPLE, 10030-102 ST. 
Doors at 9 pm. 

THIRSTY THURSDAYS ENCORE CLUB, #116, 957-FIR ST. 
With DJ Kenni Kix 

TIGHT JAMS THURSDAYS BLACK 006 FREEHOUSE (MAIN 
LEVEL), 10625 WHYTE AVE With Mike B. and Brosnake. 
TOPWISE SOUNDSYSTEM BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
(LOWER LEVEL), 10425 WHYTE AVE 

URBAN SUBSTANCE THURSDAYS GINGUIR SKY LOUNGE. 
5505-118 AVE 


FRIDAY 


ANEW CANADIAN CHRISTMAS CANON QUEEN ALEXAW- 
DRA HALL, 10425 UNIVERSITY AVE. With The Ambers, and 
Bob Jahrig. Info: 288-811/www.northemlights fra, 

BIRD SANG SONG HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB) S120A STONY 
PLAIN RD. CD release. 

BLAZING VIOLETS BRIX BAR & GRILL, 1030-102 ST With 
Arms Up, and Thomas Marsh. 

HEADWIND JEKYLL & HYDE PUB, 10209-100 AVE. 9 xm. 
IVE MUSIC STEEPS OLD GLENORA, 1241] STONY PLAIN RD. 
Doors at 8:30 pum. 

MANRAYGUN THE ARTERY, 9535 JASPER AVE. CD Release 
Tpm. 

THE PROPER CHARLIES CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS 
COFFEE HOUSE, 9351-118 AVE. 730 nm. 
ROLLANDA LEE JEFFREY'S CAFE & WINE BAR, 9660-142 ST. 
‘SCREECHING WEASEL NEW CITY, 10081 JASPER AVE. With 
(Old Wives, and The Spin-Offs, 7 pm. 

WEASEL AFTERPARTY LIXWID LOUNGE, 10081 JASPER 
AVE With The Blame-Its, and guests. 
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4 PLAY FRIDAYS ENCORE C 
Imho Austin, 
BEER FEST FRIDAYS LUCKY i 


LUR, #116, 957-F4R ST. With OY 






AVE. Local house and international guest 
DANCEHALL RESEAE Wet GREES,10730-10 
AVE. With Generation IIVERX. Doors at 10 pin. Inf 
414-0233 

DJ DONOVAN NEWCASTL 1, 6108-90 AV 
DJ EDDY TOONFLASH BUDDY’ PUB, 117258 JASPER AVE 
DJ SEXXXY BOOTS BAR, 10762106 ST 

(J. SHAWNIBIS ON THE ROCKS, I70JASPER AVE 

(O) SUSPEKT THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE. 1076! 
AVE Spm 

DEEP GROOVES FOR THE SOUL THE COMMON, 
ST.With Scott Woodworth, ForaFee, 0) Wifi, and Brasil 
Spm. 

DESTROY ROCK & ROLL Ha 3 
FORBIDDEN FRIDAYS EMPIRE GALL ROOM (WER! 
FORMULA FRIDAYS LFVEL-2-LOUNGE, T1607 JASPER AVE 
FREE AND FRESH FRIDAYS BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
TOP LEVEL), 10425 WHYTEAVE With Marcit Fresh, and 
Free the Dd 
LADIES NIGHT ALTHY MOKA’ 
LIGHT MY FIRE! PAWN SHOP 2 
Blue Jand Travy D. 

MIND FUNK FRIDAYS TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS, 1018-105 
ST. Doors at 2am, 

RUSKO STARLITE ROOM, 10030-102 ST, With Mimosa and 
quests. 9pm, 


























1OSTIA WHYTE AVE 





YOO MILE HOUSE AXIS CAFE. 10349 JASPER AVE. CD release 
(nfo: 966-5632. 

THE CHRISTMAS CAROL PROJECT WINSPEAR CE 
9720-102 AVE 8 p.m. Tickets: wow winspeartentre 
E-TOWN BEATDOWN LKWID LOUNGE. 10087 JASPER AVE 
With Randy Graves, and The Guitty Party. 

BARR OFTHE DOGELACK DOG FREEIOUSE; [MAIN LEVER), 
10425 WHYTE AVE. Live acoustic 4 





MARX STERLING FESTIVAL PLACE. 100 FESTIVAL WA 
‘SHERWOOD PARK 730 p.m. Tickets: www festivalplace 
abica/449-3578. 

PETRO POLUJIN JULIAN’S PUANO BAR, 11727 KINGSWAY 


AVE Bam. 


‘SLODAN STARLITE ROOM, 10030-102 ST. With Magneta Lane 
and TV Heart Attack. 9 p.m. Tickets; www.tichetmaster.ca, 
THOM BENNETT TRIO SORRENTINO’, 4208 CALGARY 
TRAR SOUTH 8 pm. 


DANCE HALL REGGAE WIGHT 180 DEGREES, 10730-107 


AVE. With Generation IIVEXX. Doors at 10 p.m. info: 
6-03, 

DSHOT PHILLY RED STAR, 10538 JASPER AVE 
(DULUCKY 8 PROHIBITION, 11026 JASPER AVE. 10 pm. 
‘DU SEXXXY BOOTS BAR, 10242-106 ST. 


GREAT GIGS YOU MISSED LAST WEEK 


|. HIGHER LEVEL THURSDAYS LEVEL-2-LOUNGE 11607 
SPER AVE. 

MIA FELLOW BUDDY’ PUB, 117258 JASPER AVE 
PUNK ROCK BINGO FILTHY MCNASTY'S, IOSIIA WHYTE 
AVE RUMP SHAKIN THURSDAYSWUNDERBAR HOFBRAU: 
‘HAUS, 8120-101 ST. With 0) Thermos. 

SIN THURSDAYS LUCKY 13, 0557-82 AVE. With DJ Mike 


Goodbye, Delitah | At the pleasantly sketchy Mona Lisa's pub on the north side. S 


am Wand Norm 0. right 


Sing a tribute to Capital City Burlesque’s Delilah Manhandler. The dancer is marrying handsome musician Lyle 
Bell this weekend, don't you know, PHOTO BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY. 


10442 whyte ave 439.1273 


# BLAKROC 


: BLAKROC 


www.blackbyrd.ca 








Turn “maybe attending” 


aged the rot | music on sven ats sx class the bark 


OU SHERI NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL 6108-90 AVE 
LADIES NIGHT FILTHY MCNASTY'S, 1OSIIA WHYTE AVE 
LADY LUCK SATURDAYS LUCKY 13, 1055)-82 AVE 

‘THE MENACE SESSIONS BLACK DOG FREEHDUSE (MAIN 
EVEL) 10425 WHYTE AVE 










OH SNAPI GRU BAR 4 GRILL 10030-102 ST. With Degree 
‘obra Comma tery, and guests. 9 pst 
SO SWEET SATURDAYS ENCORE CLUR 


#716.957-F1R ST. With D) Love J 
SOUND IT UP! BLACK 006 FR 
HOUSE (TOPL 
AVE With 0) Sonny Grier: 








CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS 
MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH, 
0025-101 ST. Pesformances by the Yeung, 
lumiblan Singers, Elaine Donte. 
and the Chanteuses Ladies’ (hn 
toonthesquarerca. 
ACELTIC HARP STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY, €7SIR 
WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE 2pm. 

CELTIC MUSIC SESSION DEVANEY 
AVE. Hoste by Ker-tynn 2wickes Doors st & ppm 

MARC BEAUDIN 2 0643-123 ST, Show at 6:30 
pm 

PETRO POLUJIN ROVAL COACH DINING ROOM, 4775-157 
AVE Spm 





Slip 
30 pun 















‘DJ RUDY ELECTRO BUDDY’ PUB, 
‘SOUL SUNDAYS BLACK DOG FREEHO 
10425 WHYTE AVE. With D) 2yppy 





JASPER AVE 
USE (MAIN LEVEL) 





BLUE JAY'S MESSY NEST BLACK 006 FREEHOUSE (MAIN 
LEVEL) 10425 WHYTE AVE. With 0! Blue say. 

DJ RUDY ELECTRO BUDDY’S PUS, 117258 JASPER AVE 

IN MONDAYS LUCKY 13, 1055-82 AVE. With DJ Chad Cook. 
METAL MONDAYS FILTHY MENASTY'S, IOSTIA WHYTE AVE 


LIVE ACOUSTIC THE HAT, 1025) JASPER A 
TROUBADOUR TUESDAY'S GRIXX Bar 
W02ST Spm. 

TROUBADOUR TUESDAY'S BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030- 
102 ST. 9pm. 





DJ ARROWCHASER BUDOY'S PUB, 17258 JASPER AVE. 
DU HOT PHILLY RED STAR, 10538 JASPER AV 
DJ XAOLIN & JAE MAZE CROWN PUB 10709-109 ST. 10 pum. 





HOT PICK 


AFTER PARTY 
Screeching Weasel 


h Y Punk rock 





EDDIE LUNCHPAIL BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE (MAIN LEVE: 
10425 WHYTE AVE 

JOEY D AND JAMES RENTON BRIXX BAR & GRILL, I 
10257.9pm. 

‘TURBO TUESDAYS FILTHY MC 








5, JOSTIA WHYTE AVE 


DAN SKAKUN COPPER P07, #101 

HN0 mi lnto: 452-7600 
JAZ & SHIRAZ WEDNESDAYS 
RED PIANO CAJUN BISTRO & DUEL 
(NG PIANO BAR (WEM) Hosted ny 








LIKWID LOUNGE 


BEAT PARTY WEDNESDAYS 
STOLLI'S, #201, 10368 WH 
0) DOPEY LIKWID LOUNGE, 1005; 








930pm 
GUEST DJ RED STAR, 105: 
RETROACTIVE RADIO BLACK 006 FREEHOUSE (MAIN 
LEVEL), 10425 WHYTE AVE 

SOUL/BREAKS BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE (7 
10425 WHYTE AVE. Wit 





JASPER AVE 


TOPLEVELI 





TREEHAUS WEDNESDAYS THE COMMOW, J0124-124 
ST. WILD STYLE WEDNESDAYS BRIX BAR & GRILL 
10030-102 ST, 


BARRY PAETZ TOUCH OF CLASS GAMING ROOM, 11727 
KINGSWAY AVE. DECT-I2 830 p 
CATALYST CASINO EDMONTON, 
Into: 463-9467 

DUFF ROBISON ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 
DEC BS 

DWAYNE CANNAN (1SCAR" PUB 
SHERWOOD PARK DEC 114128 p.m 
THE EMERALDS YELLOWHEAD CASINO, N64 

ND into: 424-9467 

FIST FULL OF BLUES BLUES ON WHYTE 10329 WHY 
AVE DEC F-2 

GRAHAM LAWRENCE JU /AN'S PIAND BAR 11777 KIN: 
SWAY AVE. DEC 10-11 8 pum. 
HOLIDAY EXTRAVAGANZA RIVER CREE RESORT AND 
CASINO, WHITEMUD DR. & WHITEMUD RO, ENOCH 
This special atts 
with great 
930-2619, 
JACK SEMPLE VARDBIRO SUITE, #11 TOMMY BANKS WAY 
OEC 1-2 With Sandro Dominelll. 8 pn. 

JASON GREELEY ATLANTIC TRAP AND GiLL, 7704-104 ST. 
DECIOR 

KYLER SCHOGEN BAND SNEAKY PETE'S 2315-118 AVE 








2GYLL RA OE 


27 CHIPPEWA RU 











B 
action combines sparkling vocals teamed 
lady songs plus a fabulous dine. Tickets: 

















‘l’'m flying in. 


DECIR Spm 
MILL CREEK COLLIERY BAND DOW CE 
(6700-84 ST. FORT SASKATCHEWAN DEC L 
30 pm. Surnday at3 p. 
MISTER LUCKY SUNWY BROOK HOTEL 
UNNYBROOK OE opm 
ROTTEN DAN AND BOOGIE CONTROL BILE 
10329 WHYTE AVE. DEC 4-19. 
‘TERRY AND THE MCDADES ARDE 





NNIAL CENTRE 
9 Saturday at 


B HWY 39 





IN WHYTE 





N THEATRE 


ST ANNE 





Tickets: wow ticket 


OPEN STAGE 


CRAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 557 

at? pm 

DUELING PLANO SHOWS IVORY CLUE, 10304-1 
y Byun. Fil Sat 9pm 

HERE COME THE ZDOMERS (A OMMUNITY ART 
Fi 935718 AVE. Tp inf: 752-4867 








Every 














Spm 
TALBERT Doors at 9pm 
ER AVE 8 pm 
COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 55? (ALG 
atSour 


DUELING PIANO SHOWS IVORY CLUB. 10304-N11 ST Every 
Thu 8 pum Fria Sat 9pm. 


BLUES ON WHYTE 10379 WHYTE AVE. Doors at 4 p.m. 
CARROT ARTS COFFEE HOUSE 9351-118 AVE Music and 
poetry open mic. Ooars at7 pum. 

COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 55? CALGARY TR. Doors 
(CROWN PUB 10709-109 ST. 2 p.m Into: 428-SAIB. 
DUELING PLANO SHOWS IVORY CLUB, 10304-117 ST. Every 
ThoB pum Fri Sat 9am 

LB°S PUB #710, 23 AKINS DR ST. 
WORANGO'S TEK CAFE 107 








ALBERT Doors at 4:39 p.m 
99 ST. Doors at 7 p.m. 





BEER HUNTERS 386 ST. ALBERT RO, ST. ALBERT 
EDDIE SHORTS 10713-24 ST.Doorsat 9pm 
HULBERT'S 7601-11557. Doors at 7pm 

LIKWID LOUNGE 10081 JASPER AVE: Doors at 9pm. 

NEW CITY 10081 JASPER AVE. Doors at 9 um. 
NEWCASTLE PUB & GRILL 6108-90 AVE Doors at 3pm 
(O'BYRNE’S IRISH PUB 10516 WHYTE AVE. Doors at 9 p.m. 
ORLANDO'S 2 PUB & GRILL #2, 3509-127. Doors at 
3pm 

‘SONGWRITER’S STAGE HYDEAWAY ALL AGES ART SPACE, 
0209-100 AVE.T pm. 








DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 AVE Doors at 8pm. 
IVORY CLUB 1004-71 ST. Doors at 6 p.m. 
ROSE BOWL ROUGE LOUNGE, 1011-117 ST. Doors at Spm. 


SUA 
THE DRUID I1606 JASPER AVE. Doors at 9 pum. 

(B'S PUB #710, 23 AKINS DR, ST.ALBERT 9 pm. 
SSIDELINER’S PUB 1018-127 ST. Doors at 8 pum. 

‘SPORTSMAN"S LOUNGE 8170-50 ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 
‘STEEPS OLD GLENORA 1241) STONY PLAIN RO. Doors at 
30pm. 

TAP HOUSE 9070 MCKENNY AVE. ST ALBERT Acoustic open 
stage 9 pm. 

WEDNESDAY 

EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 ST. Doors at 9 p.m. 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 151204 STONY PLAIN RD.730 pm. 
IVORY CLUB 1030-11). Open Di night. 9 pm. 

LITTLE FLOWER OPEN STAGE FIDDLER’S ROOST, 8906-99 
ST-Doors at 8 pum. 

PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10360-57 AVE 
consti bluegrass onty. Doors at 730 pum. 

‘SECOND CUP (7336-102 ST. Doors at 8 pm. 

WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS 5120-101 ST. 


boeve remething poing ee! let os kno 
listingsesee.greatwes 
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FILM PROFILE - CHRISTIAN MCKAY- BY MD STEWART |573 werds 


Citizen McKay Tackles The Big Screen 


CHRISTIAN MCKAY GETS LUCKY IN HIS 
FIRST FILM ROLE EVER. WATCH HIM 
OUT-ORSON ORSON WELLES. 





ME AND ORSON WELLES 
‘Directed by Richard Linklates, Starring Onwistian McKay, Zac Efron, Claire 
Danes, Opens Friday, Dec 





The accent is unmistakably English. British 
thespian Christian McKay is in Louisville, 
Kentucky, on a promotional tour for his new 
film, Me and Orson Welles. It's not just his new 
film, though — it's the first and only one for the 
36-year-old 

“This is it, this is my first film 
my last film,” he quips. “It was one of those 
marvelous, being in the right place at the right 
time [scenarios]. I never thought that would 


it may be 


happen to me, but it did.” 

McKay had previously played Welles in a 
popular one-man show in his native England 
which he reluctantly agreed to revive for a 
16-night run in New York City. On the final 
night, director Richard Linklater showed up to 
check out his performance 

‘I stood there like an imbecile and gave him 
the names of famous Hollywood stars who 
could play the role, thinking, you know, not 
even in my wild imagination, which is pretty 
wild, that there's no way he can cast an un 
known limey as this great American icon 
McKay recalls 

Linklater disagreed, and watching Me and 


Orson Welles, it's hard to imagine it any other 


No way.” 


way. Far beyond the physical resemblance, Mc 
Kay's embodiment of the young, pre-obesity 
Welles is uncanny, riveting and entirely three- 
dimensional. Perhaps not since Peter O’Toole’s 
role as Lawrence of Arabia has a movie so 
heavily rested on the shoulders of an unknown 
actor from the British Isles. McKay manages. 
to nail every aspect of the legendarily difficult 
genius, including, of course, his powerful, un- 
mistakable voice. 

“Impression or imitation would have been 
absolute death,” admits McKay. He realized 
immediately and intuitively that he would have 
to dig deep to fill Welles's ample trousers. Then 





Citizen McKay Plays To The Crowd] Orson Welles in living colour. PHOTO SUPPLIED 





there was the additional challenge of portray: 
ing a larger-than-life character with the inher- 
ent subtleties required for the big screen. 
“Richard said, “You can play the larger-than- 
life character and you.can boom and you can 
scream, but you need to learn how to do it with 
in the shot, so that the camera can find you ab- 
solutely within the moment and find the truth 
and the embodiment,"” McKay explains. “So I 
thought that was a very interesting thing; no 
imitation, no impression, just me to reference, 


to become him. I knew I had to find my Orson 
So, I'd come in, in the morning, take the old 
man out of the suitcase and become him.” 
McKay and Linklater’s Orson is proving to be 
a big hit with the critics. His performance was 
recently nominated for a Film Independent 
Spirit Award for best supporting male. Previ- 
ous winners include Steve Buscemi, Benicio 
Del Toro, Bill Murray and Willem Dafoe. In 
truth, McKay's star outshines the entire movie 
and he dwarfs his more famous co-star Zac 


Efron, who plays the part of Richard (the “Me” 
in the film’s title) 

McKay's Wikipedia entry is currently a mere 
stub and he claims that, until very recently, he 
didn't have an agent. He admits, however, that 
the film has opened up a lot of possibilities for 
his now-burgeoning career. “Somebody said to 
me the other day, ‘This will change your life,” 
and I honestly replied, ‘I don't want it to,"" he 
says. “I have a lovely life. I'm really enjoying 
the ride. I don't expect anything of it.” 








The Boy Who Lived With Unfortunate Fashion 
Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince. PHOTO SUPPLIED. 
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Sense | Daniel Radcliffe and Emma Watson are quizzical in 





DVD DICTATOR: THESE ARE THE MOVIES YOU MUST BUY THIS TUESDAY 





~ WORK! 


CAST | Dominic Monaghan, Larry Fessenden 


So, if you are a grave robber, don't dig up the 
body buried by itself just outside of the cem- 
etery. It isa well known fact that no good will 
come of that. So, when Dominic Merrychar- 
Viehan (See what | did there?) and Larry Fes- 
senden proceed to do just this | knew there 
was going to be some awesome trouble. 
Highlights include: a veritable cacophony of 
olde English slang, and “the alien scene”. An 
utterly whimsical horror romp, | Sell The Dead 
is as fun as a bag of bees. Comical in parts, 
imposing in others and fervent in the rest, 
this little ditty is a very good time. 


MIFUNE! 


| CAST] Daniel Radcliffe, Emma Watson 


No matter what you want to say about the 
Hary Potter movie adaptations, at least 
they are entertaining. Half-Blood Prince is 
no exception and even takes the series into 
an even darker, more fully developed level. 
Harry, Hermione and Ron find themselves 
fighting puberty, each other and some visu- 
ally stunning magical mayhem from within 
and without. Harry Potter 6 spins a inspired 
little tale that keeps you interested until the 
end. Also, yes, the film ends like the book 
does. Hermione is a dude. 





] MINDBENOWNG! 


CAST | Meryl Streep, Amy Adams 


| While watching Julie and Jolla | thought 
three things: 1) | have a very serious and 
somewhat worrisome crush on Meryl Streep. 
2) Eating simple foods like Raisin Bran while 
| watching this film makes you feel like a dildo. 
Aside from those two major mental ingre- 
dients, | thought the movie was a bit heavy 
‘on the amount of cominess that was added 
but realized that it acted as a bit of a palate 
| cleanser for the stronger portions of the film. 
But some of the zanier dialogue left a zesty 
aftertaste to an inventive and charming 
main course. Which was the movie, btw. 
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FILMREVIEW ‘ORSON WELLES - BY MD STEWART | se wants 


The Importance Of Being Orson 


CHRISTIAN MCKAY’S 
RESEMBLANCE TO THE 
CLASSIC MOVIE MAN IS 
STUNNING. BUT DO THE 
SIMILARITIES END THERE? 


ME AND ORSON WELLES. 

Directed by Richard Linklater, starring Christian McKay, Zac 
Efron and Claire Denes 

wk 





What a swell concept: A movie about 
atime in history when movies weren't 
primarily about movies. Instead, it's 
about a play, and Welles’ time in the 
acting treriches of radio and theatre 
Welles is pretty much known for 
three things: scaring the hell out of 
Americans with his 1938 War of the 
Worlds radio broadcast, directing 
and starring in Citizen Kane (1941) 
and a couple other black-and-white 
masterpieces, and dying in 1985, 
having not directed a film in decades 
and looking exactly Jike he did in his 
Citizen Kane old-man makeup (his 
final film role was the voice of robot 
planet Unicron in The Transformers 
The Movie). 

Me and Orson Welles predates all 
of these claims to greatness. It's 1937 
and Welles and his fledging Mercury 
Theatre Company are mounting their 
debut production: Shakespeare's high 





Touch of Orson Welles | Zac Efron and Chyistian McKay in Me and Orson Welles. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


tragedy, Julius Caesar, with the set 
ting changed to then-contemporary 
Fascist Italy. The swinging jazz and 
art deco opening credits announce 
that this is indeed a period piece, 
and director Richard Linklater and 
his art department army hit every 
antique target dead centre, from the 


sets, costumes, hairstyles and light 
ing night down to the colour satura 
tion and ubiquitous smoking. 
Twenty-two-year-old tween heart 
throb Zac Efron is Richard Samuels, 
the high school student who in typi 
cal Hollywood “right-place, right 
time” fashion lands a small part in 


Welles, brilliantly 
embodied by Bntish actor Christian 
McKay, 


the Mercury with an iron fist 


the production 


plays Brutus and directs 
Mc- 
Kay nails all of Welles’s charm, hu 
bris and tempestuous genius, not to 
mention his physical appearance and 
compelling, commanding voice — 


COVE! SLOrY 


this guy can project! Claire Danes is 

















effervescent and entrancing as Sonja 
Jon the Mercury's G Friday 
nd W ss occasional Girl Friday 
aight). The supporting ca 
Ben Chaplin an 
ally very strong 
The biggest issue with this film is 
tar 1 is never completely 
redibl the titular “M His pro- 


of art and theatre comes 
and hi 


is consistently lacking 


fessed love 


aCTOSS as entirely insincere 





p ance 
in depth and substance. Surrounded 


by so many high-wattage person 





alities and talented actors, Efron is a 
washout 
Pinewood 


1930s 


The film was shot at 
Studios in England, where 
New York is recreated in all its Tech 
The serviceable script 


nicolor glory 





(adapted from the novel by Robert 
Kaplow) is kind of cory, telegraph: 
ing its plot points well in advance 
But Clai 





Danes does look gosh 


darn sexy in "30s dress, hairstyle and 





makeup, and Me and Orson Welles is 
an equally pleasant and pretty, if not 
particularly profound, period piece 
It's neither comedy nor tragedy, 
more like light drama, and if all that 
seems like damning the film with 


faint praise, well, it probably is. 
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Let there be rock! 


Musical instrument store — only at South Edmonton Common. 


1320 99 Street NW Authorized reseller of: 


faoraerso Pwd See @YAMAHA DP FUTURE SHOP 


(780) 450-7550 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 30 SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6 


SHOW AT 8PM SHOW AT 8PM 


DINNER & SHOW: PACKAGES AVAILABLE AT RIVERCREERESORT.COM OR CALL 780.930.2619 
TICKETS FOR SHOWS AVAILABLE THROUGH TICKETMASTER CHARGE-BY- PHONE 780.451.8000 OR TICKETMASTER. CA 


Celebrate 


Daytime Drama’s Dreamiest Couple 


‘ ha be Meet Peter Reckell & Kristian Alfonso 
Three Courses | 6 pm Seating Bo & Hope from Days of Our Lives | Saturday, February 13, 2010 


$85 per person 1—2:30pm | $279 per couple 
Includes: Exclusive Meet and Greet Opportunity with Photo, Buffet Reception, 


Py rac =. Pa ey Valentine’s Day Sunday Brunch at Sage, One-Night Stay at Edmonton 
'y rses seating 
I Gu Cour se 9 Pm Seat eS Marriott at River Cree 


y= 5 3 
$125 per Pessen 3-—4:30pm | $179 per couple 
Includes: Exclusive Meet and Greet Opportunity with Photo, 
Buffet Reception 
Tickets exclusively available by calling 780.930.2619 
More information at rivercreeresort.com 


AAA 
RIVERsCREE 


RESORT AND CASINO 


ENOCH, ALBERTA 


WHITEMUD DRIVE & WINTERBURN ROAD | RIVERCREERESORT.COM 
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FILM REVIEW : ARMORED - BY RANDY BROSOSKY 579 wns 


When The Director's 
Name Is Nimrod ... 


Three Sweating Amigos | Columbus Short, Lawrence F 


.» YOU GAN’T EXPECT MUCH 
FROM THE MOVIE. BUT LOW 
EXPECTATIONS MAKE 

FOR ALOT OF FUN 


ARMORED 

Directed by Nimrod Antal, starring Matt Dillon, Jean Reno, 
Lawrence Fishburne, Amaury Nolasco, Milo Ventimiglia, 
‘ket Usich and Columbus Short. Now playing. 

hk 

Leave the girl at home. In fact, leave 
2 chunk of your brain at home. Be 
a guy, have a brew or two first and 
get ready to not be surprised. Once 
you've done that, you might just get 
a kick out of this heist-gone-wrong 
movie, 

Armored is not an action movie, 
much as some of the trailers would 
have you believe. It bills itself as a 
thriller, which will be a bit of a let 
down if you didn’t take the advice 
about your gray matter. Careening 
off to a slow start, (one hour to get to 
the turning points of the movie, yes 
| checked my watch) the movie has 
a number of clichéd points it has to 
knock off before we can get into the 
meat of the movie. Columbus Short 
plays Ty Hackett, the good guy in a 
heist gone wrong. The justification 
for Hackett to join this heist must be 
taken with a grain of salt. Everything 
happens in perfect order: the reveal 
that his house is being threatened 
by the bank, the child welfare agent 
that threatens to take his younger 
brother into foster care. It's so well | 
lined up that you'd think the first 
part of the movie would move faster 


It seems like they tried to split the 
difference between a well-motivated 


bad choice, and quick convenient | | 


reasons to get in over his head. The 
balance isn't especially effective, but 
there is a modicum of steady tension 
that makes that first hour feel like it's | 
only about 57 minutes. | 


ishburne and Matt Dillon in 









a heist gone wra 


That said, when the crap hits the 


fan, things move along briskly. It's an 


ctive blend of action and thriller 





plus fight scene equals action mo 
ie.” Armored as a whole is formu 
laic, of course, but there's some play 


within the sand box of the formula 





that keeps the interest. For instance 
Yes | 


ing by 


there's nice cinematography 


said nice, It's not ground-bre 





any stretch, but it's enough to keep 
the eyes interested where the story 
and action may lag. It's ... nice. It's 
also no surprise that the majority of 
the movie happens in a warehouse 
where everything goes wrong, as 


cinematographer Andrzej Sekula did 






an excellent job of the same thing 





in Reservoir Dogs. It might actually 
be an i ting garni sunt the 
milaritie 

There isn't a lot of stretching-the 


acting-muscle ssible 





excepti 





who has put 





matter for 





the role. Matt Dil 
Matt Dillon 


an exemplary 
Aatt Dillon do 


ing Matt Dillon things Columbus 





Short in the lead role actually pulls 
off a believabl 





le, likeable character 





singly sells the choices 
that this sort of movie hinges on 


And everyone plays stress really well 





unless that was the litres of dripping 


weat thal se the en 





rmeate 
tire movie. Kudos to a make-up de 
partment that keeps glycerine manu 
facturers in business. But the girl 


won't be “en-armoured” of it 








& 
» 
= 
= 


#\. 
PUB 


Live Music 


AND 


nmoe? 





Friday, December 11th & 
Saturday, December 12th 





Sutton Place Hotel #195, 
| 10235 101 Street 
780.426.7827 






| www.edmontonpubs.com 
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Good Hair 
Nightly @ 7:10 & 9:10pm 


SAT & SUN 
MATINEES @ 2:00pm 


RATED: f 


It Might Get Loud 


Nightly @ 7:00pm 


SAT & SUN 


MANTINEES @ 1:00prr 


RATED: 


Coco Before 
Chanel 


Nightly @ 9:00pm 
AT & SUN 
MATINEES @ 3:00pm 


RATED: PG = 








Visit us online @ 


maaicianterntheatres.ca 











“ONE OF THE BEST MOVIES 
ABOUT THE THEATER I'VE EVER SEEN? 


“THOROUGHLY ENTERTAINING.’ 


“WINNING PERFORMANCES.” 


STARTS FRIDAY (crv centne ses) 20%. 
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MOVIE GUIDE - WHAT’S PLAYING IN THE THEATRES 





OPENING THIS WEEK 


LOVELY BONES 

Oscar winner Peter Jackson directs this ad- 
aptation of Alice Sebold’s beloved novel. 
After she Is killed, young Susie Salmon (Sao- 
irse Ronan) looks down from heaven on both 
her parents (played by Mark Wahlberg and 
Rachel Weisz) and watches as her murder is 
solved. 


THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 

Anika Noni Rase, John Goodman and Keith 
David star In Disney's newest holiday heart- 
warmer, It’s the usual fairytale story, with 
the usual updated jokes and-fun for mom 


and dad. Oh yeah, and the kids too. 


INVICTUS 

Morgan Freeman and Matt Damon star in 
the inspiring true story of how Nelson Man- 
dela joined forces with the captain of South 
Africa’s rugby team, Francois Pienaar, to help 
unite their country, 


ALSO PLAYING 


BROTHERS 

Tobey Maguire, Natalie Portman, and Jake 
Gyllenhaal star in In America director Jim 
Sheridan's drama, based on the 2007 Danish 
film, about a volatile love triangle involving a 


young woman, her soldier husband, and her 
brother-in-law. 
keke 


EVERYBODY'S FINE 

Robert De Niro, Kate Beckinsale, Drew Barry- 
more, and Sam Rockwell star in the story of a 
widower who goes on a cross-country trip to 
visit his four children, all of whom have been 
keeping secrets from him about their lives. 
wk 


GOOD HAIR 

Comedian Chris Rock explores African-Amer- 
ican women's intense relationship with their 
hair, In this humourous documentary directed 


by Jeff Stilson. 
week 


AN EDUCATION 

The hype surrounding Carey Mulligan’s per- 
formance as a 16-year-old girl in early ‘60s 
London who enters a romance with a shifty 
older man is justified — she's vibrant, charmn- 
ing, and intelligent. The hype surrounding this 
well-made but overly pat film itself, however, 
{Sa tad overblown. 

kkk te 


FANTASTIC MR. FOX 
Wes Anderson's children’s film may be the 
most purely enjoyable thing he's ever done 


— from George Clooney's vocal performance 
as a vulpine master thief to the painstak- 
ing set and costume design, to the herky- 
jerky stop-motion animation, it’s a total de- 
light. 

oto 


PRECIOUS: BASED ON THE NOVEL “PUSH” 
BY SAPPHIRE 

Often grueling but ultimately illuminating 
drama about a teenage girl’s struggle to find 
self-worth despite her status at bottom of 
the social totem pole — she is African-Ameri- 
Gan, obese, illiterate, abused, pregnant. Don’t 
get that bizarre title, though. 

kak 
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AN EDUCATION 
Nighy 7°00, 9:00, Sat & Sun matinees 2:90-Whchae subyoct mutex 
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TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 

(hay 1-30, 405, 640, 9-15. Vela 

THE BUND SIDE 

Dody 145,415, 7:00, 9:20, Mare nae meter 

Fan A020 (nec © 9262728 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 

Nighy 6:5, 9:20; mets Set & Son 125,3:35. Vice 
Ow DOGS 

Nady 1-05. 92% earns Set & Si 105, 

ROTHERS 

Nighy 7-10, 730, ces Set & Sn 10,230, Core hope, 
vues tit LS P 
THE BLIND SIDE °G 
Nighy 700, 925; asim Sut & Sen 1:00, 3:35. 

Meta sc mete 


18a 
3:08, Gary ve 


CHOOSE WIZARDRY 


_ SHOS, Netabiam # 3699972 


BROTHERS: 

Neghaty 7:00, 9:25; matinee Set & San 1:00, 3:25. 

Coan pep Hates nb et. 

NIKUA ASSASSIN 

Nehy €.2 sacnwes Set So 3:30. Gary ice 

TWIUGHT SAGA: THE WEW MOON 

ity 6:35; metas Set & Sen 125. Vika 

Oto DOGS 

Nighy 700, $15; metas Set 65s 

‘THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 

Nef 7505, 920 Serb Sen mcinees 1.05, 370. 
SOUTH EDMONTON 

1525.99 Sreet © 4268585 


110, 215 


6 
Foi 1155,220, 450.720, 9-55.Nopemes 
invicus, sic 
(Set, Mees 1220, 3:35, 6:50, 1020, Son 1)50, 255, 6-0, 
10-20. No pers. 
ARMORED 
feel 12-50, 240, 715, 950, 
EVERYBODY'S FINE 6 
Fehrs 110,415, 7:15, 98. Core ng, exces 
BROTHERS WA 
Wed 1-20 0, 7:90, 1025 . 
THE ROAD 14a 
fe, See! 12.15, 215, 7.10, 1030, Set 15, 710, 10:30; Ta 
1215, 315, 1030: Oenating comet : 
tb Docs 6 
Fras 1238, 305, 920, 145, 1008. 
NIRA ASSASSIN 
FosSet Mon Thx 130, 445, 7.30, 10210, Son 130, 400, 1010 
(ar wher. = 
FANTASTIC MR. FOX 6 
San, les Ths YEAS, $210, $25, 7.55, 10615; Man 1245, 2.10, 
1015 
PLANET 51 
Fotis 1150, 215, 435, 7195, 930. 
THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 
FW! 12:00, 12:0, 3:00, 130, 30, 7:00, #40, 10:10; thar 
1200, 1230, 200, 3:30, 30, 7.00, 40, Velen 


ry 


18a 


5 1210, 325, 640, 4S. Metre sty mae 
PRECIOUS: BASED ON THE NOVEL “PUSH BY SAPPHIRE 144 
‘Fetters 1200, 345, 6:35, 9:35. 

(oar bogus vice, etating corte 

¥ 

20,1000. 

6G 
flrs 1210, 320,645, 925. righ arn, 
set recomend lr young hd . 
TME ROYAL BALLET: THE NUTCRACKER 
Sa 1.00. z Li? 
WWE TLC TABLES, LADDERS & CHAIRS — 2009 
S60 
AVATAR, 
Ten 1200 


NORTH EDMONTON 


= MZS1-137b beens © 1322703 
THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 6 
Feb 1205, 230, 5:00, 7:30, 990. No poses. 
invicrus 
Feber 1210, £10, 7:30, 11S. pes 
ARMORED 
fos 140, 440, 740, 1010 


BROTHERS 
fits 130, 430,715, 10008 


sic 


sic 


sIc 


(24 + December 10 ~ December 16, 2009 - see magazine - edmonton 


THE ROAD 

Fo 1240, 245, 7:00, 950. Danabing cores 

0t Docs 

fires, Tas 1225, 240, 500, 7:15, 948; Wed 1:00, 20, 5:0, 

Abs ee 

NIIUA ASSASSIN 

Fehrs 120, 4:15, 758, 1020. Gry 

PLANET $1 
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THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 
1:00, 245, 4.00, 630,730, 
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PREQOUS: BASED ON THE NOVEL “PUSH™ SY SAPPHIRE 140 
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2012 
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FILM REVIEW - UNMISTAKEN CHILD - BY MICHAEL HINGSTON jus wx 


It's Not Easy Being A Lama 


FOR A KID WHOIS TAKEN AWAY 
FROM HIS PARENTS TOO SOON, 
IT SURELY ISN'T. CULTURES 

CLASH IN UNMISTAKEN CHILD. 


UNMISTAKEN CHILD 

Directed by Natt Baratz. Metro Ginema (Zeidler Hall, The 
Gtadel), Fri-Tues, Dec 1115, 

wet 





For more than 20 years, Tenzin Zopa 
has been the most beloved student — 
or “heart disciple,” 
an esteemed Tibetan master named 


as he calls it — of 


Lama Konchog. When the master 
passes away at age 84, Zopa is given 
the unenviable task of finding his un 
mistaken reincarnation (and charged 
by no less an office than that of the 
Dalai Lama himself). Then the Bud 
dhist monk does something unex 
pected: he turns to the camera and 
explains, in English, how he feels 

Nati Ba 


Unmistaken 


In more ways than one, 
ratz's documentary 
Child takes a surprisingly hands-on 
approach to its subject, and manages 
to turn up some fascinating material 
Zopa's four-year search, in which 


he ventures 





to many a tiny village 
tucked away in the Indian, or Nep 
alese, or Tibetan countryside, is part 
of a centuries-old dicturn, and yet 
flashes of 2ist-century life keep pop 
ping up — not the least of which is 
Baratz’s digital camera, which slith 
ers intrusively through several of 
Zopa's prayer rituals. The monk's car 
and puffy North Face jacket are simi- 
larly jarring, though at least these are 
Zopa's own forays into modernity 

In fact, the film often feels like it 
could be a massive hit, were it sim 
ply translated to a different medium. 
Imagine how a Booker Prize jury, 
for example, would salivate upon 
hearing this story: a devout monk 


The Chosen One | Chasing the lam 


handsome and charm but 


nad 





also wracked with worries 





equacy — must journey s 
faith by finding the f 
his deceased master 





get, his father figure). Be setting 


out, the monk has a dream w he 








glimpses a mysterious child's fa 

then wakes up. He consults abbots 
and gets in-depth astrological checks 
performed. On paper, it's pe t 





Add some flowery descriptions of 
Buddhist rituals and paraphernalia 
fluff it up to 550 pages, and boom 
you're done 

As a film, however — and more 
pressingly, as a real event — Un 
mistaken Child grates heavily against 
the Western viewer's conscience. Ba- 
ratz is smart in getting Zopa to serve 
as a talking head, the monk explain 
ing his various emotional states with 
warmth and sincerity, but the direc 
tor sails right by the 1 





question 
of the legitimacy of what's being 


filmed. 




















Let's state it in plain terms 
is on a mission to take a youn, 
from his natural 
Sure, the monks by 
working in the name of the divine 
but the parents of the boy Zopa finds 
And ce 
is in no way 
g situation. All 
is filmed with and scored 
with a quietly regal soundtrack 
but non-believers rywhere are 





forgiven for feeling queasy 





ing a perfectly c 





apart 
And it's not like the boy will have 


much of a chance to question the 








world he's throw Sure, he'll 





grow up receiving standing ovations 
and bows of reverence every time he 


walks into a ro but as he himself 






screams, when Zopa closes the gate 
on his departing parents at the film’s 
climax, “Don't let them go. Now | 
don’t have any friends 


Is this a happy ending? 











S 


CONGRATULATIONS TO: 
Our naughty readers, Michael W, Eric D, Cristina C, 
and our nice one’s too Eva S, Karen M, Lon W, 


who have won the loot 
in Santa’s Sack. 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS from everyone at SEE Magazine and all of the Santa’s Sack elves: 
Scottish Imports On Whyte - Petals On The Trail - Black & Bold - The Traveling 
Tickle Trunk - The Passion Vault » Red Ribbon - Audreys Books Ltd. - Empire 
Theatres - Alliance Films - Universal Music - The Sherlock Holmes Pub « The 
Cutting Room - Elia: Prevail - Bugs’n Berries 


‘agenda | the front | music on screen | arts | sex | classifieds | the back 











An Education 
Nightly 7:00 & 9:00pm 


SAT & SUN 
MATINEES @ 2:00pm 








Cc} MATTER 


visit us online at 


magiclonterntheatres.ca 


SARNEAU 
8712 - 109 Street - 433-0728 








PETER ALFRED ROSAMUND DOMINIC 
SARSGAARD MOLINA PIKE COOPER 


OLIVIA EMMA CAREY 
WILLIAMS THOMPSON MULLIGAN 


as Jenny 


“A MIRACLE OF A MOVIE! 


HIGH ON THE LIST OF THE YEAR'S BEST!" 


~Poter Travers, ROLLING STONE 


“WONDERFUL.” 


Roger Evert CHICABD SUN-TIMES 


 COWgqIMSST: 
_2 “ONEOFTHE 
== BESTFLMSOF 
THEYEAR, 


exe TRE NEW YORK BSE 


APTIVATING!” 


Moire Mactonald, THE SEATTLE TIMES 


“VIBRANT 
mips 


AN EDUCATION 


i 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT NOW PLAYING: 
theatre directories for showtimes: 


Pd 
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66 YOU HOPE THAT THINGS WILL CHANGE, 
BUT IT’S HARD TO BELIEVE WE’RE ALREADY 
IN THE SEVENTH YEAR OF THE OCCUPATION. 





AUTHOR PROFILE - LEILAH NADIR - BY ZEB QURESHI | 252 wos 


An Orange Tree Grows In Baghdad 


AUTHOR LEILAH NADIR TALKS ABOUT 
AHOMELAND SHE'S NEVER SEEN, AND 
HER STRUGGLE TO COME TO TERMS 
WITH THE IRAQ WAR 





THE ORANGE TREES OF BAGHDAD: IN SEARCH OF MY LOST FAMILY 
By Lellah Nadi. Kelly Porter Books, 326 pages. $32.95 





With media coverage of the Iraq war at an all- 
time low, only a few people know what is really 
going on — Leilah Nadir happens to be one of 
them 

Nadir's award-winning memoir, The Orange 
Trees of Baghdad: In Search of My Lost Family 
captures the unrelenting emotional angst felt 
by family in Iraq, yet maintains journalistic 
poise and an activist zeal. From the vibrant, 
crowded streets of London to the Ottorman- 
era villas"In Beirut to the fine silk shops of 
Damascus, the book is a cultural journey just 
as it is an emotional one, highlighting Nadir's 
personal struggle in trying to connect with her 
Iraqi identity. 

Born to an fraqi Christian father and Brit- 
ish mother, she also brings forth a minority 
perspective often ignored by the mainstream 
media. Narratives of loving family banter and 
the sweet innocence of childhood are quickly 
juxtaposed with scenes of flying body parts, 
thunderous explosions that shatter windows, 
damaged churches with overflowing crypts 
and victims who have lost hope through lost 
limbs. 

Inthe end, Nadir exposes a side to the war that 
the West cannot see, and she does it through a 
beautifully written, in-your-face style that is 
not easily forgotten 

SEE writer Zeb Quereshi talks to Nadir on 
the phone at her home in Vancouver. 


SEE Magazine: What was your motivation 
behind writing the book? 

LN: Well, it was a number of factors, but ev- 
erything sort of came together when the inva- 
sion happened in 2003. We all watched with 
horror as the war seemed to unfold before our 
eyes and we're all kind of helpless to do some- 
thing. At that time I had really started to con- 


nect with my relatives in Baghdad and realized 
that they had so little idea of what was going 
on outside, and we had no idea what was go: 
ing on inside because the media had stopped 
covering Iraq during the sanctions. I felt there 
was this huge gap on the human side between 
what we understood to be happening and what 
Was actually happening, | started writing some 
journalism and commentaries about that most 
ly focusing on my family’s experience. It snow- 
balled and I realized there was a book there 


SEE: What did incorporating that personal 
family connection mean to you? 

LN: Well | felt it just humanizes the situation 

and for myself when you hear about a war 
and a calamity happening elsewhere its easy 
to feel distant from it, but the minute that its 
affecting people you know, people you love, 
people who are connected to you by love has 
an entire different feeling to it. All the theories 
whether war is a good idea, or a dictator needs 
to be removed becomes theoretical, and it just 
comes down to the practical day to day things 
people are going to have to live through. The 
only way I could express that was to go as inti- 
mate as | could and create that emotional con- 
nection because I felt that was lost. Unless you 
care about something from an emotional point 
of view, you're not ever going to care. 


SEE: Could you tell me a little about the 
writing process? 

LN: I started making the notes in 2003 and 
it probably took another year I realized 1 was 
writing more than just articles. It took a year 
to year and half to do the research, collect ev- 
erything together, and create a narrative that 
worked 


SEE: There's a recurring theme in the book 
about you not being able to go to Iraq and 
how you long to visit one day. Has writing this 
book brought a level of peace and lessened 
that desire or increase it? 

LN: Sort of both. I think I felt really impotent 
I couldn't go there at the time and | had to do 
something with all the energy around it. The 





week the book came out in 2007 my relatives 
who I write about in the book decided to flee 
Iraq. Suddenly, it felt like all our family had left 
was what I had written in the book because all 
the physical connections were gone. So | felt 
really grateful that I had written it, but yeah it 
increased my desire to go. I mean, I still think 
about it all the time. 


SEE: Have all your contacts left Iraq or do 
you still stay in touch with people there? 

LN: My closest connections have left, but 
they have family who are still there and so we 
do hear about the conditions on the ground 
But that direct connection has changed. 


SEE: Your book came out in 2007. What's 
the situation there right now? We don't hear 
much about the situation there anymore due 
to health care reform and Obama ete. 

LN: I think its a little terrifying because 
the media has pulled back so much just to 
deal with security. There are so few western 
If you watched Al- 
when 


journalists working there 
Jazeera you'd get much more of a view 
Obama took power he said he would end oc- 


My Heart Belongs To Baghdad | Lellaly Nadir and her beautiful new book, The Orange Trees of Baghdad. PHOTO SUPPLIED 





cupation which he still has not done. To me, 
the media has decided that the war is over, but 
it isn't. Few weeks ago there was a huge bomb- 
ing in Baghdad and over a hundred people were 
killed... Baghdad itself is utterly changed. It’s a 
honeycomb of checkpoints and blast walls. It's 
worse than it was a few years ago. Society is 
completely destroyed and people are having to 
align themselves with their religious and ethnic 
backgrounds which they didn't before 


SEE: Do you see any light at the end of the 
tunnel? 

LN: No [Laughs]. | talk to Iraqis quite a bit, 
and its bad that they have no hope. Outside of 
some areas of Iraq there's basically anarchy, 
and there's all these different factions. 


SEE: Do you feel like someday you'll get to 
visit Iraq? 

LN: I think I have to hope that I will. You 
hope that your life is long and hope things will 
change but it's hard to believe that we're al- 
ready in the seventh year of occupation, and 
it's no more safe than it was at the start. | don’t 
hold out hope for any time soon. 











Best of Bridget | Check out her Christmas show at the Catalyst, running nightly Dec 10-20. 


PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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ARTS BRIEF- UNDER SANTA’S HAT: BRIDGET RYAN’S BIG OL’ CHRISTMAS CABARET 








For those of you who have grown weary 
of the annual viewing of the Christmas Carol, 
there's a twist to the traditional holiday the- 
atre fare this season. 

Edmonton's cabaret veteran Bridget Ryan 
has teamed up with playwright Stewart 
Lemoine and pianist Ryan Sigurdson for 10 
days of seasonal sing-alongs, stories, Broad- 
way show tunes—and a few surprises. 

Although she’s known to many as a Citytv 
host here in the city, Ryan has been perform- 
ing cabaret for aver a decade and has worked 
on many varying projects with theatre com- 
panies in cities across the U.S. and here at 
home. 

Bridget Ryan's Big Ol’ Christmas Cabaret 


will be a raucous, spirited affair in the true 
sense of all that is “cabaret” and guaranteed 
to bea different show every night. 

Several special guests are lined up to join 
Bridget onstage as she recalls audition horror 
stories from her time in New York City while 
demonstrating her puppetry — and singing 
— skills. 

Have fun with the zaniness of high comedy 
and much seasonal fun. And it’s a chance for 
Bridget to celebrate in her father's legacy af- 
ter his recent passing. 

Expect to laugh, clap and hum-along 
throughout the show. Stewart Lemoine of 
Teatro La Quindicina directs, lending his own 
special brand of humour and holiday fun. 


Sterling nominated Ryan Sigurdson accom- 
panies Ryan on the piano, providing a great 
foil for her comedy style. 

Accompanying the cabaret performance 
is local artist and Citytv cameraman Jason 
Carter's new series inspired by his eclectic 
and varying experiences behind the camera. 
Nanabozho; The Tail of Giving will feature 
canvas and stone pieces throughout the 
venue. The art provides a special window 
into Native culture, and Carter is happy to 
provide a different viewpoint for the Christ- 
mas season. 

Tickets range from $15 to $20 with a por- 
tion of sales benefitting the Tim Ryan Musi- 
cal Theatre Scholarship Fund. 
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THEATRE PREVIEW - CAMEL « BY TRENT WILKIE j:25 woxts 


Not Just Another Camel Story 








NILES’ JOURNEY 

Whitten by David Belke, performed by Zu-Ma Productions, 
‘Dec Hand (at 7:30 pm. Hoty Trinity Anglican Church 
(10037-84th Ave.), Tickts are $15, $12 for students and 
seniors, $8 for 12 and under. 780-433-5530. 





| can't think of another story that 
has a camel as its main character. 
I've read stories in which the lead 
character resembles and has the 
temperament of a camel. I've read 
stories of gentlemen who ride camels 
whilst playing a sport a lot like polo, 
but with a goat's head as a ball. I've 
even read stories about people living 
inside of a pack of Camel cigarettes, 
But never have I heard of a story 
where the sole character is a camel 


Niles’ Journey is my first. Now I get 
to cross that off my list 

“I think Niles is pretty unique,” 
says playwright David Belke. “Niles 
is a puppet play and is also a co-pro 
duction. It's a play about a little camel 
whose mother goes off on a journey 
and Niles (the little camel) goes off 
to find her and has his own little ad- 
venture. It's a baby camel's view of 
the three wise men.” 

A bit of a change for Belke whose 
usual audience is a tad older. None- 
theless, Niles' Journey allows Belke 
to explore a story through the eyes 
of a child. 

But even though the audience is a 
bit different, the destination is some- 
what the same 

“L think for Christmas it's nice to 
do something that is kind-hearted 
and good and certainly I'm there 
with Niles,” Belke says. “It's a little 
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sillier but also with a bit of a heart. 
You do what is right for the character 
and story and for that world. Every 
play is a different experience, each is 
a different journey.” 

Along on the journey with Belke 
are the puppeteers of Zu-Ma Pro: 
ductions, Lynette Maurice and Cindi 
Zuby create, perform and inject life 
into the world of Niles’ Journey 

This co-production isn't the first 
time Zu-Ma and Belke have worked 
together, but like every new proj: 
ect, the experience is different and 
uniquely fulfilling in its own way. 

“We were looking for something to 
do for Christmas but we didn't want 
to do the regular, routine ordinary 
sort of stuff,” explains Maurice, “We 
were looking for a different idea, 
something new and fresh. So we had 
this little baby camel puppet we de- 
veloped, who was from a different 
puppet show. He was so darn cute 


that we created this whole world for | 


him and gave the ideas to David who 
put together this fantastic script. We 
often write our own but this is a real 
treat to have a playwright like David 
write it. ” 

“The opportunity to do this at Holy 
Trinity as part of Advent Adventures 
is really exciting,” Maurice contin- 
ues, 

“David has done so much to pro 
mote that and hopefully we will see 
a new audience. I'm loving this artist 
collaboration. I'm hoping everyone 
will experience something new and 
will hopefully adore it as a part of 
their own Christmas season.” 

When you think of it, with all this 
climate change talk, the camel may 
become more relevant 
Christmases 

Maybe there is a bit of foreshadow- 
ing in Niles ... maybe 


to future 


IF YOU CAN'T LAUGH, YOU'LL. 
CRY, SO IF YOU'RE TIRED OF 
COPENHAGEN COVERAGE, TRY 
| THIS FOR A CHANGE. 


U: THE COMEDY OF GLOBAL WARMING 

Dec. 1-20. Media Room in the Fine Arts Bulg at the 
University of Alberta, (86th Ave & 12th St) 

Tideets: 780-420-1757, $20 Regutas, S15 Students/Senion! 
Artist 








| almost got a to-go coffee cup. What 
can I say? I like them better But 
then I remember why I'm here: to 
talk global warming with the writer/ 
| director of U: The Comedy of Global 
Warming, Ian Leung. Guilt sets in. 
Everything 1 know about enyiron 
mental etiquette | learned from Al 
Gore, but I’m under the impression 
that these little choices help 
| “You know, you often hear people 
| say, ‘global warming, that would be 
| cool. We'll have longer summers and 
the winters will be nicer,"" starts Le- 
| ung once we sit down — the looming 
| winter chill lurking out the window. 
| “So I thought that one approach 
| would be to try to talk as much 
| as possible about the way climate 
| change could impact Edmonton 
One of the ways climate change will 
impact the world if things turn out 
as badly as some people think, is that 
there will be millions of people who 
lose the land that they live on either 
| because it's being flooded by raising 
ocean levels or drought has made it 
impossible to live there. So there will 
be a lot of shifting around in popula- 


| 
| tion. 

| Sothis is where Leung begins, with 
| a climate change refugee from the 
| Tuvalu Islands landing in €dmon- 
' ton. Bought here by an ail company 
| asa gesture of appeasement for, you 
| know, drowning her home, a love 


THEATRE PREVIEW - GLOBAL WARMING - BY KATHLEEN BELL | 709 words 


Climate Comedy 


story ensues. 

“There were positions govern- 
ments were taking — not to mention 
any names — that felt a bit absurd, 
worthy of a certain criticism,” Leung 
says, “and kind of just makes you 
laugh.” 

Though the play itself cuts at the 
ridiculous, Leung carned out two 
months of interviews with scien 
tists, activists and politicians. He has 
taken the documentary-style footage 
and integrated it into the show, creat 
ing a multi-media performance that 
Leung hopes is not only entertaining 
but also informative. 

“We try to make this clear in the 
play that the oilman is set up as the 
villain of the story because stories 
need villains,” says Leung. “[But] 
it was very interesting to hear from 
some of the politicians who felt that 
a lot of the people who run the oil 
companies are ahead of the Alberta 
government when it comes to want- 
ing to do something.” 

But leaving the problems and, 
more importantly, the solutions to 
the issue of global warming in the 
hands of politicians and oilmen is 
perhaps the most frustrating as 
pect of the climate change dialogue 
(monologue?). The crisis is here and 
now but the conference is in Copen- 
hagen. “[You're] not powerless,” 
Leung says. “Not only can individu- 
als make a difference by shifting our 
narrative, how we see the future is 
an important part of making that 
change.” 

| consider my to-go/to-stay coffee 
conundrum. The to-stay mug was a 
lovely crimson colour, kept my latte 
warm and even the caramel foam 
looked prettier floating on top. No 
sacrifice, just delicious coffee. 

Narrative shifted. Apocalypse 
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BOOKS - BEYOND BELFAST - BY CURTIS WRIGHT | és4 was 


The Back Of Beyond 





CURTIS WRIGHT TALES 

TO WILL FERGUSON, A 

MAN OF THE ‘IT’S NOT THE 
DESTINATION BUT THE 
JOURNEY’ SCHOOL OF THOUGHT 





BEYOND BELFAST: A 560-MILE WALK ACROSS 
NORTHERN IRELAND ON SORE FEET 
By Will Ferguson, Viking Canada. 398 pages, S12 





1 admit I get a tad jealous when I hear 
about people travelling the globe. 
So, naturally you'd think it would 
be mildly cheerless for me to read a 
celebrated author's tales and talk to 
him about his extensive travels and 
the seemingly endless (and equally 
hilarious) stories that emerge from 
them. Canadian author and humour- 
ist, Will Ferguson's latest, Beyond 
Belfast: A 560-Mile Walk Across 
Northern Ireland on Sore Feet is an 
Ulster Trail choose-your-own-adven- 
ture book where the “choices” were 
perhaps the worst ones, but certainly 
the most adventurous. Yet, if any- 
thing, after reading Beyond Belfast 
and speaking with its main voyager, 
I know that now more than ever, | 


Travellin’ Man | Will Ferguson writes adventure stories, not guidebooks. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


need to travel — just not with Will 
Ferguson as my tour guide. 

“I'm not a good traveller because 
my mind wanders,” says Ferguson. 
“If you travelled with me expect to 
get lost and know that your first goal 
is to meet people, to hell with the 
itinerary. If something else comes 
up contrary to plan, go that way. If 
you meet people and the entire trip 
turns, that's what happens. I mean, 
you don’t take stupid risks, even 
though I do more than I should, but 
the thing is to follow where the trip 
will take you, not impose an itinerary 
on the trip.” 

And now that I have a nicely-sort 
ed, slightly frightening, yet quite en- 
gaging litany of expectations for the 
Will Ferguson Adventure Co., I now 
know why they let the professionals 
set up travel agendas. 

“Ll wrote a guidebook once — it's 
now out of print — and I got a letter 
from someone saying ‘Dude, you led 
me and my girlfriend into the ocean 
with your directions’. It turns out I 
got left and right confused, a pretty 
important detail. That's when I real- 





ized I'm not cut out for guidebook 


writing,” Ferguson laughs. “I like | 


writing memoirs. Guidebook writing 


is completely different than writing | 


memoir, It's a completely different 
part of your brain. Some people are 
great at writing guidebooks, They 
know when the train left, how much 
the hotel costs, what the admission 
is, what the main sites are. I'm not 


like that, I wander away. Guidebook | 


writers are the really great travellers, 
they're efficient. I'm a terrible travel 
er. I'm always lost, I'm always miss- 
ing steps, and I'm showing up when 
the museums are closed.” 

Ferguson might not excel at trav- 
elling safe or according to any sort 
of plan whatsoever, but the tales he 
heaves from the misadventures are 
hilariously rewarding to the reader. 
His passion for travel and escapade 
is no secret, yet he understands that 
his talents lie in the way in which a 
story is crafted and delivered, not 
how immediately impressionable the 
trip might be. 

“It's not the story, it's the telling - 
it's how you tell them. I have a friend 
who took a trip across Mongolia and 
it is the most boring story I've ever 
heard. You'll never want to go to 
Mongolia after listening to him. But 
my neighbour talked about going to 
the mall with her kids and her hus- 








band over Christmas and she'd taken | 


her baby out of the carriage, but they 
were still using the carriage to open 
doors and slam things around. She 
told us about the horrified looks on 
faces. It took her 20 minutes to tell 
us the story and we were in tears be- 
cause we were laughing so hard about 
it. It was a trip to the mall — and we 
wanted to hear more,” Ferguson says. 
‘It's really not where you go and how 
you do it. It's how you tell it.” 


_ the tront 


VISUAL ARTS - HELMETS « BY MARI SASANO jst werds 


Art Of The Helmet 





Common Sense Gallery, 10546 15 St. 
By appointment, until December 20th. 


These aren't your usual helmets, 
folks. Not the hockey variety, and 
certainly not football. These helmets 
are art 

“The first helmet I made, the Elv- 
ish King, started out as an abstract 
sculpture. | was using a piece of brass 
in the shape of a face, cut in half.” 

Ryan McCourt is best known for 
making massive steel sculptures. He 
has taken part in four exhibitions 
and has commissions for large, out- 
door public art. But with “Portrait 
Helmets,” he turns to a smaller, liter- 
ally more human scale: wearable art, 
in the form of brass helmets. 

Each helmet is created as a char- 
acter, such as the Helm of the Griev- 
ing Gardener, the Helm of the Critic, 
or the Helm of the African Queen 
Working on this scale means that 
McCourt is able to add more detail 
into each piece, but ultimately it isn't 
much different than his larger work 

“The large works, those are made 
of steel,” he says. 

"There's a general shape vocabu 
lary in steel, with pipes and round 
shapes. Whereas in brass, the range 
of shapes you could start with are 
much broader. There are some of the 
same structural things, but also you 
can also have dishes and bows and 
decorative stuff, and menageries of 
animals.” 

And then of course , 
other advantages, many decorative 
elements are available pre-made, in 


there are 


the form of brass ornaments. 

“With the Helm of the Gorgon, I 
knew I needed a bunch of snakes. It's 
hard to find brass snakes, so | had to 
improvise using long-necked birds 
So I shopped all the Goodwills to buy 
them up. I started to get recognized 
at the Value Village, too. They're 
quite kitschy.” 

The bird butts were recycled into 
Lisa Simpson-like hair spikes for the 
African Queen. 

McCourt sees each object as a 
projection of a character, but at the 
same time, they have the possibility 
of transforming the wearer. 

“I suppose it's imaginative,” Mc- 
Court says. 

“In reality, they are pretty uncom- 
fortable, but in each piece there is 
the idea of transformation. A lot of 
people call them masks. And they are 
a kind of disguise. 

“Many have face pieces, and they 
take on a theatrical role. The Afri- 
can Queen, for example, is based on 
traditional masks used for ceremo- 
nies.” 

McCourt connects his work to a 
larger cultural tradition. 

“L think it's very rich, culturally. At 
a sculptural level, each helmet stands 
in for the head. The personality is in 
the head wear. It's a riddle, you pick 
out the details to tell the story. And 
it's a personal thing, everyone sees 
something different.” 

He even has a helmet for me. 

“The Helm of the Critic has a 
globe, a ring of keys and a flower on 
the brow. And there are magnifying 
lenses where the eyes are, so you can 
see all the fine details, drawer pulls 
as hair, and a moving chin piece so 
it can talk.” 

It's a perfect likeness, metaphori- 
cally speaking 








MacEwan 


think Ahead 


Can’t get into the program you want? 
Need to upgrade? 
MacEwan can help. 


Located at the Alberta College campus of Grant 
MacEwan University, the Preparation for University 
and College program can help you improve your 
high school grades, earn university and college 
level credit and receive a personalized plan for 


SUCCESS, 


Think MacEwan. Start in January. 


Call 780-497-4029 for information or visit: 
www.MacEwan.ca/preparation 
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EXHIBITS 


BUILDING A VISION ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA #100, 
10230 JASPER AVE. TO DEC 13 Exhibition charting the design 
and construction of the new Art Gallery of Alberta. info: 


worw artgallesyalberta.com. 

CANADIAN MUSEUMS NOW ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, 
(#100, 10230 JASPER AVE. TO DEC 13 A special exhibition 
focusing on Canadian museum architecture inf: www. 
artgalleryalbertacom. 


(CELEBRATING THE SEASON SCOTT GALLERY, 10411-124 ST. 
TODEC24 New work by Wendy Wacko, Jim Stokes, fim Visser, 
‘Ase Handley, Robert Sinclair, Leste Poole, and Pamela 
Thurston Info: www scottgallesy.com/486-3619. 

‘CRAZY FAMILY RED GALLERY, 9621 WHYTE AVE. TO DEC 31 
Paintings by Chwistl Bergstrom depicting her family over the 
‘years. Infor 498-1984/wwwredgallery.ca. 

DIAMONDS: MINED, REFINED, AND DESIGNED ROYAL 
ALBERTA MUSEUM, 1245-102 AVE. TO JAN 17 An exhibit 
focusing on the processes of finding, extracting and cutting, 
diamonds. Info: 453-9100. 

GLASS ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL, 10186-106 ST. TO DEC 19 An 
exhibition of contemporary glass. Info: 488-6611 
GROWING UP MCMULLEN GALLERY, 8440-112 ST. TODEC 
Dilllustrations by Crystal Driedges, Davey Thompson, and 
‘Amanda Woodward. Info: 407-7152. 





AUITTLEBIT OF THIS, ALITTLE BIT OF THAT SIDESHOW 


(GALLERY, 9609-82 AVE. TO JAN2 A group exhibition by 
‘Anthony Baker, Brandon Dalmes, Susan Fothergil, Marysol 
Foucault, Bana Holst, Travis McEwen, Esther Scott, Jodi 
Sharp, Jit Watamaniuk, and Laurel Westlund. Info: www. 
sideshowgallery<a. 

LOVE"EM, HATE'EM: CANADIANS AND THEIR POLITI- 
(GLANS MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM, 5 ST. ANNE ST, ST 
ALBERT TO FEB 4 Artwork depicting past politial leaders. 
Info: 459-1528. 

MUCH MORE MUNSCH ROYAL ALDERTA MUSEUM, 
12845-102 AVE. TO APR 6 An interactive exhibit which brings 
some of the author's famous children's stories to life. nfo: 
433-9100. 


MUSEUMS IN THE Z1ST CENTURY ART GALLERY OF 
ALBERTA, #100, 10230 JASPER AVE. TO DEC 13 An exhibition 
of important recent museum building projects from around 
the world. Info: www.artgallenyalberta.com. 
MANABOZHO: THE TAIL OF GIVING CATALYST THEATRE, 
(8529 GATEWAY BLVD. TO DEC 20 Canvas and sculpture work 
by Jason Carte. 

‘THE NEW FLANEURS: CONTEMPORARY URBAN PRAC- 
‘TICE AND THE PICTURESQUE ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, 
‘#100, 10230 JASPER AVE. DEC 13 A rmultimedia exhibition 
Wevoted to the exploration of the urban environment as 3 
creative space. Info: wwwartgalleryalberta.com 

NEW WORKS DANDY SALON, ITI04-82 AVE. TO DEC 31 Draw: 
Ings by Moana Wasywich Info: 23-7078. 

NEW YORK: 3 OCTOBERS FLAVOURS MODERN BISTRO, 
10354 WHYTE AVE DEC! Photography by Tracey Tomtene. 
Thm. 

WOCTURNAL PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY, 19 PERRON 
‘ST.ST. ALBERT. TO DEC 26 Various art work by Onis Lavts, 
Maciek Szczerbowshi, Karolina Kowalski, Jim Davies, and 
Leona Cochrane. Info: 460-4310. 
ANORTHERN ALPHABET ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, 
(2845-102 AVE. TO JAN 31 Artwork by Ted Harrison. infa:453- 
‘100. 


NOW AND THEN PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA, 8555 
ROPER RO. TO JAN 24 Photography by Images Camera Club. 
‘nfo 427-1750. 

APERFECT STATE OF HAPPINESS HARCOURT HOUSE 
GALLERY, RD FLR, 10215-112 ST. TO DEC 18 Sculptures 

‘by Ruth-Anne French and photography by Candace 
‘Makowichuk, 

PORTRAIT HELMETS COMMON SENSE, 10546-N15 ST. TO 
‘DEC 20 Sculptures by Ryan McCourt. info: 482-2665. 
‘STREAM TO RIVER FRINGE GALLERY, 10516 WHYTE AVE. TO 
JAN 5 Dion canvas by Jennifer Shook. Info: 432-0240. 
‘SURROUNDINGS VISUAL ARTS ALBERTA GALLERY, 10215-112 
‘ST.TO.DECI9 Photography by James Gaa, Aaron Falhenberg. 
and Ti McLachlan, info: 471-731/vaaaartblog.com. 
VANISHING CULTURES ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, (2845- 
102 AVE. TO.JAN 31 Photography by Larry Louie, documenting, 
‘world cultures on the precipice of dramatic change. Info: 
453-7100. 

VISIBLE WORK, INVISIBLE WOMEN EXTENSION CENTRE 
GALLERY, MAIN FLOOR ATRIUM, 10230 JASPER AVE TOJAN 6 
Photography by Palagummi Sainath. Info: 492-6442 
WHEN YOU HAVE NOT BEEN THERE, YOUR HEARTS 
‘FULL OF LONGING HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY, 32D FLR, 
0215-112 ST. TO DEC 1 Photography by Lee Henderson. info: 
426-4180. 

WINTER FANTASY AL OTTEWELL ARTS CENTRE, 590 
BROADMOOR BLVD, SHERWOOD PARK DEC 19 The Art 
Saxiety of Strathcona County presents a show and sale. 
‘Info: 922-6324. 


DANCE 


FROM SPAIN TO CALGARY VIA MONTREAL &-SCENE 
‘STUDIOS, 8212-104 ST. DEC 12 A lamenco production by 
‘Gralla & Rosanna Terracciano. Info: 403-262-7286/ www. 
algaryoperaxonvarrata. 


THEATRE 


‘BRIDGET RYAN’S BIG OL’ CHRISTMAS CABARET 
CATALYST THEATRE, 8529 GATEWAY BLVD. DEC 10-207:30 
Om Tickets: www.thmnthesquare ca. 





|  @edit union employee whose personal and profesional 
| Gvesare upended when shes assigned to create a queer- 


| Amateur comedy. Doors @ 8 p.m. info: www thecomiestrip. 


| Tickets: 461-9857. | 


BROKEN WINGS: ACHRISTMAS MUSICAL BEULAH 
ALLIANCE CHURCH, 7504-984 AVE. TO EC B 
HANSEL AND GRETEL VARSCONA THEATRE, 1329-43 AVE. 
TODECB Fasren Timoteo directs lason Hardwick and Raton 
Wallis inthe tale f the impoverished siblings who dscoves 
the unexpected on ajourney through the forest. Tickets: | 
‘wow tixonthesquare £4/470-175). | 
UEND ME A TENOR WALTEROALE PLAYHOUSE, 1022.83 | 
AVE TODEC 2 Elizabeth Day directs Ken Ludwig's farce | 
‘bout the chaotic opening night fra strugating Cleveland 
opera company. 

‘WUCK BE A LADY UBILATIONS DINNER THEATRE (WEM), 
(9882-170 ST. TO JAM 23 A ribs to the music of Franks | 
Sinatra, Dean Martin, and thes Vegas legends | 
NILES’ JOURNEY: A BABY CAMEL'S STORY HOLY | 
TRINITY ANGLICAN CHURCH, 10037-84 AVE DEC I-2 2arma 
Performs a puppet show of David Belke's story of a camel's 
(quest for courage. 730 pun. Tickets: 633-5530. 

THE NUTCRACKER JUBILEE AUDITORIUM, T1455-87 AVE. TO 
DEC D Director Petes Dala ts accompanied by the Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra Tickets: wwwalbertaballet com, 
POSTER BOYS ROXY THEATRE, 10708-124 ST. TOOEC 53 
Bradley Moss directs Jesse Gervals, Jeff Haslam, Davina | 
Stewart, and Frank Zattrin Michele Rims comedy about 


Dasitive ad campaign. Tickets: ww tinthesquae ca. 
‘THE SUPER GROOVY "70S MAYFIELD DINNER THEATRE. 
{6615-109 AVE. TO FEB 4 A tribute to the fay-out music and 
fashion of the 70's mus Tickets: www.mayfieldtheatresa. 
U: THE COMEDY OF GLOBAL WARMING AINE ARTS 





| BUILDING, UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA I12 ST. AND 89 AVE. TD 


(DEC20 lan Leung directs Clinton Carew, Tim Hamaguchi, and | 
Garett Spelliscy in the story of an oil tycoon and a climate 
change refugee entangled in a love triangle Tickets: www. 
thonthesquareca. 


COMEDY 


ALTERNATIVE TUESDAYS THE COMIC STRIP (WEM) Doors 
@Bpm Tidets: $12 info: www.thecomicstrip.ca. 
AMATEUR NIGHT THE LAUGH SHOP. 2ND FLOOR, 10368 
WHITE AVE. DEC 15-16 info: www thelaughshop ca. 


| ‘THE BEST OF EDMONTON THE COMIC STRIP (WEM) NOV 


77 Local talent night Tuesdays at 8 p.m. 


| THE DANCE PARTY OF NEWFOUNDLAND FESTIVAL 
| PLACE, 100 FESTIVAL WAY, SHERWOOD PARKOEC 730m. | 


Tickets: www festivalplace ab ca/449-3378. 


| THEDRUID COMEDY NIGHT THE DRUID, 11606 JASPER 


AVE Professional and amateur comedians, every Sun @ 
Spm 
DUANE GOAD THE LAUGH SHOP, 2ND FLOOR, 10366 WHYTE 


| AVE DEC 8-D info: wwwuthelaughshop.a 


ERIK GRIFFIN THE COMIC STRIP (WEM) DEC16-20 With 
guests. 8 pum. Info: 483-5999, 

HANGTIME! WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUIS, 6120-01 ST. 
Every second Thursday at 9:30 p.m. 

HIT OR MISS MONDAYS THE COMIC STRIP (WEM) 


5909 | 
THEHYDEAWAY COMEDY NIGHT HYDEAWAY ALL AGES | 
ART SPACE. 10209100 AVE. TO O€C 1 Tuesdays at 9pm 
{JAY BROWN YUK YUN, CENTURY CASINO. TODEC 2 


JOHN WESSLING THE COMIC STRIP (WEM) TO DEC With | 
‘guests. 8 pum. Info: 483-5999. 

NELSON GILES COMEDY FACTORY, #408, 3414 GATEWAY 
BLVD. TO DEC 19 info: 465-4999. | 
PAUL BROWN AND FRIENDS THE COMIC STRIP (WEM) 
(DEE 15 8 pum Info: 483-5999, 

ROB BRACKENRIDGE THE LAUGH SHOP. 2ND FLOOR, 10368 
WHYTE AVE. TO DEC 13 Tickets: wwwthelaughshop.ca. 
‘STEVEN JULIANO MOORE COMEDY FACTORY, 8408, 3414 
(GATEWAY BLVD. DEC 10-17 info: 469-4999, 


IMPROV 


GHIMPROV VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE Hosted 
‘by Rapid Fire Theatre. Every Sat exept for last Sat of the 
month. Doors & 71 p.m. info: www sapidfiethestrecom. 
DIE-NASTY VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-07 AVE Live 
improvised soap opera. Mondays at 730 p.m, 
‘THEATRESPORTS VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE 
Weekly improv show hasted by Rapid Fire Theatre. Every Fr 
Doors 11 psn. S10 at the door. info: www sapidfiretheatre 


READINGS 
& LECTURES 


(CHRISTMAS TEA & TALES RUTHERFORD HOUSE 1753 
‘SASKATCHEWAN DRIVE, UOF A CAMPUS DEC 10 An evening 
of festive Christmas tales with Marjorie Russell. Infoc 
4D. 

AN EVENING OF POETRY UPPER CRUST CAFE, 10909-86 
AVE Mondays at 7 pm. 

LITERARY SALOON THE ARTERY, 9525 JASPER AVE DECIO 
With authors Ted Bishop, Greg Hollingshead, and Annabel 
ym 7am 

MONTHLY TELL AROUND CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 
AVE DEC T/A story telling event. 7 pum. info: 932-4409. 
‘STORY SLAM BLUE CHAIR CAFE, 9624-76 AVE. 3rd Wed 
‘every month, 81pm. Sign-up? pm. First ten writers ony, 
allotted five minutes each. Info: thebunkesprojectsi 
hotmail.com, 
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‘SEE Magazine’ 's 50/50 


‘for more information visit: 
AND HELP OUT PEOPLE IN NEED) www. yseemagazine. com 





(NY=Y=Ye MTV ee YaYemey an attzemeley-ae-lellay= 
courses to reach your career goal? 


NorQuest offers flexible options 
to get prerequisites. 










You choose how and when you take them 
> online or in-class 

> part-time or full-time 
> daytime or evening 


Call 780-644-6000 or 
visit www.norquest.ca 





UP TO 50” OFF ALL FARES 
WITH ADVANCE PURCHASE: 
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Drop off your gently worn coats at the SEE office until 
December 18" and help support Coats for Kids and Families 


}+ Why is the song Cha-C 


ironic? 


e-mail the answer to win@see.greatwest.ca by 


Monday December 14, 2009 @ noon 
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FREE 
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1.800.210.1010 
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Men Dial: #LIVE (#5483) 
on your Bell, Rogers or 


Fido cell 79¢/min. 
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SEX + ADVICE |321 words 





Lam a 23-year-old male who has 
| been in a relationship with a 
great woman for four years now. 
She is an amazing person, and 
we oftentimes talk about mar- 
riage. The issue is this; I have a 
foot fetish and she is fully aware 
of it. She doesn't like the idea of 
me kissing her feet or indulging 
my fetish in any way. We have 
sex quite often, and I've always 
let it slide that she doesn't want 
any part of my fetish. I don't 
| know what to do, because I'm at a 
stage in my sexual growth where 
I need to experience my fetish. 
| I'm getting mixed advice from 
different people and I just want a 
straight answer. The sex we have 
is amazing, but I would enjoy it 
so much more if I could act on 
my desires once in a while. 
Sexually Frustrated Fetishist 





Marry Her If She 
Indulges Your Foot Fetish 


Here's a straight answer: Your amaz- 
ing girlfriend is an amazingly selfish 
lover, and I'm amazed that you've 
put up with her bullshit for as long as 
you have. A foot fetish is not uncom 
mon or outrageous; as fetishes go, 
SFF. Yours is the least taxing for a 
non-kinky partner. It’s not like you're 
into shit or choking or Christian side 
hugs. Any amazing woman who tru- 
ly loved you would regard indulging 
you as a no-brainer. 
Share time: I have a good friend 
who's not kinky at all — unless you 
count being gay — and he’s a runner 
who goes for long runs every Satur- 
day morning. When he gets home, 
he handcuffs his boyfriend to a chair 
in his kitchen, duct-tapes one of his 
sweaty sneakers over the boyfriend’s 
face, and leaves him there while he 
has breakfast. My friend — who came 
to me for advice when his boyfriend 
confessed his fetish — isn’t really into 
guys with sneakers duct-taped to 
their faces. But it gets his lover off, 
and isn't that what lovers are for? 
Your lover has had things — she’s 
had you — on her terms for four 
years, SFF, which means you're go- 
ing to have to play the breakup card. 
It's the only leverage you have. Tell 
her that if she can indulge your fetish 
— happily and regularly — and take 
some pleasure in giving you plea- 
* If she 
she obviously isn't 


sure, she might be “the one 


can’t or won't, 





aN 
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403-770-0776 


780- 663-6666 


1-900-451-1441 





(Not that “the one” is anything other 
than a destructive myth, but for the 
sake of winning this argument, go 
ahead and use it.) 

Finally, SFF, don't let the girlfriend 
— or anyone else — tell you that 
you're threatening to end this rela 
tionship over something trivial. Sex- 
ual fulfilment is important, particu- 
larly if your relationship is exclusive 
And the “triviality” of your kink cuts 
both ways: If your kink is so trivial, 
why not just indulge you then? And 
in a long-term relationship — or a 
marriage — one partner's sexual self. 
ishness and another's sexual frustra- 
tion rarely prove trivial over the long 
haul. They're more often grounds 
for divorce. 


1 am a 35-year-old partnered gay 
man, but I've been having an on- 
line conversation with a married 
bisexual man that has become an 
ongoing game of sexual dares. It's 
a safe form of sexual adventurism 
for both of us. None of our dares 
has involved sexual contact with 
another person, but some of our 
dares have begun to involve other 
people at the edges. For example, 
we've posted ads to Craigslist as 
submissives and responded to 
some of the replies from domi- 
nant men. None of these interac 
tions with third parties will result 
in actual contact. It feels a little 
like we are exploiting the “flakes” 
aspect of Craigslist, for example, 
it's common to hear from some- 
one a few times after making con- 
tact on Craigslist and then never 
hear from them again. But it also 
feels a little like we are using 


| 
| these folks. Is this expansion of 


our game to involve other people 
ethical? 
Concerned About Harming Craig- 
slist Fellas 

PS. By the way, this letter is it- 
self part of a dare. If you publish 
it and include a dare in the pub- 
lished reply, I will have to fulfil 
that dare. 


The expansion of your game to 
Craigslist will annoy those guys 
on CL who are looking for actual 
contact, CAHCF, but as those guys 
amount to something less than 0.02 
per cent of the men trawling Craig. 
slist at any given moment, | wouldn't 
worry about it. Everyone knows that 
CL is overrun with flakes and game 
players and picture collectors; the 


| odds that the “dominant men” you've 


chatted with on CL are interested in 
actual contact are pretty damn slim. 
(Guys interested in real-time BDSM 
play are likelier to be lurking on Re 
con.com or in your local hardware 
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SAVAGE (cont'd from p. 30) 
store.) So post at will 

PS. I dare you to go to tinyurl.com. 
ye3otsh and take the pledge 


I'm a straight guy in my late 20s 
Lhave a girlfriend of several years 
whom I live with and I love very 
much. I just read your most re 
cent column, in which you used 
the acronyms HND (honest non 
monogamous dude) and CPOS 
(cheating piece of shit), and it 


yond repair? 


Aspiring Honest Nonmonogamous 


Dude 


Based on what you've learned 
about yourself in past relationships 
AHND, for example 
CPOS waiting to happen, | would 
ide of 


screwing up your current relation. 


that you're a 
encourage you to err on the 


ship with an honest conversation 


about your mismatched libidos and 


second, daily papers and cable-news 


outfits reacted to Tiger's “transgres 


Vietnam 
Tatstfelays 


sions" by changing the names in 
the same “Why do powerful men 
cheat?” stories they've been pimp 


ing since Bill Clinton blew a load on 
a White House intern. For the mil 
lionth time; Men cheat for the same 
reasons women cheat, for example 
because they're bored or horny or un 
fulfilled or desperate to see someone 


else naked for a change. People cheat 


12 Day Vietnam Exploration 31) 


Experienc: 








struck a nerve. | have never been 
an HND; I have in the past been 
a CPOS (though not in this rela 
tionship). My girlfriend is lovely 
supportive, and generally GGG 
and though the sex is good, I have 
a significantly higher libido than 
she does and I would like to have 
a little more variety in my sex life 
I want to be an HND, but I don't 
know how to broach the subject 
with the girlfriend without ruin 
ing our relationship. We are very 
open about our sex life and our re- 
lationship in general, but I think 
this is probably a “next level” top- 
ic that may not go over very well 
How do I bring this up without 
screwing up our relationship be 





your natural and normal desire 
little variety. Lies, damn lies, and sta 
tistics all demonstrate that, in time 
one or the other or both of you will 
cheat. Better to toss that out there 
now, even at the risk of calmly wind 
ing down this relationship before you 
revert to form/CPOS, than to see the 
relationship explode after someone 
most likely you, winds up cheating 

And while we're on the subject of 
cheating 

I suppose I'm obligated to say a few 
words about Tiger Woods. First, let's 
pretend that Elin Nordes 
on Tiger and that Tiger went after 


en cheated 





€lin with a golf club. Would Elin be 
viewed as the sole transgressor in the 


marriage then? Probably not. And 





because monogamy isn't natural and 


we are wired to cheat That doesn 


make cheating right, of course 


people should honour their commit 








ments, and blah-<c ine-iron-blah. 


But we shouldn't ence 





ge people 
to make commitments we all know 
they're unlikely to keep. The end 

AUCTION NOTICE: Want to answer 


@ question or two in an upcoming 





column? I'm auctioning off a chance 
to give advice in this space to raise 
money for some worthy charities. Go 
to tinyurl.com/SLauction for details 
and to bid. 
Find the 


ly podcast) every Tuesday at 


Savage Lovecast (Dan's 





we 


thestranger.com/savage 





mail@savage 


Calgary 
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Get your 


TRIAL 
NOW! 


Calgary 
403-770-0990 


Other Cities 


1-888-482-8282 


403-313-3330 


1-900-451-3333 


$25/30min 






Edmonton 


780-665-0808 


Chat with 100's of HOT naughty girls! 


FREE 


Calgary 

403-313-3311 

\ Other Cities 
A 1-877-834-4044 
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Sawridge Trust are asked to 
contact,.Paiil’ Bujold, 
Administrator by mai at 801, 
4445 Trail NW. 
Edmonton, AB, T6H SA7 or by 
email at Paul@sawndgetrusts.ca 
or by telephone at 780-988-7723 
or by fax at 780-988-7724 listing 


190. Announcements 


Dear Justin, 
Out of a deck of 52 playing cards, 
you hava chosen the 5 of 
spades 


PROVINCE-WIDE 
(CLASSIFIEDS. Reach over | 
million readers weekly, Only 
$259. + GST (based on 25 words 
‘or jess). Call this newspaper 
NOW for details, 


200. Business/Invest. Oppor. 


ARE YOU highly motivated? 
Leam to operate a Mini-Otfice 
outlet from home. Free online 
training, flexible hours, great 
t o c ° m e 


www: reedom2bgald com, 


‘specialize in marketing, mining, 
managing and —_reciaiming 
aggregate resources, Contact 
Tom 1-888-784-4400 for more 
Information 


FUN, PROFIT, SUCCESS. Great 
Canadian Dollar Store, a dollar 
store leader since 1993 has new 
franchise opportunities coast to 
coast. Call today 1-877-388-0123 
‘ext 229; www.dollarstores. com. 


MONEY MAKER. Local route. No 
‘selling on your part For more 
into call 1-866-978-2569, 


9700. 


ARE DRUGS A PROBLEM? 
Narcotics Anonymous can help. 
780-421-4429)www.eana.ca 


410. Education/Tralning 


MEDICAL _ TRANSCRIPTION 
RATED #2 for at-home jobs. 
Achieve your goal Work {rom 
home! Start your medical 
transcription training today. 
Contact CanScibe at 
1-800-466-1535; 
www canscribe.com, 
info@ canscribe.com, 


1005. Help Wanted 


Help Wanted 
‘Cook- Thai cuisine, Talented and 
experienced at cooking Thai 
dishes. Please email resume to 
camster1964@ gmail.com, 


Support Groups: 


EO eae 


#1 IN PARDONS. Remove your 
criminal record. Express Pardons 
offers the fastest pardons, lowest 
Laser ye caer ay 


accredited. consultation, 
Toll free =—-1-866-416-6772; 
wvew.ExpressPardons com, 


ALBERTA HARVEST a 
Ud. Lacombe, Heavy 
mechanic required ae 
with Lexion combines preferred. 

Fax resume . wane at0 or 
e oom ' 
fr@labertaharvestantre com. 


ATTENTION APPRENTICES! 
Limited seats available in Heavy 
Equipment, Automotive, 
Motorcycle, Parts, Plumber, 
‘Steamfitter/Pipefitter, — Carpenter 
and Welder Intake for January 
and February, 2010. GPRC 
Fairview Coleg Campus. 
Register now. 1-888-999-7882 
CAD TECHNOLOGIST. 
Employer seeking a full-time Cad 
Technologist to develop and 
prepare drawings of driling rig 
equipment and. buildings. check 
‘and verity design drawings from 
preliminary concepts, sketches, 
engineered calculations, spec 
‘sheets and other data. Applicants 
must have good communication 
skills, knowledge of AutoCAD 
Inventor Suite 2010. Apply to: Do 
‘All Metal Fabricating. Fax 

or email 
cfitzgerald@doalimetal.com 
Must supply 3 references, 


CALNASH TRUCKING has 
openings for winch tractor, bed, 
picker operators, sSwampers, 
dispatchers and truck pushes for 
branch and winter camp jobs. 
Experience preferred. 
Competitive wages and benefits 
Fax resume to 403-783-3011 or 
email to: 
hr@cainashtrucking.com. No 
phone calls please, Only 
individuals selected for an 
interview will be contacted. 


CHEAP TELEPHONE 
RECONNECT! Low rates, fast 
connections, reliable service. 


Intemet & long distance offered 
‘Ask about holiday discounts! Call 
now - Phone Factory Reconnect 
1-877-336-2274; 
www. phonefactory.ca. 

COME JOIN our sales team! 
Pentagon Farm Genter Lid. if you 
have a progressive career in 
agriculture equipment sales we 
need you! Career opportunities in 
Westiock, Millet, Lacombe. Fax 
resume to 403-782-6810 or 
email: hr@pentagontasm com. 


ELECTRICIAN and Millwright 
Apprentices. Register for your 
January intake at the GPRC 
Grande Prairie Campus now. 
Very limited seats. stil available. 
Call 1-888-599-4772 or rogister. 
tradesecrets gov.ab.ca. 


EXPERIENCED, ENERGETIC 
and enthusiastic fe insurance 
sales person. Income will be 
wage and commissions starting 
at $30,000 


ey Sa 
linda_nanias@cooperators.ca of 
mail to: 402 - 10 St, Wainwright, 
AB, TOW IPS. 


EXPERIENCED HEAVY 
equipment operators, snow cat 
operators, — supervisors/oreman 
wanted for winter work in the 


Competitive 
wages, full benefits, year-round 
work available, Resumes can be 
faxed to 780-960-4696, emailed 
to: careers@mcel.ca or apply in 
Peco es 702 Acheson Road, 

Alberta. Only those 
Ree isee reser 


FORD-CERTIFIED Diesel 
Technicians required to work in 
Northern Alberta. Average 
monthly income $10,000. 5 days 
on and 2 days off OR 10 days an 


32 + December 10 - December 16, 2009 see magazine «edmonton 
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GO TO YOUR next job interview 
with certification. Pre- 


Machinist. 16 week program - 
Grande Prairie Campus. Write 
‘st year apprenticeship exam 


1-888-539-4772; 
www. gpre.ab.ca. 
HEAVY §=DUTY MECHANIC. 


HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
TRAINING. Fullsize excavalors, 
dozers, graders, —_foaders. 
Pertinent salety tickets. ITA 
designated trainer, Provincially 
Certified Instructors. Gavornment 
registered Job placement 
assistance; _www.iheschool.com. 
1-866-399-9853 


HYDRAULIC SHOP. 
needed to help set up and 
manage a New Hydraulic 
Division located in Estevan, SK 
Other duties will include sales, 
coordinating, delegating 8 
managing all Hydraulic projects. 
‘Applicants must be journeyman 
hydraulic mechanic with 3. years 
experience. Must have 
knowledge of — diling nig 
hydraulics, capable of working in 
fast paced environment in a 
ellective and organized manner. 
Apply to: Do All Metal 
Fabricating. Fax 306-634-8623 or 
‘email: amantei@doalimatal. com 
Must supply 3 relerences & 
desired salary, 


JOURNALISTS, Graphic Artists, 
Marketing and more. Alberta's 
weekly newspapers are looking 
for people like you. Post your 
resume online. Free. Visit: 
www. awna.com/resumes_add,ph 
p. 


PART-TIME/FULL-TIME — Service; 
Installers; Handyman; Plumbers 
for your area are required for a 


own 
knowledge helpful, training 
provided Please forward resume 
to: mike@thewalerclinic.com or 
tax to 306-242-1223. 


SALESPERSON 
for 


painting knowledge or experience 
would be an asset. Must be able 
o work flexible shifts and have a 
valid driver's licence. Apply to: Do 
All Metal Fabricating, Estevan, 

Email 


SK. 
tschlingmann@doalimetal.com 
Fax 306-634-8623. 


WORK AT HOME. Top internet 
markster will teach you for free 
Free memberships to the first 25 
pu eae eae 
www.NewRichOnline.com 
1-888-705-1690. 


160 Volunteers Wanted 


Holp us Celebrate GETlest 2010 
Volunteers needed tor an exciting 


youth event. 
Call Danielle at 780-415-5211 
Email getfest@shaw.ca 


Job Shadow Volunteers Needed! 
Host a U of A student in. your 
workplace in February. 
‘www.caps ualborta.ca 


Operation Ried Nose Is looking 
for drivers, dispatchers, and 
Kitchen help. Please contact at 
780-428-9209 or at 
spiritkeeper.ca 


RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE 
is looking for groups interested in 
preparing a meal for our tamilies 
The “Home for Dinner” program 
allows tired and stressed parents 
to return from the hospital to & 
wonderful home cooked meal 
joan@rmhnorthernalberta.org 

of call 780 439-5437, 


Volunteers Wanted 
Joe on Whyte Festival, Jan 14-24, 
2010, visit www iceonwhyte ca 
and click on volunteer. 


1600. Volunteers Wanted 


The Sexual Assault Centre is 
recruiting volunteers for our 24 
ours crisis line. We offer 50 
hours of crisis intervention 
training at no charge. Please call 
Joy at 780-423-4102 or email at 
joys@sace.ab.ca for more 
information 


005. 


Promotional Photography 
Design by Elaine 


Band photos. CD covers 
Postcard. Posters. Invitations 
Want ita litle edgy? Something 
aifferent? What ever your needs | 
can meet them with a creative 
twist at a reasonable price. Call 
Elaine at 780-710-5637 or email 
‘atewannechko@ hotmail.com 
Image Site: 
http yAwww flickr. convphotos/alain 
egaill 


2010. Musicians Available 


Drummer avaitable, 
Ample exp.; any style; 
Pro Only: 
twotonefun@hotmail.com 


Artist to Artist 
and 


JOHNNY CASH TRIBUTE 
BAND. Call 780-699-7685. 


LEAD GUITARIST available for 
live or studio. please contact 
Glenn 780-466-5513 


202 Musi 


‘An acoustic folk band is just the 
thing | am looking for - all for the 
love of music, and oh yes, the 
fun. Interested individuals please 
Call Marie at 780 435 6736. 


ans Wante! 





Bass player with strong harmony 
vocals wanted for a regularly 
gigging, three piece, power, 
oots-based trio. Call Mary 
Machura @ 240-1509. 


Drummer needed for original 
hard rock band w/some covers. 
Infl. Velvet Revolver/ 
STP/Seether/Chains! Nirvana. 
‘Serious only 780 996-3571 


Local alt-rock/pop-punk band 
Colour in Conflict needs solid 
bassisbackup vocalist. Large 
catalogue of original tunes, 
fegular gigs and forthcoming 
record. Call Robyn at 
780-913-3242 of email 
colouninconflict@gmail.com 


Looking for musicians interested 
in forming an Oasis Tribute Band. 
Frontman must be able to play a 
wicked tambourine, Call 
7805545632 for more 
Information. 


Professional metal hand seeks 
dedicated guitarist and bass 
player, No coke heads etc. Call 
952-4927, 


Top 40 caver band Seeking 
‘xporienced drummer. Serious 
inquiries only. Call Rob at 
780-908-8406. 


2040. Music Instruction 


Guitar lessons - Webcam, 
Mobile, group or private. All Ages 
and Styles ~ 20 yrs. Experience. 
Visit www guitarinstructor.ca or 
call Billy 490-6169. 


SS 


HEALING TOUCH MASSAGE 
Relaxing and deeply nourishing 
Whyte Avenue Area. Non sexual 
7 days. Almasta 780-405-8765 


IF YOU'RE TIRED OF 
INEFFICIENT THERAPY. 


1-780-868-6139 (Edmonton) 
301 Auctions 


INDUSTRIAL ELECTRICAL & 
ltfiekd Instrumentation Auction, 
4-Tech Electric Lid,, 6230 - 50 
Ave., Drayton Valley, Alberta, 
Tuesday, December 15, 10 am 
Selling trucks, enclosed cargo 
wallers, 2006 Cat 2468 Skid 
Steer, AC 6000 Ib. forklift, olfield 
Instrumentation & electrical stock, 





3010, Auctions 
MEIER = GUN _ AUCTION, 
Saturday, December 19, 11 am., 
6016 - 72A Avenue, Edmonton 





Over 250 guns - selling all 
classes of handguns, rifles and 
‘shotguns, ammo and 
‘miscellaneous, Call ~—- Molor 
Auction to consign 
780-440-1860. 


THINKING AUCTION! Guarantee 
your results with Ritchie Bros. 
Auctioneers. Whether it's 
equipment, real estate, livestock 
of a complete farm dispersal 
Contact us today! 
1-800-491-4494 or 
rbauction.com. 


3210. Misc. For Sale 


#1A STEEL Building Sale! Save 
up to 60% on your new garage, 
shop, warehouse. 6 colours 
available! 40 year warranty! Free 
shipping, the first 20. callers! 
1-800-457-2206; 
wew.crownsteelbuildings.com. 
$38.95 HOME phone service - 
Reconnect your home phone! No 
‘one relused - $38.95 monthly - 
$18.35 one time activation 
$18.95 unlimited jong distance 
Call Chole = Tel_—now! 
1-888-233-1405. 


A FREE Telephone Service - Get 
your first month free. Bad credit, 
don? sweat it, No deposits. No 


cred checks. Call Freedom 
Phone Lines today. Toll free 
1-886-884-7464, 


BUILDING SALE! Priced to sell! 
Canadian manufacturer since 
1980. Quick Special 
sizes. 20X24, 25X30, 30X40, 
35X50, 40X60, 48X90, 50X110, 
60X150. Others! Pioneer Steel 
Manufactures, 1-800-668-5422 


H&H TRAILER SALE Bow 
Valley Ford, Canmore, Alberta 
Thousands in discounts. Clearing 
the lot Cargos, flatbeds, car 
haulers, _goosenecks, more! 
1-800-403-0084 ext. 257 or 
alan_way@bowvalleytord.com. 


Home Phone Reconnect. Call 
1:966-287-1348. Prepaid 
distance specials! 
package specials! 
program! Dont be without a 
home phone. Call to connect 
now! 1-286-287-1348, 


JUST IN TIME for Christmas! 
Brunswick 6 X 12 snooker tablo 
$3,500, 16° shuffleboard table 
$1,000. Free delivery and set up 


it both taken. 403-443-0005, 
‘Three Hills, 

(APTOPS FROM $389. or 
$25./month. Limited time and 
quantities. Easy —_ financing, 
Telephone approval, Gall 
1-877-992-9992 


METAL SIDING/ROOFING. Best 
prices! 36° Hi-TenToughnib 29ga. 
Galvalume $.63 sq. ft Colours 
$76 sq. ft IN STOCK 25/0 
year warranty. = ALTA-WIDE 
Builders ‘Supplies 
1-888-263-8254. 


NEED an experienced —pre- 

steel building 
erection crew? Call Metal 
Structure Concepts today and let 
us erect your pre-engineered 
steel building, Call 
1-800-979-2993, 


ODD AND UNUSUAL ART 
PRINTS 
from local Albertan artist 
www blackyehtiicom 


SKI LAKE LOUISE New 
2009/10 Lake Louise Cards now 
‘on sale at Sobeys/IGA tor $99 
Provides two free days anytime, 
plus $50 lift tickets for the rest of 
the season. Accommodation 
deals too. Go to skilouise.com. 


WALK IN bath tub for sale Great 
safely product for seniors! Easy 
Installation. Starting at $2950 
Wholesale distributors. are 
welcome to call for business 
‘opportunity, 1-866-402-6464 

3240. Travel/Trade 


TIMESHARE RESALES - Save 
80 - 80% off retaill Worldwide 
locations! Call for free magazine! 
1-800-731-8046; 
wow. holidayyroup.com/sc. 


310. Grain/Feed/Hay 


HAY SALE / Delivery and 
photography, a family run 
business. Call 480-298-1846. 


4310. Grain/Feed/Hay 


HEATED/GREEN Canola 
wanted. Buying green, healed or 
frozen Canola....Buying; oats, 
barley, wheat & peas for 
feedBuying damaged or 
cofigrade grain. “On farm Pickup" 
Wesican Feed & Grain 
1-877-250-5252, 


ROUND HAY BALES for sale, 
cheap, Delivery available. Self 
unloading. No Sunday calls 
Please. 403-843-6380, 


5003. Real Estate Mis: 


2010 DREAM —homelcottage 
project? Save up to $30,000! 
Factory direct surplus inventory 
liquidation. Save 50%+ while they 
last. Modular pre-built! component 
packages - faster/easier dry-in 
‘shell - labour save $1000's! 
Certified plans. Warranty. 
References, 100's of dreams 
Selivered to happy families 
Green-R-Panel Prefabricated 
Building Systems. The smart way 





to build. 1-800-871-7089. Cail 
today! 
NEED MONEY? Own your 


home? Good or bad credit, we 
can help. Refinance today and 
Start saving; jrpelitier@shaw.ca 
Jason at 1-877-568-0929; 
Abhomeloans.ca. Alberta Home 
Loans. 


5800. Manuf. Homes - Sale 


2010 MODELS - Immediate free 
delivery anywhere in Alberta. 20 


% 76, 1500 sq, ft. loaded with 
options. $117,900. 
1-800-463-0084; 


werw jandethomes.com, 


CROSS COUNTRY HOMES - 
Winter Clearance - 1782 sq. fl, 4 
bedrooms, 3 baths, 28 X 64 
modular home Reduced to 
$215,900. Savings of $24,000 
Lots of homes —_ reduced! 
780-470-8000. 


LOWEST PRICES in years! Call 
about our current promotions on 
inventory and discounts on new 
home orders. 1-800-461-7632 or 
403-912-2450, 


NEED A NEW HOME or cottage 
for spring. New plans in stock. 22 
X 76, 1672 sq. ft starting at 
$117,850. Order now and avoid 
the disappointment of _ higher 
prices and longer waiting time 
Visit our show lot at Pleasant 


Homes or call us at 
780-939-3584 or 
1-866-962-0238, 


PRICES REDUCED on two 06 
In-stock modele, Ask about the 
“le Chateau" reduced from 
$139,900. to $114,900. Only one 
Chateau left, call now, 
‘Commonwealth Homes, 
Lethbridge 403-220-2012 or toll 
free 1-800-640-2012. 43rd Steet 
‘South just south off Hwy 3 


6005. 


$0 DOWN at Auto Credit Fast 
Need a vehicle? Good or bad 
credit call Stephanie 
1-877-792-0599; 
www autocreditfast.ca. $500. free 
Christmas cash with purchase. 
OAC. DLN 30309, 


BANKRUPT? BAD CREDIT? Call 
us! All makes and models, 
Professional credit _rebuilders, 
Delivery Available. Call cat 
403-888-5593 

1-866-476-1998. Cavalcade Auto 
serving 


Automotive 


Acceptance 
Alberta for 20 years, 


9300. Adult Talk 





6005. Automotive 


NEED A VEHICLE? Need money 
for Christmas? Up to $10,000 
cash back! No credit refused 
Rebuild your credit. Over 400 
vehicles to choose from. Call Will 
Of Ashley today! 1-888-289-8935, 


SAVE UP TO $400. on your car 
insurance. Clean driving record? 


Call Grey Power today at 
1-866-428-0890 for a no 
obligation quote. Open 
weekends. 


WANT A VEHICLE but sessed 
about your credit? Last week 11 
Out of 14 applications approved! 
We fund your future not your 
past. Any credit. $500. Chnstmas 
c a s h 
www.coastlineautocreditcom or 
1-888-208-3205, 


7205. Psychics 


LOVE! Money! Lifel #1 Psychics! 
1-877-478-4410. Credit 
carde/depost $3.19/minuta, 18+ 
1-900-783-3800, 


wvew mysticalconnections.ca. 


7245. Misc. Services. 


$500. LOAN Service, by phone, 
no credit refused, quick and 
easy, payable over 6 to 12 
installments. Toll Free 
1-877-776-1660. 


A CRIMINAL RECORD? Better 
Business Bureau Certified 
Pardons, Free no pressure 
pardon and waiver assessments. 
See it a pardon is right for you! 
Toll —free-——_ 1-800-507-8043; 
wwew pardongranted.ca. 


CLEAN DRIVING RECORD? 
Grey Power could save you up to 
$400. on your car insurance. Call 


1-888-623-5050 for @ no- 
obligation quote. Open 
weekends. 


CRIMINAL RECORD? Think 


Inexpensive. Debt —rocovory? 
Alberta collection to $25,000 
Ca aL ante 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540 


DEST CONSOLIDATION 
PROGRAM. Helping Canadians 
repay debis, reduce or eliminate 
interest, regardless of your credit 
Steady income? You may quality 


for instant help. Considering 
bankruptcy? Call 
1-877-220-3328. Free 
consultation, government 


approved, BBB member. 


IF YOU OWN your home, Alpine 

will lend you money. 
t's that simple. Your credit age or 
income is not an issue; 
www AlpineMorigage CA 


9005. Personals 


100s of HOT urban singles 
1ar@ looking to hookup NOW 

Try it FREE! 18+ 

780-401-2332 ** 403-770-079 


Absolutely HOT chat! 18+ 
{ree to try, local singles waiting 
780-669-2323 ** 403-770-0990 


ALL HOT SEXY BABES 
taik dirty After Hours! 
Try it FREE! 18+ 
780-665-0808 ** 403-313-3330 
DATING SERVICE. —_Long- 


ternvshort-lerm —_relationships, 
free calls! 1-877-297-9883. 


1-877-804-5381 (18+), 
9300 Adult Talk 


‘ry Crate Tet forrest “aro SPREE 
wartdas 
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ASTROLOGY - DEC. 10-16 - BY THE KID 


CRUISIN’ THE COSMOS 


(NOV. 22 - DEC. 21) 
After next week, when the sun leaves your 
sign and you finish your partyin’ with the 
divine, it'll be clean-up time. Like after most 
big bashes, you've gotta deal with the emp- 
tles, wrappers and ashes. The good news 
is once things are tidied and your cleanin’ 
is done, you'll be ready to go out and have 
some real fun! 


(DEC. Z2—1AN.19) 
When the sun enters your sign next week, 
it'll be the karmic equivalent of changin’ 
calendars. The new one's much the same, 
but it's empty and waitin’ to be filled in, 
while the old one's destined for the bin. The 
next year'll be a blast o' fun if you're not still 
hangin’ onto the previous one! 





(UAN.20 - FEBLIB) 
All the work you've done hasn't been a 
waste of time, so there ain't no reason for 
| you to be cryin’. Sure, it seems like it was all 








for naught, but even if it got broken, ook 
at the pieces you've got. This week, ask the 
heavens for help puttin’em together and 
you'll get help fixin’ it up better than ever! 


(FEB 19 - MARCH20) 
Although it feels like the cosmos has 
bombed your base, it wouldn't be that hard 
to face if you knew what you could do with a 
clean-up crew. Quit thinkin’ about the days 
of yore, and make it better than it was be- 
fore With a I'l elbow grease and some help 
from your friends, you'll start seein’ success 
before the year ends! 


(MARCH 7! ~ APRIL 19) 
Your present struggie’s more than just a 
quarrel and though you're the one who's got 
‘em on the run, itain't time yet to rest on 
your laurels. Some pockets of resistance'll 
have annoyin’ persistence and are more than 
teady to go the whole distance. You're crazy 
if you think it's done, but it ain't that far 








(a © 


from bein’ won! 


(APRIL.20 - MAY 20) 
You may have crashed 'n’ burned, but at 
least you've learmed, and now that lesson 
is complete, But how, you ask, can you get 
back on your feet? Don't worry, You have the 
technology. You can rebuild yourself better 
than you were before. Better. Stronger. 
Faster, And just in time for the new year, too! 


(MAY 27 UNE 20) 
You're like a gorilla with a gun. You're packin’ 
lotta power in the palm of your hand, 
but it ain't much use to you since you can't 
understand how it works or what ft'll do. 
But if you ask somebody this week, they'll 
explain it to you — then you'll be able to bust 
outta the zoo! 


(UNEZ)—fULY 22) 
Although this season ain't supposed to be 
about material things, you need to focus on 


business and the moolah it brings. You've 
got the givin’ spirit all year, ‘cause it snatural 
for you, but right now you've got lotsa work 
todo. This week, the more you concentrate 
the more you'll see new ateas of opportu: 
nity! 





(JULY Z3~ ALE. 72) 
This week, when you feel canfid 
watch a nature show ‘bout your nam 
the llon. Observin' its behaviour'll be a 
lifesaver, ‘cause when you realize what you 
are, you won't waver In the face of adversity. 
Once you know you're at the top of the food 
chain, you'll na longer feel like you have to 
flee! 





dyin 





sake, 


(ALK 23~SEPT.22) 
No matter how badly you might wanna kick 
ass, the best bet now is to let the time pass. 
It's not that you're wrong and they don't de- 
serve it, but whatever they may have comin, 
It's better to let karma serve it. Chances are, 


you'll stil get your wish when justice finally 
brings out their dish! 


(SEPT.2-OC1.2) 
Although strikin’ a balance can be a beaut 
ful thing, eternal equilibrium would be pretty 
boring. In fact, everything would have to 
p ‘cause bein’ outta balance makes 
By flow to the bottom from the top. if 
you're wonderin’ what to do when life seems 
all pale, you've gotta shake It up and tip 
the scales! 








(OCT.23-NOV.Z1) 
A fool and his money are soon partedand, | 
luckily, your foolishness has only just started 
— it’s still early enough to nip It in the bud, 
cover the wound and stem the flow of blood. 
Even if you're doin’ it outta love ’n' affection, 
you're startin’ a spiral in a downward direc: 
tion. Remember next week that though It’s 
00d to give, you need some yourself if you 
wanna live! 
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Adult Personals 


Sizzle with SEXY Singles 
Gall 780-490-2257 

Or 800-210-1010 

Free w/ code 4995 

www fivelinks.com 


www 4-play.ca 
NEW YEARS EVE 2010 
Swingers Hote! Party Edmonton 
Club Open Every Friday & | 
Saturday 780-487-PLAY (7529) | 


9451 





Adult Massage 


saovecorsapieserennaneasscoseeenestee | 

Christy's outgoing massage. | 

Hot German Blonde, can travel. | 

Fluent in German. Call any 
time. 964-7361 


Desperately seeking oxtrome 
massage therapist who gives 
heavy duty hard core pain 
inducing deep tissue massage 
Call Mark 780-756-0869, 


PASSIONS SPA 


SPENT FOR 








Dye 


Wrap up your holiday shopping with 
gift ideas from our members and staff. 


Open late - weekdays until 9:00pm 
through December 23. 


12328 
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- 102 Avenue NW, Edmonton 


mec.ca 





MOUNTAIN 
EQUIPMENT 
CO-OP 
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BEST OF THE DECADE, PT. 1 
STARTING WITH 2000-2001. 


JONESIN’ CROSSWORD BY MATT JONES * 
©2009 Jonesin' Crosswords (editorigjonesincrasswords.com) 


ACROSS 

| Health services provider for seniors 
9.Goa garments 

14 Vaporize 

15 Dog tag, e.g.: abbr. 

16 OutKast album that rated #) on 
Metacritic’s Top Albums of 2000 

T7 Island in the Mediterranean 

16 It can get high every day 

19 Spine-chilling 

21 Yellowfin tuna variety 

22 Denom. of South Carolina's Allen 
University 

23 His “Goblet of Fire” was Amazon. 
com's #1 best-selling book of 2000 
26 Language that gives us “schaden- 
freude” 

26 Pissed-off looks 

25 Confesses (to) 

33H, ina fraternity 

34 With “The.” sitcom that made 
Time's 10 Best TV Series of 2001 list 
36 Bolivian president Morales 

39 “Pig's blood at the prom” movie 
40 Be ready for 

43 May-December difference, perhaps 
47 Gamespy.com’s PC Game of the 
Year, 2001 


oF COURSE WE 


51 Junkyard dog's warning 

52 Former Texas Rangers pitcher 
Kameron 

53 Swedish politician Olof assassi- 
nated in 1986 

54 “Knowing” star Nicolas 

59 Talk show ending in 2011 
57.Compact that made Car & Driver's 
Best Car of 200) list 

60 Rhone tributary 

6] Complaint when the lights are out 
62 Belly button that collects lint 

63 Bases, chemically speaking 


DOWN 

} Personal period 

2 Dodgy sort? 

3 Comedian Cook 

4 Tats 

5 Fortune magazine subj., perhaps 
6 “Up” actor Ed 

7 More wintry 

8 Sweetums 

9San__, CA (Hearst Castle locale) 
10 Palindromic Oklahoma city 

11 Be sympathetic with 

12 How sugar is sometimes served 
13 Elevator alternative 


16 Men-only 

20 Numerical Internet addresses 
abbr, 

3 Kate Hudson's mom Goldie 

24 Years, to Nero 

25 [snicker} 

27 Angel in Mormon history 

30 “Hey, wait a__!" 

31 °Kill Bill” star Thurman 

32 Course goal 

34 Belize’s capital 

35 She sings “Don't Cry for Me, 
Argentina” 

36 Ending for demo or Dixie 

37 “Ah, whatever” follower 

40 House Speaker Nancy 

4) Greek god witha lyre, to the French 
42 Grp. once battled by Jesse Helms 
44 Showed up on (the cover of) 

45 Defends one’s side 

46 Current Palm products 

48 Like Santa's helpers 

49 Oil company that merged with BP 
50 Played on TV Land 

54°__ fan tutte” 

56 Folk rocker DiFranco 

58 CSI sample 

59 U.S. consumer protection agcy. 








WiInteR SOLSTICE” 
CELEBRATION 


@ Shanti. MONDAY Decernser 21, 
7:30-8:30. JOIN US. FOR AN HOUR OF 
RESTORATIVE YOGA ACCOMPANIED BY THE 
SOOTHING SOUNDS OF Marcus Func. 
FOUGWING THE CLASS WE WILL HAVE AN 
HOUR LONG DRUMMING CIRCLE SE 
CONTACT SHANTI TO REGISTER SOON: 
SPACE 15 timireo! 


FOR MORE INFOR! 
WESSITE AT Wi 
OR CONTAC; Us Ar 780.421.9444 


lots and lots of beer " 


Sugarbouwl 


10922 88th Avenue 


@) 

Y) SHANT 
ass YOGA STUDIO 
CREATE PEACE | BE LOVE | LIVEJOY 


#7, 10026-10257 SHANTIVOG, L.COM 
7R0,A71. 444 | SHANTIYOGASTUDIO.CA 
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PHOTOS OF OUR NEIGHBOURHOODS 





DECEMBERIS DECEMBERT4 
event | FESTIVE DISNEY'SA 
VEGAN & VEGETARIAN CHRISTMAS CAROL Disney 
POTLUCK See to it that your | takes a crack at Dickens’ clas- 
brownies aren't “special” | sic tale of Ebenezer Scrooge. 
Hallucinating hippies on Except this time around, it's 
ce could be catastrophic in30, and you're able to see 
Riverdale Community Hall, every quivering nose hair on 
530p.m. Scrooge's face. 
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DECEMBERIS 


PAUL 
BROWN & FRIENDS Uncle 
Foster's crass doppetganger 
will be heading up The Comic 
Strip, 8 p.m. 


Fans listen at Rexall Place as Paul Lorieau sings the national 
anthem prior to an Edmonton Oilers hockey game. 
PHOTO BY JOHN ULAN/EPIC PHOTOGRAPHY 





see magazine’s ten-day forecast of events in edmonton 


ednesday 


DECEMBERIO 

nea BRIDGET 
RYAN’S BIG OL’ CHRIST- 
MAS CABARET If the title 
didn't clarify It for you, join 
MsRyan fora night of sto- 
Ties, show tunes and special 
guests. Catalyst Theatre, 
730 p.m. 


thursday 


DECEMBERIO 


NL | DL MUNNY 
SHOW A MacEwan Design 
Student's art showcase and 
Sale. Perks: live OJ, bar, and 
snacks, Need anything else? 
didn't think so. Foosh, 
730p.m. 


DECEMBERIT 


INVICTUS Gint 
Eastwood directs the story 
of Nelson Mandela and his 
epic venture to enlist the 
national rugby team whose 
mission was to win the 1995 
Rugby World Cup. 


friday 


DECEMBERII 


| MANRAYGUN This | 


{oral rootsy-showtune band 
releases its new CD, “Everything 
{s Temporary.” Hopefully this 
doesn't include their careers. 
The ARTery, 7 p.m. 


DECEMBERIO 


CLASSIXX If 
you wantt to avoid packing 
on the Christmas pounds, 
you should cut a rug with 
this Los Angeles based 
electronic music dua. New 
Gty,9 pm. 


saturday 


DECEMBERIZ 


EVENT | MAKEIT! Feel 
like giving the malls the shaft 
this Christmas? Check out this 
handmade stop ‘n shop, with 
‘more than 100 of Canada’s 
hottest emerging designers 
under one roof. Alberta Avia~ 
tion Museum, 10 a.m. 


DECEMBE alo 

é y | MOSTLY 
WATER THEATRE CHRIST- 
MAS VARIETY SHOW This 
Edmonton-based sketch 
comedy group takes the 
Stage, with guest star, 

Mayor Stephen Mandel. Roxy 
Theatre, 8 pm. 
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Lhe Lerties and under Croud 


We went to our suppliers and found these seventeen ideas all priced under forty dollars. The great news is that 


each item in the Zocalo collection has a story, a unique origin and represents the best value your money can give. 


COWBOY WAYNE 
Lasso one of our life- 
sized, over-the-top 
figurines. For the young 
at heart. ag40cm. 


$795 


WALL FROG 


Talavera ceramic wall frog just jumped 
in from Mexico looking for a warm 


home. Hand painted in bold 
colours. 30cm. 


LOW BUD VASE 

Our special geometric 
low bud vase just keeps 
people oohing and 


ahhing. $25 with 
$10 


flowers. 30cm 


BRASS WALL TULIP. 
Made in Canada with 
hammered brass, a 
wall piece to brighten 
any corner. 38 cm 


$35 


GLASS ACT 

Glass art clown will 
add a smile to even the 
toughest in the crowd. 


23cm. 
$35 
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PM40069240 


| TREE POT 
Edmonton-area artist 
Debra Durer presents 
this Zen tree pot 


exclusively for 
$35 


Zocalo. 15cm. 


TEA POT 

Colourful teapot 
with built-in infuser. 
Choose red, orange, 
yellow, white, black, 


green or blue. $15 


6 cup. 


PORTUGAL PITCHER 
Handpainted in cheerful 
colours, this pitcher 

is perfectly priced for 
flowers or juice. 1200ml. 


$15 


$40 


g 
- 
% 


PASTA SE 

Set of four bowls and one 
large server. Four styles 
including blue floral, 

blue sea, contemporary 


stripes and white $40 


embossed 


MARTINI ART 

Set of four martini 
glasses--blown, shaken 
and stirred--to hold the 
perfect martini. 


$35 


FLORALS CUBED 
Zocalo florists create 
seasonal floral cubes and 
all your holiday floral 
arrangements. 


$40 


STAINLESS TEA STICK 
Stainless steel single- 
$23 


cup tea infuser. 


GOOD LUCK ROOSTER 
Hailing from Portugal, 

this classic good luck gift 
is sure to get all the hens 


clucking. 22cm. 
$16 


PLATTER SURPRISE 
Handpainted in 
Portugal, this large 
ceramic platter will 
tame any turkey. 


53cmx36cm, $ 40 


CATERPILLAR MUG 
The story celebrates its 
40th anniversary, and 
kids keep enjoying this 
one with cookies and 


milk, $ 1 2 


hich fer the 


, EDMONTON, AB 
780-426-0754 www.zocalo.ca OPEN: MON-WED 96; TH 9-8, FRI-SAT 9-6, SUN 11-5 
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RING HOLDER 
Special artist glass 


holds those 
dear. 10cm. 


rings so 


$20 


AMARYLLIS IN VASE 
Large red quality 
Amaryllis bulb in 
glass vase, all dressed 
to bloom for your 


season. 


$35 


WINE AERATOR 
For the wine 
enthusiast, a great 
stainless aerator 


from WMF. 


$30 


) 
SVM, 


/ 





